MAINE PUBLIC HEALTH ALERT
NETWORK SYSTEM

Maine Department of Health and Human Services
Maine Center for Disease Control and Prevention (Maine CDC)
(Formerly Bureau of Health)
11 State House Station
Augusta, Maine 04333-0011
Phone 1-800-821-5821 / Fax 207-287-7443

**ADVISORY - Important Information**

2007PHADV004
*** Amended***

TO: Emergency Departments, Infection Control Practitioners, Public Health,
State and Federal Agencies

FROM: Dora Anne Mills, M.D., M.P.H., Public Health Director

SUBJECT: New Federal CDC Treatment Guidelines for Gonorrhea

DATE: May 9, 2007
TIME: 9:30 AM
PAGES: 2

PRIORITY: Review

Confidentiality Notice: This fax message is intended for the exclusive use of the individual or entity identified above.
It may contain information, which is privileged and/or confidential under both state and federal law. If you are not
notified otherwise, any further dissemination, copying, or disclosure of the communication is strictly prohibited. If you
have received this transmittal in error, please immediately notify us at 287-3252 and return the original transmission
to us by mail at Key Bank Plaza, 6™ Floor-286 Water Street. Augusta, ME 04333, without making a copy. Your
cooperation in protecting confidential information is greatly appreciated.



New Treatment Guidelines for Gonorrhea

As of April 13, the federal Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) no longer
recommends the use of fluoroquinolones for the treatment of gonococcal infections and
associated conditions such as pelvic inflammatory disease (PID). This is due to
widespread fluoroguinolone resistance in Neisseria gonorrhoeae in the United States.
CDC now recommends only one class of antibiotics, cephalosporins, for the treatment of
gonorrhea. All providers in Maine are strongly encouraged to follow the updated
guidelines.

For further information or questions please call the HIV, STD & Viral Hepatitis Program
at 207-287-2046. The new treatment guidelines for gonorrhea are available at:
http://www.cdc.gov/std/gonorrhea/arg
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