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I'll rephrase this, since it’s critical to the argument of this report. The way our bodies perceive balance
and motion in turn influences a host of brain functions which at first glance might appear to be entirely
unrelated to balance and motion. As 1 said, this is what the latest "balance" research tells us—more

accurately, balance research combined with psychiatric, neurologic and cognitive research.

Incidentally, the people specializing in this kind of research are called neuro-otologists—from neuro for

brain, and oto for ear.

And what are these seemingly unrelated brain functions affected by our perception of balance and

motion?

a) Alerting and awakening

b) Memory

¢) Spatial processing. Spatial processing is defined as the ability to 1) picture things, 2) remember.
where things are, 3) remember how to get somewhere, 4) understand how things work, 5) figure
out how to put something together or fix it, 6) figure out the most efficient order and timing of
something (such as work around the kitchen, farm, fishing boat, property, or a series of errands),
7) remember what you're looking for when you get someplace (such as errands in town), 8)

understand math concepts, 9) along with a host of other critical thinking functions.

d) The physiologic manifestations of fear. This means increased heart rate and blood pressure

sweating, nausea, and hyper-alertness.

e) Aversive learning. This is when something bad happens and as a result of the experience you
now know to avoid the situation in future. The classic illustration in both animals and people
comes from vomiting after you eat something. You avoid that food afterwards for a long time.
(Remember that experience as a child?) Aversive learning is so imprinted on mammals (we are
mammals) that even the environment associated with this experience can trigger the feelings of
nausea—to continue the nausea illustration. Merely smelling that particular food, or bemg in the
same restaurant, or just thmkmg about that particular food, or seeing the food—makes you

queasy. Aversive learning is potent and, clearly, an evolutionarily old refléx in mammals.
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Okay. Aler:tfng and awakening, memory, spatial processing, the pl'g)siolog?cal manifestations of fear, and
aversive learning. All five brain functions are profoundly affected by our sense of balance and motion.

All five get messed up when our sense of balance and motion is thrown off.

Back to wind turbines. Open any online newspaper article discussing Wind Turbine Syndrome and you
almost invariably discover that someone has posted a comment ridiculing the whole idea for the obvious
reason that there’s no conceivable way such a disparate range of health problems—memory deficits,
spatial processing deficits, anxiety and fear and panic, and aversive learning—could possibly be triggered
by a wind turbine, of all things. Clearly, continues our brilliant curbside commentator, people who live
near turbines and report these symptoms are making them up (probably because they don’t like the damn
things), and just as clearly the doctor who takes these seriously (that would be me) is a fake.

To which I respond: Clearly the authors of these brilliant gems of logic (forgive my cynicism) are neither
neurobiologists nor clinicians—nor are they experiencing the symptoms which are clearly,

unambiguously reported by many people living in the shadow (as it were) of industrial wind turbines.

Back to real medicine. Wind Turbine Syndrome symptoms, outlined above, occur together because
humans are hardwired to exhibit these precise symptoms when their balance and motion sensors are dis-

regulated—as happens to many people living near wind turbines.

It’s important to emphasize these symptoms are not psychological (as if people are fabricating them); they
are neurological. People have no control whatsoever over their response to the turbines. It happens

automatically. One can’t turn on and turn off these symptoms.

We can be emphatic about this because balance signals (called vestibular signals) are the one kind of
sensory signal we simply cannot tune out. You can tune out (ignore) what you see and hear—but not

what comes in from your sense of balance. Call it a law of nature, if you like.

And what provides our sense of balance? Balance comes from a combination of signals. I'll rephrase
this: balance comes from clusters of signals from different body organs. One source being, of course, the

inner ear.

Stop. We need to review the anatomy of the inner ear, since it’s essential to understanding Wind Turbine

Syndrome.
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Start with the weird flap of skin on the side of your head, necessary for holding up your glasses and,
naturally, earrings. This is not the outer ear; it’s the pinna. (Boxers get cabbage pinna.) The outer ear is
where you put Q-Tips, and where your two-year old stores beads and other treasures, where earwax lives, . ..
}

and where water gets lodged when you shower—and you have to shake it out. The outer ear is a blind

pouch ending at the eardrum, sealing off the pouch at the inner end.

