
NUMBER NINE WIND FARM 

MDEP NRPA/SITE LOCATION OF DEVELOPMENT COMBINED APPLICATION 

Section 29.  

Decommissioning Plan  

 

  1 

 

SECTION 29.  

DECOMMISSIONING PLAN 

 DECOMMISSIONING PLAN 29.1

Number Nine Wind Farm LLC (Applicant) has developed a decommissioning plan for the 

Number Nine Wind Farm (Project), including a decommissioning budgets developed by James 

W. Sewall Company for each component of the Project. 

The Project will include 3 primary components, including 1) the Turbine Area, with up to 119 

turbines, up to 4 permanent meteorological towers, associated 34.5-kilovolt (kV) electrical 

collector lines (collector line) and access roads, a project substation, and an Operations and 

Maintenance (O&M) building in the Turbine Area;  and 2 segments of a 345-kV electrical 

generator lead line (generator lead), including 2) the North Generator Lead Line (North Line); 

and 3) the Bridal Path Generator Lead Line (Bridal Path Line).  

It is anticipated that the Bridal Path Line will be acquired by a utility1 at some point in the future, 

and is incorporated into the Project permit application as a distinct Project component in 

anticipation of the transfer of this portion of the Project. Similarly, the North Line may also be 

transferred to a third party at some point in the future, and is also presented in this permit 

application as a distinct Project component. As such, the decommissioning budget for each of 

the 3 components is presented separately.   

29.1.1 Decommissioning Approach 

Decommissioning of the entire Project will begin if 12 consecutive months of no generation 

occurs at the wind generation facility. Decommissioning of a single turbine will begin if 12 

consecutive months of no generation occurs at that turbine.  

If a third party (excluding a utility) acquires either the Bridal Path Line, and/or the North Line, 

separate from the Turbine Area, any decommissioning obligations and associated costs will be 

transferred to such third party; the Applicant’s decommissioning costs will be calculated based 

on the Project components it continues to own. If a utility acquires either the Bridal Path Line 

and/or the North Line, separate from the Turbine Area, those assets shall become a permanent 

part of the utility infrastructure; as such, those assets will not be subject to decommissioning 

obligations, but rather will be subject to standard utility plant maintenance obligations. The 

                                                      
1 For the purposes of this Section 29 only, the term “utility” means a regulated Maine transmission and 

distribution electric utility as that term is used and defined under Title 35-A M.R.S.A. Section 102 (20-B) et 

seq.. 
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Applicant’s decommissioning costs will be calculated based on the Project components it 

continues to own. 

An exception to the requirement will be allowed for a force majeure event; the Applicant 

proposes that “force majeure” be defined to mean any event or circumstance which wholly or 

partly prevents or delays the performance of any material obligation arising under this permit but 

only to the extent: (1) such event is not within the reasonable control, directly or indirectly, of the 

Applicant (including without limitation events such as fire, earthquake, flood, tornado, hurricane, 

acts of God and natural disasters; war, civil strife or other similar violence); (2) the Applicant has 

taken all reasonable precautions and measures in order to prevent or avoid such event or 

mitigate the effect of such event on the Applicant’s ability to perform its obligations under this 

permit and which, by the exercise of due diligence, the Applicant could not reasonably have 

been expected to avoid and which, by the exercise of due diligence, it has been unable to 

overcome; and (3) such event is not the direct or indirect result of the fault or negligence of the 

Applicant. 

In the event of a force majeure event which results in the absence of electrical generation by 

one or more turbines for 12 months, by the end of the twelfth month of non-operation the 

Applicant must demonstrate to the Maine Department of Environmental Protection (MDEP) that 

the Project, or any single turbine, will be substantially operational and producing electricity 

within 24 months of the force majeure event. If such a demonstration is not made to MDEP’s 

satisfaction, the decommissioning of any single turbine only (and no other part of the Project 

that is operational) or if the Project is not substantially operational and producing electricity, 

then decommissioning of the Project must be initiated 18 months after the force majeure event. 

29.1.2 Anticipated Operational Life of Turbines 

The turbines have a useful life of 25 years and will be under warranty from the manufacturer for 2 

years. 

29.1.3 Implementation Plan 

As described in Exhibits 29-A, 29-B, and 29-C, the decommissioning will include disassembly and 

removal of above-ground structures, removal of subsurface structures to a minimum depth of 24 

inches below grade, and re-grading and re-seeding of disturbed areas. At the time of 

decommissioning, the Applicant will submit a plan for continued beneficial use of any 

components to be left on site. 

