Maine DEP Update

Water Quality Re-classification and
Integrated Water Quality Report







I U.S. Clean Water Act (con’t) ’
§303c ~

Triennial Review
Water Quality Re-classification
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What is a “Class”?
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l $ Standards

=
ik 1 includes designated uses (“fishing”; “swimming”, etc)
and

1 characteristics and criteria to maintain those uses.
$ Prohibitions and conditions on certain types

of activities.

1 example: “Class A discharges must be equal to or
better than receiving water”




l Maine Water Classes ‘




The water classification
system in Maine is better
described as

a scale of risk,
than
a scale of guality.




Class Prohibitions -
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$ Class AA & SA-marine- = $ outstanding resources, no
discharges, no dams

discharges “equal to or better”
No alternatives to the activity
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$ Class A-

$ discharges shall cause no
detrimental change

$ Class B & SB-marine -

$ Class C & SC-marine—- $ well-managed dams &
discharges allowed

$ Lake GPA -

$ no discharges, no discharges to
tributaries that affect trophic
state




Reclassification Process
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$ DEP solicits Input:

- 1 department studies, state agencies, the public,
tribes, municipalities, industries, federal/interstate
agencies

$ DEP conducts public meetings
$ Board conducts hearings on proposals.
$ Board makes recommendations to Legislature.

$ Legislature makes final determination in
statute.




Principles of reclassification |
1n Maine statute
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ﬁ When a waterbody attains standards
~ | of next higher class the Board shall

recommend the higher class.

$ When waterbody cannot attain
standards of its assigned class it
may be reclassified lower (pending a
Use Attainability Analysis and EPA
approval).




Additional prmmples
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l $ “Reasonably expected to attain” higher class

" (ie, set attainable goals) with:

1 removal of wastes,
1 improved treatment, or
1 other management change

$ Provide regional diversity of water classes.

$ Higher class water should flow into waters of lower
class (generally)

$ Avoid fragmenting waterbody by class.
$ Reclassification is a continuous process (3 year cycle).



Maine Water Quality
Classifications

Rivers and Streams
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% OF LINEAR
MILES OF
STATUTORY

i CLASSIFICATIONS
- Class AA =6%

- Class A =45%

Class B =47%
Class C =2%
(Class C >8-10% for

large rivers and urban
Streams)

State of Maine

Fresh Water Classifieations
AA Waters
A Waters
B Waters
C Waters

Estuarine & Marine Waters
SA Waters

5C Waters







Water Quality Classification law

http://jJanus.state.me.us/legis/
statutes/38/title38sec464.html &




U.S. Clean Water Act (con’t)
§303d and 305b 4

Impaired Waters list and WQ
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Designated Uses

allD" s e R e
DRINKING WATER =—p +,6 5 b

+’

FISHING —_—

RECREATION >

>

NAVIGATION, HYDROPWR, —» o0
INDUSTRIAL, (AGRICULT)




Classes and Criteria @
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Numeric Criteria Narrative Criteria
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Dissolved Bacteria
Oxygen (E. coli8 Habitat Aquatic Life (Biological)
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Class B

Non-attainment (NA) stream does not meet minimum criteria
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o Maine Class Attainment Evaluation
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A Yes --
B Yes Upggade
A B No TMDL

B NA No TMDL
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Listings Changes 2004 to 2006

$t Category 32 (+28 miles)
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Non-attainment of

DeS|gnated Uses (miles)
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l Rivers: 1
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$ FISH AND AQUATIC LIFE B C
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1
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DRAFT Changes- 2006 to 2008
~ Rivers and Streams
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2006 Summary for

~ Marine (miles?)
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I Marine !
Non-attainment of

. Designated Uses (sq. miles)
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~ $ FISH CONSUMPTION Coast-wide
1 15( 5
$ RECREATION 153
1
$ FISH AND AQUATIC LIFE 3
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I MAINE

l 2006 INTEGRATED REPORT r
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I Maine Rivers .
Water Quality Standards | _
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$ Goal-based and risk-based approach

% Four classes in water quality standards
o 1 6§ (
$ Classes correspond to a gradient of

expected condition-) ) ! & |
$ Criteria to Protect Designated Uses
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1 $ Dissolved Oxygen Criteria
- 1 Instantaneous for maintenance of fish: “not less than 7 ppm?’;
“not less than 75% saturation”

@ 5 Bacteria Criteria
1 As naturally occurs

$ Aquatic Life Criteria

1 As naturally occurs

$ Habitat

1 Characterized as natural