Then comes the middle ear: the place between the eardrum and what’s called the oval window. This is
the part of the ear that gets infected in little kids. (Moms, remember all those times you took Johnny to
the doctor and she said, “Yup, Johnny has an ear infection.” This is after Johnny woke up screaming in
the night, after having a cold for three days.) The middle ear is open to the air, through the Eustachian
(pronounced “U-station™) tube from the back of the throat (up behind the nose). And the middle ear
houses those wonderful three little bones, incus (“ink-us”), malleus (“mal-ee-us”), and stapes (“stay-

peas”™), that are linked in a chain. Incus, malleus, and stapes transmit the energy of the vibrating eardrum

to the inner ear.

This brings us to our destination in this mini-lesson: the inner ear. The inner ear consists of the
semicircular canals (which you remember from higil school biology) and the so-called otolith organs
(which you probably don’t remember from high school biology). The otolith organs are one of the keys
to understanding Wind Turbine Syndrome. They consist of two little membranous sacs which are
attached to the cochlea (“coke-leah”) (the spiral-shaped, membranous organ that transduces the

mechanical energy of sound into neural signals) and to the semicircular canals (membranous organs
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which make a semi-circle in each of the three planes of movement—vertical forward, vertical sideways,
and horizontal—and transduce angular acceleration: if you nod or turn your head, they detect it).

Bear with me a moment longer; we’re almost there. Embedded in the two otolith organs are—believe it
or not—rocks. (Remember when your teacher accused you having rocks in your head?) Well, not really
rocks; they’re tiny. In fact they’re microscopic stones made of calcium carbonate (yes, chalk, or clam
shells). The weight of these stones allows us to detect gravity and linear acceleration, by sending signals

to the brain via minute neural (nerve) hair cells.

In people predisposed to Wind Turbine Syndrome the otolith organs (utricle and saccule) are (I propose)
being rocked abnormally, thus sending aberrant motion signals to the brain. Either this, or their inner ear
organs in general—which are all interconnected as a “membranous labyrinth”—may be hyper-sensitive to

pressure changes, such as those produced by turbines.

We’re in the presence, here, of a truly ancient anatomical structure. Many millions of years old. _

Biologists call it the macule (“mack-ewell”), which just means the “spot.” The macule is critical in fish

and us, and everything in between.

The macule: the membranous structure with hair cells embedded in the membrane and the otoliths fixed
on top in a protein matrix. Mother Nature loved the macule so much that she conserved it through eons of
evolution. Fish use these organs to figure out, instantaneously, which way is up, just like us. Fish use the
macule for detecting pressure shifts in the water, such as the waves made by nearby predators or prey, or

the low frequency noise traveling over long distances from waves breaking on shorelines, thus helping

them navigate during migration.

Otoliths. The macule. Very ancient. Ancient and fundamental organs of balance and motion that appear

to be thrown out of whack by wind turbines, with consequences I have called Wind Turbine Syndrome.

Back, now, to what provides us with our sense of balance. I said balance comes from a combination of
signals, and I just explained how some of them originate in the inner ear. Besides the inner éar, the eyes
also send motion and position signals to the brain. So, too, do muscles and joints all over the body,

involving what are called “stretch” receptors, telling us where we are in space. -
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And lastly, we maintain our balance by newly discovered stretch and pressure receptors in the chest and
abdomen. These tiny receptors rely on various organs, including blood vessels and blood itself, as

weights to detect the body's orientation to gravity and other forms of acceleration:.

All this is the proper context for studying people’s health complaints from wind turbines. Health
complaints that are routinely dismissed by the wind industry as nonsense. (Not unlike the tobacco
industry dismissing health issues from smoking.) The wind industry, however, is not made up of

clinicians, nor is it made up of people suffering from wind turbines.

