
Impaired?

Yes

Category 4A or 5A?

Yes

ANY OF THE FOLLOWING?:

Limited existing development

Naturally eutrophic

Legacy nutrient accumulations

Yes

Not on List

No

On List

No

Not on List

No

ANY OF THE FOLLOWING?:

DEP Watch List

Public water system

Negative water clarity trend

Sensitive to additional phosphorus inputs

Priority watershed of partners

Outstanding water quality with watershed 

threats

Recent increased impacts or threats from 

agriculture or development

Yes

ANY OF THE FOLLOWING?:

Negative water clarity trend not 

indicative of water quality shift

Watershed protected

Small lake (≤50 acres) with limited 

development

Yes

Not on 

List

No

On List

No

Not on 

List
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NPS Priority Watershed Decision Tree – STREAMS/RIVERS

Impaired?

Yes

Category 4A, 5A, or 5B due to NPS?

Yes

ANY OF THE FOLLOWING?:

Has individual TMDL

Has IC TMDL

Has bacteria TMDL and had only source 

of impairment as bacteria

Priority watershed of partners

High growth area

High risk for development due to 

proximity to highway exit

Yes

ANY OF THE FOLLOWING?:

Impaired due to natural 

reasons

Legacy pollutant 

accumulations

Impaired due to point 

sources

Large river

Yes

Not on List

No

On List

No

Not Not 

on List

No

Not Not 

on List

No

ANY OF THE FOLLOWING?:

Watch List (Category 3)

Recent increased impacts or threats 

from agriculture or development

Priority watershed of partners

High risk for development due to 

proximity to highway exit

Yes

ANY OF THE FOLLOWING?:

Wastewater discharges

Large river

Yes

Not on List

No

On List

No

Not Not 

on List
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ANY OF THE FOLLOWING?:

Priority NPS-impacted watersheds of partners:

- Maine Department of Marine Resources (DMR) conditionally approved 

shellfish harvest areas

- Maine Healthy Beaches (MHB)

- Casco Bay Estuary Partnership (CBEP)

- Maine Municipal Separate Storm Sewer Program (MS4)

Documented negative water quality indicators

Yes

ANY OF THE FOLLOWING?:

Impaired due to natural reasons

Legacy pollutant accumulations

Large or exposed area with high flushing

Point sources such as wastewater discharges

Small watersheds with just a few failing septics or overboard discharges

Sources not clearly NPS

Yes

Not on List

No

On List

No

Not on List

NPS Priority Watershed Decision Tree – MARINE WATER
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