A GENERAL EXPLANATION OF THE GRAPHS RELATED TO “THE TOP 5”
[bookmark: _GoBack]There are several graphs on this web site that are all related to a single process that was undertaken in mid-2014 by the Department of Health and Human Services, Office of Continuous Quality Improvement.  The process was to identify the top five percent of young MaineCare (Medicaid) clients, age 0-20, with the highest total net claims in SFY 2013.  Total Net Claims is the sum of Rx, Facility Charges, and Professional Services.
All the members in MaineCare within the specified age range were listed along with their total expenditure.  They were then sorted in descending order of total expenditure.  A column was added that took a cumulative sum of these expenditures.  The list was cut off when five percent of the members were included (7,430 out of 148,619).  Those 7,430 (“The Top Five” as they became known) claimed 59% or all MaineCare dollars for FY2013 ($381 million of $635 million).
This process was repeated for 2011 and 2012, so that graphs could be created that would compare the characteristics of youth that were in The Top 5 for one year only with those that were in The Top 5 for three consecutive years.
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