In time, I hope, researchers will be able to measure and correlate wind turbine noise (audible and sub-
audible) and vibration with the symptoms people experience in real time—that is, while they’re actually

experiencing the symptoms. Until that happens, I offer this report as a pilot study.

Introduction and Backeround B

Developers say turbines are quiet. No louder than a household
refrigerator. With this (false) claim, they easily convince local
governments it’s okay to erect turbines mere hundreds of feet
from people’s homes. Nearly in their backyards, in many

instances.

Wind turbine setbacks, in other words, are wind-industry-driven.

Virtually no government regulation.

This is where my phone (and email) starts ringing. People from around the world contacting me to say,
often with great emotion in their voice, they haven’t slept well (if at all) since the turbines were installed
1500 feet (and more) from their back door. Not just insomnia, but a host of health issues, again, since the

turbines in the neighbor’s field began operation.

For over four years I’ve been listening to their complaints. Describing symptoms that are remarkably
consistent, person to person. Consistent and, often, debilitating. Symptoms, I began realizing, that

suggest people’s balance systems are getting messed up.
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I realized what’s needed is a clinical definition of the way people are getting sick when they live near
wind turbines. If we can nail down the pathophysiology of their illness, we’re in a better position to

figure out,

a) precisely what's causing it
b) how many people are getting it
c). who is susceptible

d)" how to control or prevent it.
This became my goal: figure out the pathophysiology of the illness cluster they all describe.

So let’s begin. Except immediately there’s a problem. Which is, developers focus on noise. They hire an
acoustician to measure noise levels (incidentally, there are many ways to slice and dice noise

measurements), who then writes a report saying, in effect,

a) the turbines are emitting this (whatever) dB of noise
b) the conventional acoustical wisdom about this range of dB says it doesn’t create health problems
c) hence, we conclude these people are faking their symptoms

d) end of story

I turn the above sequence inside out. We need to begin with c) symptoms, not a) noise levels. The
symptoms are consistent person to person, no matter if it's England or Canada or what have you.

Furthermore, the symptom cluster fits with known clinical mechanisms. There is no mystery here.
Hence, the symptom cluster becomes—imust become—the chief reference point.

When one measures noise, one must refine noise measurements so as to answer what it is about the noise
spectrum at this moment, when people are actually getting symptoms, versus that other moment when

they're not getting symptoms. This is the value of noise measurements.

Other published reports on health and wind turbines, by the way, find the identical set of symptoms to
what I found. In my report I reyiew papers by Dr. Amanda Harry, Barbara Frey and Peter Hadden, and

Prof. Robyn Phipps.
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a) Harry found all the same problems, and, interestingly, her group of patients was shifted toward
older folks. Moreover, she sampled the same way I did: she talked to people who were bothered.

b) Frey and Hadden document the same symptoms in people's own narratives.

¢) Phipps mailed questionnaires to everyone living within 9.3 miles of turbines. She got affirmative
responses about unpleasant physical symptoms from people living at least 1.24 miles from
turbines, on up to 2.2 miles. Some even further. Phipps got even more detail about what they
were experiencing because (almost) 7% were so distressed, they telephoned her to describe more

specifically their problems from turbine noise and vibration—almost all of them exhibiting

disturbed sleep.

My own subjects make it clear their problems are caused by noise and vibration and, in some instances,
moving blade shadows. What’s more, my subjects notice that symptoms came and went with the wind’s
direction and strength, turbine spinning speed, which way the turbines were facing, and particular sounds
coming from the turbines. In other words, they see their symptoms going up and down depending on
what the turbines are doing. They also know that the quality of noise is strange and bothersome even
compared to other loud noises, like nearby trains or cars. A few people were specifically bothered by the

shadow flicker in rooms or blade shadows sweeping the landscape.

Above all, the symptoms went away h'n't]-:-zejf left home and the turbines, and symptoms returned when

they came back home.

Again, the only rational way to study the problem is symptoms first, noise measurements second, not the

reverse.

