
Summary Notes

Data Work Group

Maine Hospital Licensing Reform Committee

June 4, 2007

Members: Sue Boisvert, Anne Flanagan, Chris McCarthy, Sandy Parker, Susan Schow, Lisa Simm.  

Staff: Maureen Booth, Muskie School

May 7, 2007 Summary Notes

There was general discussion about the purpose and content of the May 7, 2007 summary notes.  Members expressed reservations about adding to the notes contextual information that was not formally part of the meeting.  It was agreed that notes should present a concise reflection of major points covered at the meeting, recommendations and future action.   The work group reviewed the summary notes and made specific recommendations for revision.  Maureen agreed to make all changes and circulate notes among members for comment before posting to the project website.

Update

At the Data Work Group’s last meeting, a question was raised as to whether information obtained by the Sentinel Event Team during its investigation could be shared with Licensure staff if conditions were found out of compliance.  Anne Flanagan confirmed that all information obtained by the Sentinel Event Team remains confidential and is not shared with Licensure staff.   

Work Group Membership 

Maureen reported that the DHHS has interest in assuring consumer representation on all work groups.  Members suggested that persons be identified who represent consumer interests while also understanding the limits and use of quality data.  A recommendation was made to approach Maureen Kenny (Bath Iron Works) and Ted Rooney (Maine Health Management Coalition) to participate on the Data Work Group.  Lisa Simm offered to approach a consumer board member from MaineGeneral.

Next Steps

One goal of the Data Work Group is to determine how data on hospital quality can be used to determine the breadth, scope and/or frequency of a hospital licensure survey.  The Work Group suggested that the next meeting be devoted to reviewing the types of data that may be available for advance review by a hospital surveyor (including CMS quality indicators and hospital discharge data).  The group would use this “mock review” to assess how data could potentially be used to focus an onsite hospital review.

Next Meeting

The Data Work Group will meet at 11:00 a.m. on Monday, July 2 in advance of the Hospital Licensure Reform Committee.
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