29.1.4 Estimated Cost of Decommissioning 

As described in Exhibits 29-A, 29-B, and 29-C, the estimated total cost of decommissioning is 

$6,918,200, including $6,333,500 for the Turbine Area (Table 29-1, Exhibit 29-A), $277,600 for the 

North Line (Table 29-2, Exhibit 29-B) and $307,100 for the Bridal Path Line (Table 29-3, Exhibit 29-C). 
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As described in the decommissioning budgets, it is anticipated that either or both of the 

Generator Lead Lines may be acquired by a third party at some point in the future. The 

decommissioning budget assumes that transformers would be sold for reuse and that all other 

scrapable metal materials would be sold as scrap in the Bangor, Maine area. The 

decommissioning budget describes the methodology for determining the scrap values. 

Table 29-1. Summary of Decommissioning Costs Turbine Area 

Category Decommissioning 

Cost 

Scrap Value Net Cost 

Project Management $4,817,700 $0 $4,816,500 

Site Work/Civil $   930,800 $0 $   930,800 

Wind Turbine Foundations $   327,400 $0 $   327,400 

Wind Turbine Generators / Met 

Towers 

$5,904,300 $6,543,600 $  (646,400) 

Electrical Collection System $   910,000 $     93,100        $    816,900 

Project Electrical Substation $   354,800 $   520,300 $    (165,500) 

Operations and Maintenance 

Building 

$   245,500 $0 $     245,500 

Total $13,490,500 $7,157,000 $6,333,500 

 

Table 29-2. Summary of Decommissioning Costs North Line 

Category Decommissioning 

Cost 

Scrap Value Net Cost 

North Line $445,800 $168,200 $277,600 

Total $445,800 $168,200 $277,600 

 

Table 29-3. Summary of Decommissioning Costs Bridal Path Line 

Category Decommissioning 

Cost 

Scrap Value Net Cost 

Bridal Path Line $390,400 $83,300 $307,100 

Total $390,400 $83,300 $307,100 
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29.1.5 Financial Assurance 

As described in Exhibits 29-A, 29-B, and 29-C, the total decommissioning costs are estimated to 

be $6,909,900. The Applicant will demonstrate financial assurance to MDEP through a 

performance bond, surety bond, or letter of credit prior to the start of construction.   

If a third party (excluding a utility) acquires either the Bridal Path Line, and/or the North Line, 

separate from the Turbine Area, any decommissioning obligations and associated costs will be 

transferred to such third party; the Applicant’s decommissioning costs will be calculated based 

on the Project components it continues to own. If a utility acquires either the Bridal Path Line, 

and/or the North Line, separate from the Turbine Area, those assets shall become a permanent 

part of the utility infrastructure; as such, those assets will not be subject to decommissioning 

obligations, but rather will be subject to standard utility plant maintenance obligations.  The 

Applicant’s decommissioning costs will be calculated based on the Project components it 

continues to own. 

To identify any changes in the estimated net cost of decommissioning, the Applicant will 

reassess both removal costs and salvage values on or prior to the end of calendar years 5, 10, 

and 15 of Project operations. The Applicant will provide updated information to MDEP based on 

these assessments.  

The financial assurance will remain in place until the decommissioning work has been 

completed, provided that, to the extent liquid funds are available, the financial assurance may 

be used to offset the costs of decommissioning. 

29.1.6 Continued Beneficial Use 

In the event that, at or prior to decommissioning, the current owner provides evidence to MDEP 

of a plan of continued beneficial use of any of the Project components, such items would be 

exempted from the requirements of decommissioning and financial assurance and the existing 

license would be amended to reflect such revisions.  If a third party (excluding a utility) acquires 

either the Bridal Path Line, and/or the North Line, separate from the Turbine Area, such third 

party will be responsible for providing evidence of a plan of continued beneficial use for 

relevant Project components. 
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 DECOMMISSIONING BUDGET TURBINE AREA EXHIBIT 29-A 
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 DECOMMISSIONING BUDGET NORTH EXHIBIT 29-B 

GENERATOR LEAD LINE 
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 DECOMMISSIONING BUDGET BRIDAL PATH EXHIBIT 29-C 

GENERATOR LEAD LINE 

 

 