Noise. You, dear reader, need to understand what noise is before we go further. If you’re confident your

grasp of noise is sophisticated, then skip the next few paragraphs. Otherwise, here we go.
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" Wind turbines indisputably make noise from infrasonic (below what you hear), through the range you can
hear (audible, in other words), to ultrasonic (above what you hear). This is well established. By "above"
and "below" we mean "pitch." "Frequency" means "pitch." Hence, low frequency noise (LFN) means
"low-pitched," like the low notes on a piano. High frequency means high-pitched, like the "s" sounds in

human speech.

Noise also has a quality of intensity or power which, if the sound is within the hearing range, we call
"loudness." Loudness or intensity is measured as "decibels" or "sound pressure level." These are both

measures of how much energy, or power, is in the sound wave, and is also called “amplitude.”

Next definition: wavelength. A high frequency wave means a short wavelength (as with ocean waves:
when the waves arrive in rapid succession the distance between the wave peaks is short). Low frequency

means a long wavelength: peaks further apart, although the waves travel at the same speed.

Now things get interesting. 4 sound wave in the air is a sequence of pressure changes. A sound wave in

a solid is more like a vibration. (In fact the word "vibration" is technically used to refer only to what

happens in solids.)

(As an aside, I will often talk about noise and vibration together because I'm talking about a continuum of
energy as it passes through different substances. For instance, a sound wave coming through the air,

hitting a building, can make the walls vibrate, which in turn sets up sound waves inside the room.)

When symptoms of the sort we’re dealing with; here, have been medically studied, they are typically
associated with lower sound frequency ranges—below hearing range or in the lower part of the hearing

range. With further research into Wind Turbine Syndrome it may turn out that some of the turbine noise
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in the higher frequencies is also causing symptoms; however, the chief noise culprit, from past clinical

studies, appears to be low frequency noise.

Loudness, or intensity, also matters. How loud does a low frequency noise have to be to trigger health
effects? Acousticians are taught, "If vou can’t hear it, it can't hurt you!" This, however, is an
oversimplification of how the body works. Noise health standards focus on protecting people's ears from
loud noise that could damage their hearing. What these standards ignore is pressure detection by the

balance mechanism or pressure or vibration effects on other parts of the body.

There’s the rub.

When we decide to look at symptoms first, the noise issue becomes very simple. People's symptoms
come and go. Acousticians need to measure noise levels when symptoms are present and compare these
to noise levels when symptoms are absent. In this manner they can find out exactly what frrequencies at

what intensities are causing symptoms. B

In the Discussion section of my clinical report, I give two examples of published accounts by German
noise control engineers correlating symptoms with their noise measurements. In each case the symptoms
(very similar to Wind Turbine Syndrome, incidentally) were due to very low frequency noise. In one case

the noise was identified but not the noise source; in the other case the source was a large building

. ventilator fan.

Back to my crash course on noise. (Yes, the pun is intended.) Resonance. Resonance is what happens
inside the body of a guitar or violin after a string is plucked or disturbed by a bow. It's like an echo inside
a space. Thus certain wavelengths bounce back and forth very efficiently, given the size of that space.
The walls of the space tend to vibrate at particular frequencies, and if the natural vibration frequency of
the wall is the same as the incoming sound frequency, the wall itself (guitar wall, violin wall) can give an

added "punch” to the sound, making it louder.

This is a lot like pumping a swjhg. (We all did this as children.) Swinging is a kind of wave fx.mction,f
like sound, with frequency and amplitude. The frequency of the swing is how many times per minute it's
going back and forth. Frequency depends on the length of the ropes—a short swing swings faster.
Amplitude is how high the child is swinging. Resonance is a child who knows how to pump (add some
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energy to the swinging) at exactly the right time to increase the amplitude (swing higher). The frequency
stays the same, but, as the child pumps, she swings higher and higher.

The child pumping is like the wall of a resonant chamber; it provides a little push to the "wave" at exactly

the right time.
Okay, course on noise is over. Now let’s apply it to Wind Turbine Syndrome.

Resonances occur inside body spaces and in solid but flexible or elastic parts of the body, such as along
the spine. Different parts of the body have different resonant frequencies. Many of these are in the low
frequency range. When a sound wave or vibration hits the body, it’s more likely to set up vibrations in a

body part with a matching resonant frequency.

