


Maine Bureau of Parks and Lands Comments 

DEP Application Number L-19717-3D-H-N, Saccarappa FERC License Surrender Project 

The Application for Dam Removal states in Section 22.0 Public Access and Uses: “the Surrender Project 
will result in significant benefit, and very little harm, to the public rights of access to the surface waters 
of the State” for recreation and references the Application for License Surrender concurrently submitted 
to FERC, Section 5.8 Recreation Resources, for a more detailed discussion.   Section 22.0 acknowledges 
that the S.D. Warren-owned carry-in boat launch near the upstream end of the western channel will not 
be usable in the future due to high flow velocities, but reports that a City of Westbrook carry-in launch 
on the opposite bank a short distance upstream of the eastern spillway will remain available.   

However, the impact of the project on boat access to the upstream portion of the impoundment and 
river are not addressed.  The Application for License Surrender (Subsection 5.8.3.4 Little River Boat 
Carry, p. 88) states that the Little River Boat Carry “will no longer be suitable for launching boats except 
under unusually high water conditions” but that information is not reported in the Application for Dam 
Removal.  Also, the second carry-in boat access on the upper impoundment, on S.D. Warren property on 
the west bank of the river immediately below the Mallison Falls powerhouse, is not mentioned in either 
application and the potential impact of dam removal on the usability of this boat access is not addressed 
in the Application for Dam Removal.  Given the recreational value of this section of river as a  part of the 
Sebago to Sea Trail (see http://www.sebagotothesea.org/ and http://presumpscotriver.tumblr.com/ for 
more information on the water trail and associated boat access facilities), and the apparent adverse 
impact of dam removal on the Little River boat carry downstream, the Bureau requests that additional 
information be provided about future boat access to upstream end of the Project area and any 
mitigation that may be necessary to sustain carry-in boat access in the future. 
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