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exposing soil. Erosion is one of the primary sources of nutrients leading to degraded water quality in 
lakes, streams, and coastal waters. This law provides a brief and basic standard requiring that erosion 
control practices be in place prior to earthmoving, and that erosion and sedimentation must not leave 
the project site. Source: http://www.maine.gov/dep/land/erosion/index.html 

• The Natural Resources Protection Act regulates activities in, on, over, and adjacent to lakes, ponds, 
rivers, streams, brooks, freshwater wetlands and tidal areas. Activities regulated under the NRPA 
include disturbing soil, placing fill, dredging, removing or displacing soil, sand or vegetation, draining 
or dewatering, and building permanent structures, in, on, over or adjacent to these areas. Source: 
http://www.maine.gov/dep/land/nrpa/ 

• Shoreland Zoning was enacted to prevent water pollution, and damage to the natural beauty and 
habitat provided by Maine’s surface waters. The law targets development along the immediate 
shoreline of these resources and requires towns to enact a Shoreland zoning ordinance at least as 
stringent as a model ordinance developed by the state. Source: http://www.maine.gov/dep/land/slz/ 

• The Maine Endangered Species Act was passed in 1975 by the State Legislature. The Act provides 
MDIFW with a mandate to conserve all of the species of fish and wildlife found in the State, as well 
as the ecosystems upon which they depend.  
Source: http://maine.gov/ifw/wildlife/species/endangered_species/es_act_part13.htm 

• The Wetlands and Waterbodies Protection rule recognizes important roles of wetlands in our 
natural environment and supports the nation-wide goal of no net loss of wetland functions and   
values. In some cases, however, the level of mitigation necessary to achieve no net loss of wetland 
functions and values through construction of replacement wetlands will not be practicable, or will 
have an insignificant effect in protecting the State's wetlands resources. In other cases, the      
preservation of unprotected wetlands or adjacent uplands may achieve a greater level of protection to 
the environment than would be achieved by strict application of a no net loss standard through 
construction of replacement wetlands. Therefore, the rule recognizes that a loss in wetland functions 
and values may not be avoided in every instance. The purpose of this rule is to ensure that the  
standards set forth in Section 480-D of the Natural Resources Protection Act, Section 464,     
Classification of Maine Waters and Section 465, Standards for Classification of Fresh Surface   
Waters are met by applicants proposing regulated activities in, on, over or adjacent to a wetland or 
water body.  Source: http://www.maine.gov/dep/land/nrpa/ip-wetl.html 

• The Maine Nutrient Management Law (1998) requires that a farm have and implement an approved 
nutrient management plan if it meets one or more of the following criteria, (a) farm confines and feeds 
50 or more animal units (50,000 lbs.) at any one time, (b) farm utilizes more than 100 tons of manure 
per year not generated on that farm, (c) farm is the subject of a verified improper manure handling 
complaint, and (d) farm stores and utilizes residuals (materials generated as a byproduct of a 
nonagricultural production or treatment process that have value as a source of crop nutrients or soil 
amendments. Source: http://www.maine.gov/agriculture/narr/nutrientmanagement.html 

• Maine Site Location of Development Law recognizes that some developments because of their size 
and nature are capable of causing irreparable damage to the natural environment of the state. The 
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law’s intent is to address the adverse environmental effects of development and to minimize these 
effects. The Board of Environmental Protection reviews each development on a case by case basis and 
issues permits for certain activities and developments. In order to obtain a permit, a storm water 
management plan designed to control a 25 year, 24-hour storm is required.  
Source: http://www.maine.gov/dep/land/sitelaw/index.html  
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