In Wind Turbine Syndrome, an important body resonance is the resonance of the chest and abdominal
space. The chest wall is made of elastic muscles, bones, cartilage, tendons, and ligaments, giving the
chest a natural recoil we use in breathing. We use energy to expand the chest to breathe in, but much of

the force to push the air back out comes from the elastic recoil of the chest.

One of the important parts of the breathing mechanism is the diaphragm muscle at the bottom of the
chest. It's dome-shaped, like the top of an egg. When you take a breath, the diaphragm flattens. As it
flattens, it pulls down, thus expanding the chest space and pushing on the abdominal space. The
abdominal space is very soft and flexible, the front being thin sheets of muscle, skin, and other soft
tissues, without bone or cartilage. So when you breathe in, your stomach sticks out. When you relax the

diaphragm muscle, it springs back to its dome shape and it pushes air out. Natural elasticity at work.

* Hence, when air pressure waves enter the lung, it takes very little energy in the air pressure waves to set
this very mobile system vibrating. At frequencies between 4 and 8 times per second, the diaphragm will

vibrate. Frequencies 4-8 times/second are low frequency noise or infrasound, below hearing range.

Not only the dia:phragm vibrates, but the entire mass of internal organs in the abdomen swing up and

down with diaphragm movements. One of the largest abdominal organs, the liver, is attached to the

underside of the diaphragm.
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There are other places in the body with resonance, including the eyes (globes with bone around them and
less dense material inside) and the brain case. Even the spine (backbone) has a resonance frequency. The

spine is elastic. If it's vibrated at a particular frequency it can set up‘a vertical vibration along the spine.

Even very small body parts, like blood vessels inside the brain, have resonances that influence the damage

caused by air pressure waves from a nearby blast, for example.

In sum, what we casually call noise can have a powerful impact on numerous internal structures and

cavities. We will see the significance of all this in the Discussion, below.

Before moving on to the Methods section, a few words about measuring sound power and what’s called
“A-weighting” and “C-weighting.” It's difficult to measure the loudness, or energy, of sound in
consistent, reproducible ways, especially at low frequencies. A-weighted and C-weighted “networks” in
sound-measuring equipment screen sound energy (i.e., loudness) according to frequency. A-weighting

_ screens out most of the low frequency and high frequency sounds; it's biased toward what the human ear

hears best. C-weighting includes more of the low frequency sounds, but not the very lowest frequencies.

It's easy to obtain standardized measuring equipment with these two weighting networks (A and C), but
measuring the power of the lowest frequency sound requires expensive and specialized equipment that's
not standardized among models. Nevertheless, if we are to fully understand Wind Turbine Syndrome, it's

at this lowest of low frequencies that measurements must be made.

Methods

I used what’s called a case series as my research protocol. (Remember my definition of a case series

from the Preface: “A descriptive account of a series of individuals with the same new medical problem.”)

In medical research, case series don’t usually have control (comparison) groups. However, ] added a new
wrinkle to my study, based on my training in field ecology: despite not having a formal control ;

(comparison) group, I chose subjects and arranged the way I collected information so I could create

comparisons.
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First, to call this a wind-turbine-associated problem at all, I compared how people were during exposure
to how they were when rnot exposed, and I specified that “not exposed” meant both before and affer living
near turbines. All my subjects saw their problems start soon after turbines went on-line near their homes,

and all saw their problems go away when they were away from the turbines.

Second, to discover medical risk factors, I compared subjects who exhibited particular symptoms more
intensely, to those who did not. Then Ilooked at whether these differences were influenced by age,

underlying health conditions, etc.

There was a third type of implicit comparison going on—to the population at large. For example, both I
and Dr. Harry sampled in the same way—we interviewed affected adults—and we both wound up with
samples shifted toward people in their 50°s or older. This suggests that older people are more often
affected, since older people are over-represented in our samples. (This makes medical sense, and also

corresponds to patterns of noise complaints in other, non-wind-turbine settings).

