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Manufacturing site facts

< The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency is working with the Maine Department of Environmental Protection
and TycoHealthcare/Mallinckrodt Inc. to investigate and clean up mercury pollution and other contaminants at the

HoltraChem plant in Orrington, Maine.

January,

2003

| ntroduction:

This update will provide a brief summary of the
ggnificant changes made to the Prdiminary Media
Protection Standards and the Corrective Measures
Study Work Plan as a result of public comments that
have been received. An atachment summarizing the
numeric, dong with a narrative detailing the PMPS
requirements has been incorporated into this update.
The complete record of comments received, along with
the U.S. Environmenta Protection Agency (USEPA)
and Maine Department of Environmental Protection
(MDEP) response to these commentsis contained in a
document entitted Holtrchem Manufacturing
Company Ste, Orrington, Maine, Preliminary
Media Protection Standards and Corrective
Measures Sudy Work Plan Basis Satement and
Response to Comment. Copies of this document are
available in the information repositories located at the
Orrington Public Library, the offices of MDEP in
Augudta, as well as in Boston, Massachusetts at EPA
New England. It should be noted that the
stenographers notes of the public hearing held on
August 13, 2002 were stolen from her vehicle on her
way home on the night of the public hearing. Therefore,
no officid transcript of that hearing exigts. Fortunately
Bill Philips provided MDEP a copy of a videotape he
made of the hearing which alowed us to capture the
verba comments. USEPA and MDEP wish to extend
him our specid thanks for his help.

Extengve comments were received regarding the need
for a more extensve study of the lower Penobscot
River to establish a sediment PMPS. While USEPA
and MDEP bdlieve that sufficient information exists to
edtablish the PMPS and complete remediation of this
Ste, we dso believe the wisest course of action for

Preliminary Media Protection Standards
M odification Summary:

The most dgnificant change to the Prdiminary Media
Protection Standards (PMPS) is that the PMPS for
sediment will be based upon the MDEP standard that
targets fish tissue levels of not more than 0.2 ppm asagod
in place of the USEPA guidance vaue of 0.3 ppm. This
change lowers the sediment PMPS from 3.2 ppm to 2.2
ppm. The soil PMPS, which was tied to the sediment
vaue as a basis is therefore dso being lowered to 2.2

ppm.

In response to concerns expressed regarding how the
averaging of sediment data will be managed in order to
demondtrate achievement of the sediment PMPS, USEPA
and MDEP are diminating the use of the 10.7 ppm control
limit vaue and imposing a limit on the Sze area averaged
together. We are dso ipulating that the two hot spot
aress, identified in previous public meetings, will be
remediated. Thiswould have been the outcome with the
proposed standard of 3.2 or the established standard of
2.2. Wewish to makethis clear to the public. Ladlly, the
detalled confirmation sampling plan will be available for
public scrutiny when it is developed in the Corrective
Measures Study or Corrective Measures |mplementation
phase of the project.

now, is to defer this debate.  We have reached this
condusionin light of the citizens suit brought by the Mane
People's Alliance and the Natura Resources Defense
Council againg HoltraChem Manufacturing, LLC and
Madllinckrodt, Inc. under which the United States District
Court for the Digtrict of Maine has ordered Mdlinckrodt



to fund an independent study to “...determine: (1) the
extent of the existing harm to the Penobscot River and
Bay south of the plant ste, (2) the need for a
remediation plan, if any, and (3) the dements of, and
schedule for, completion of such a remediation plan”.
If such astudy should indicate thet there is a need, and
it is feasible, to conduct an active remediation of the
Lower Penobscot, or any portion of the lower
Penobscot beyond that which would be guided by the
PMPS proposed at this time, then EPA and Maine
DEP would be able to incorporate such need into a
future action. We concur with Judge Gene Carter’s
finding that “there is cdearly no conflict between this
court’s order requiring study of the lower river and any
agency action.” Wefed it isimportant that EPA and
Mane DEP ded with the high levds of mercury
contamination a the dte and in sediments of the
Penobscot River adjacent to the ste to expeditioudy
maximize the reduction of risk posed by mercury
released from the HoltraChem site.

Corrective Measures Study Work Plan
M odification Summary:

As areault of questions and comments raised by the
public we adso wish to daify that the Corrective
Measures Study will include:

Evauation of landfill remova as aremedid option
on alandfill by landfill bass

Chronictoxicity testing at the proposed PMPS
level from cove sedimentsto ensure that this
level will not represent a detrimental level for
resident species.

Collection of data on, or a laboratory
smulation of, the per cent of methyl mercury to
total mercury ratioin the sediment at different
times of theyear and after storm eventswhen
sediment would be gtirred up.

Next steps:

Egtablishment of the PMPS triggers the submitta of a
Corrective Measures Study Work Plan. This document

has dready been submitted by Mdlinckrodt on a voluntary
bass and USEPA and MDEP modification of this
document, made with the benefit of public comment on the
document, was provided to Mdlinckrodt and HoltraChem
on January 21, 2003..

USEPA and MDEP anticipate that Malinckrodt and
MDEP will now enter into a modification of the Consent
Decree between USEPA and HoltraChem and that
Mallinckrodt will complete the Corrective M easures Study
in atime frame amilar to the 120 day time frame specified
in the existing Consent Decree.

For More Information

Contact EPA at 888-372-7341 and ask for:
Ernest Water man, Project Manager or
Pam Harting-Barrat, Public I nvolvement

Contact Maine Department of
Environmental Protection at
207-287-2651 and ask for:
Stacy Ladner






