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Title 38 M.R.S.A., §1310-F establishes within the Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) a cost-sharing program for the closure and remediation of municipal solid waste landfills that pose a potential hazard and that meet other qualifying criteria.  The law provides for reimbursement of 75% of a municipality’s closure expenses.  If the initial closure fails to protect public health and the environment, DEP is obligated to reimburse up to 90% of a municipality’s subsequent remediation expenses. However, these obligations are subject to the availability of funds approved for that purpose.  In 2012, DEP through bonds had paid all of the outstanding match requirements for closure, but had $2,568,654 in outstanding match obligation for remediation.  Additionally, several Municipalities needed to close their failing landfills early, but could not afford to do so without the state match for closure, which had expired.  Therefore, the legislature reopened the program to match closure costs, and enacted a fee on disposal of certain Construction and Demolition Debris (CDD) effective in 2013, to pay for the ongoing program.  In FY2015 the DEP received $891,023, from the CDD fee, which was close to the $905,792 received in FY 2014.   All of this money was used to reimburse municipalities for eligible expenses. 	Comment by D Wright: ..\..\..\Municipal Landfills\Landfill management\Reimbursements\CDD revenue totals as of 072215.xlsx

[bookmark: _GoBack]In addition to the backlog of reimbursements that DEP owes to municipalities, DEP continues to incur match obligations as additional qualifying landfills close and others undertake necessary remediation.  The Legislature has extended the eligibility date for reimbursement of closure costs from 2015 to 2025, and there is no eligibility end date for reimbursement of remediation costs.  At the beginning of FY15, DEP’s total outstanding reimbursement obligation to municipalities was  $7,789,128.  At the end of FY15 the outstanding match obligation was $9,509,904.  The growth in outstanding debt during the year, despite the ongoing reimbursements, stemmed primarily from additional landfill closures.  DEP incurred the oldest outstanding match obligations in 2008.	Comment by D Wright: ..\FY14\FY2014 GAAP Municipal Solid Waste Landfills_Revised MP 7-24-14.docx