Additionally, in my study there are more people with underlying migraine than in the general population,

suggesting that people with migraine are, like older people, more susceptible.
Hence, the more elderly and migraineurs (people who get migraines) stand out in my investigations.

Now, let’s consider what a standard epidemiologic study of Wind Turbine Syndrome might look like, as
distinct from my case series approach. When a scientist sets out to perform an epidemiologic study, he
(she) begins by defining two identical groups to be studied. Notice, this is before either group is exposed
to the (supposedly) disease-causing agent. One group being the study group, the other the control group.
The study group, of course, is the so-called guinea pig: the individuals about to be exposed to the
potential problem, in this case wind turbines. The control group is identical in every conceivable way to

the study group: by age, by sex, and (in the case of wind turbines) similar rural areas with similar

occupations, etc.

Then exposure starts. In this case, the turbines are built and turned on—though only, as I said, for the
study group. The researchers monitor what happens to everybody in both groups—guinea pigs, non-

guinea pigs—and make comparisons and draw conclusions.
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But there’s a problem. A problem in what’s called medical ethics. It’s unethical to design a study to

expose people to something already suspected to be harmful.

So another type of epidemiologic study, a case-control study, comes to the rescue. In a case-control
study, people meeting the case definition for Wind Turbine Syndrome would be enrolled. For each case,
two or three other similar people not living near turbines would also be enrolled. These are the controls.

The researcher would collect the same types of data on all cases and controls, and make comparisons.

But to do this we need to know what a case is: we need a case definition. A case definition describes the
symptoms and findings, proves there’s consistency from person to person, and presents ideas or

hypotheses about what causes the newly defined illness.

That is what my study has done—created a case definition. The next step is an epidemiologic study, but

the case definition comes first.

Back to an epidemiologic study. A standard epidemiologic study would require several years of study, a
huge research grant, and a small army of researchers. Besides this, as I explained in the Preface, the gag
clauses found in wind leases and so-called Good Neighbor Agreements, plus the desire to sell one’s home
yet not reveal the noise toxicity and thus scuttle a potential sale, and the trickiness of community

relationships—all these considerations would make an epidemiologic study highly difficult and perhaps

doomed.

Nevertheless, epidemiologic studies should be undertaken. At least the attempt should be made.

My report should be seen as a necessary preliminary step to this much larger, more ambitious, more long
term study. However, no government or private agency will undertake this Big Study without a

preliminary project like mine—Ilet’s call it a pilot study—showing there is in fact something worth

studying.

Back to rfay report. The problem in any clinical study is figuring out which new symptoms are due to a
new exposure and which are not. In an epidemiologic study this is worked out by having parallel groups,
with one group not getting exposed. Since I didn’t have the resources to do such a study, I insisted that
among my study subjects there be a post-exposure period—a time after exposure ended, during which the

symptoms disappeared. Wind Turbine Syndrome is defined only as those symptoms which came on

Santa Fe, NM: K-Selected Books, 2009
Copyrighted by Nina Pierpont



Nina Pierpont, MD, PhD Wind Turbine Syndrome for Non-Clinicians _3-4-0g draft Page 16 of 37
Drait Copy.
. ¥ i

-

-

during exposure and abated only after exposure ended. Tt may not capture all the health effects of wind
turbine exposure, because of the limitations built into my study design. But it certainly captured a

* significant set of symptoms.

There’s an additional way I generated a comparison group. I either interviewed every family member or,
in the case of a 5-year-old and the elderly senile, I got information on these people. In this way I
discovered that not everyone in the family was equally affected, despite living in the same house at the
same distance from the turbines. I used comparisons between affected and non-affected people to figure

out which parts of their pre-exposure medical history predicted which symptoms during exposure.
With this in mind, notice how I chose my study subjects:

a) at least one family member was severely affected by living near turbines

b) the family either had to have left the home or spent sufficient time away to experience relief from
symptoms

c) the people I interviewed had to be able to say clearly, consistently, and in detail what had
happened to them, under what conditions and at what time

d) they all live near turbines put into operation between 2004 and 2007

e) ifthey had already moved out when interviewed, it was less than 6 weeks since they’d moved out

) they had to have taken serious action to protect themselves from the turbine exposure (generally

identified as noise):

a. some moved out
b. some purchased a second home in anticipation of moving out

some left home for months

R ©

one family renovated the house in an effort to mitigate the noise

e. and one man took to sleeping in his root cellar

A final point. This squiggly symbol, ¥, is called “chi squared” (pronounced “keye,” as

in “eye”). Don’t panic! It’s a sirhple statistical test. I’ll illustrate with an example.

