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Certification News

Results from the May 13, 2009 exam should be in the hands of those who took the exam.  For those who passed, congratulations!  If you didn’t get a passing grade, applications for the November 18, 2009 exam must be postmarked by September 26, 2009 or hand-delivered to the JETCC office on September 28, 2009

Grade
Pass
Fail
% Pass

Grade 1
3
4
42.9%

Grade 2
5
6
45.5%

Grade 3
3
15
16.7%

Grade 4
1
4
20.0%

Grade 5
2
9
18.2%

Grade PC-1
4
1
80.0%
Overall
18
39
31.6%

Additional Recovery Act Funds for Wastewater Infrastructure Energy Efficiency Projects
The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) will provide additional money to an existing program administered by Efficiency Maine (part of the Maine Public Utilities Commission)to fund municipal energy saving projects, including wastewater facilities.  Approximately $5.7 million in extra funds will be available for communities and sewer districts.  The program, called the Energy Efficiency and Conservation Block Grant program, will have applications available in August.  Interested parties should check the following website for announcements related to this funding:  www.maine.gov/mpuc/recovery .

Steve McLaughlin 
For Practice

1.   The unit of electrical power is

a. The coulomb

b. The volt

c. The amp

d.
The watt

2.
The most important test to run to determine if an anaerobic digester is working properly are:

a. BOD, suspended solids and settleable solids

b. PH, alkalinity, and settleable solids

c. Volatile acid/alkalinity relationships

d. DO, volatile solids, and BOD

3.
According to EPA regulations, how long must you keep laboratory records and reporting forms that show the quality of the influent and effluent?

a. 3 years

b. 5 years

c. 7 years

d. forever

4.
A rectangular flume is 15 inches wide and 15 inches deep.  If the flume is full of water flowing at 2 feet per second, how much water is flowing through the flume?

a. 0.78 MGD

b. 2.02 MGD

c. 3.27 MGD

d. 5.93 MGD


Approved Training

Training Calendars for the Fall are being developed by the respective training organizations.  More information will be available in the August O&M News,
Answers to For Practice:
1.    d.
The unit of electrical power is the watt.

2.
c.
In order for an anaerobic digester to work properly, there must be a balance between the organic acids produced by the anaerobic bacteria and the alkalinity of the sludge.  The methane forming bacteria use the organic acids for food, but if there is not enough alkalinity to buffer the digester, it becomes too acidic and the methane bacteria are inhibited.

3.
a.
Records of the plant’s influent and effluent must be kept for 3 years.

4.
b.
The area of the flume is 1.25 foot X 1.25 foot = 1.56 square feet.  If the water flows in the flume at 2 feet per second, the flume delivers 1.56 square feet X 2 feet/Second = 3.12 cubic feet/second (cfs) of flow.  1.55 cfs = 1 MGD.  Therefore the flume delivers 3.0 cfs/1.55 cfs/MGD = 2.02 MGD.
New DMR Format

Part of the implementation of the Electronic Discharge Monitoring Report (eDMR) system will include a minor change to the paper DMR form.  You will probably remember back a few years when we changed from the multi-part DMRs to the single, laser printed DMRs we use now.  The new DMRs will also be laser printed, but will have a slightly different format.
The current DMRs have two columns for Quantity Limits and three columns for Concentration Limits.  The new format will have three columns for Quantity Limits and three columns for Concentration Limits.  If you are required to report monthly average, weekly average and daily maximum quantities for BOD and TSS, you can report them on one line of the new DMR rather than on two lines as you have to do with the current DMR format. The pictures on the following page show the old and new DMR formats.

Your limits will not change and the parameters you are required to report will not change.  The only thing different is where you put the numbers.  You should expect to see the new DMR format when you receive the June, 2009 DMRs.

Remember this?
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This is an example of the Present DMR Format 
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This is an example of the New DMR Format
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