1) You have a group of people

2) . You classify them as tall or short, with blue eyes or brown eyes

Santa Fe, NM: ‘K-Selected Books, 2009
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3) Ay statistic lets you say if blue eyes are associated with being tall or short in anything other than
a random way

4) Since everyone knows that having blue or brown eyes has nothing to do with whether you’re tall
or short, if you do a y* statistic on, say, 20 people, categorized for both of these qualities (eye
color and height), it would come out to be non-significant

5) End of illustration. Now, that wasn’t so hard, was it?

Notice, when you read my full report you encounter what are called p (probability) values in parentheses,
together with y” values. Again, don’t panic. The p is the probability that the relationship between the two
variables (eye color and height) is random. In other words, that being tall does not increase your

probability of having blue eyes, or that height and eye color are totally unrelated.

P goes between 0 (zero) and | (one). Very low p values mean there’s a significant correlation between
the two variables. “Very low” would be less than 0.05. Less than 0.01 means there’s an even stronger

likelihood the two variables (eye color and height) occur together more than by chance. -

Okay, you can breathe again; we’re done with the math. This is precisely how I identify “risk factors” in
my study. (Risk factor is something in your medical history or makeup that makes you susceptible, in
this case, to Wind Turbine Syndrome when exposed to turbines.) I applied a x” analysis. For instance, I
look at whether a person has or does not have tinnitus when exposed to turbines. I compare that to
whether they do or don’t have a history of industrial noise exposure. I discovered, in this particular

example, that a significant relationship does exist.

We’ll come back to this in the Results section, below.

Results

’

My study demonstrated the following to be the core symptoms of Wind Turbine Syndrome.

1) First, almost everyone had disturbed sleep. Two particularly interesting patterns emerged in the

disturbed sleep.
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a. The first being what we might call “fear” patterns. This would be childhood night terrors
and adults waking up alarmed and hyper-alert (i.e., felt they had to check and see if
* someone had broken into the home, even though they knew they had been awakened by
turbine noise). At times adults woke up with a racing heart at night.
b. The second was a tendency to urinate a lot at night. For adults this meant getting up

frequently, and for one child it involved bed wetting (which resolved whenever she was

away from the turbines).

I didn’t look for risk factors for sleep disturbance since virtually everyone interviewed had

disturbed sleep.

Headaches. Slightly more than half the study group had headaches that were worse than what
they normally experienced before and after turbine exposure. Headaches that lasted longer and

were more severe, in other words.

Half of the people getting headaches were people with pre-existing migraine disorder (i.e., a
hereditary tendency to get severe headaches, along with dizziness, nausea, visual changes, or
strong avoidance of light and sound during these headache episodes). All the children who got

headaches during turbine exposure either had migraine disorder themselves or their parents had

migraine disorder.

About half the adults who got headaches during exposure had no risk factors for headache which

I could identify. This means that anyone can get severe headaches when exposed to turbines.

Ear symptoms. Tinnitus was a dominant symptom during exposure. Tinnitus: ringing, buzzing,

a waterfall noise, or even a buzzing that seems to be inside the head. Risk factors for tinnitus

during exposure were:

a. having some tinnitus before exposure
b. having some hearing loss before exposure,

c. aprevious industrial noise exposure

All these suggest previous damage to the inner ear, which could come from noise exposure,

chemotherapy, certain antibiotics, head injury, or even whiplash injury.
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People also experienced pain and popping and a feeling of pressure in their ears.

The fourth core symptom I am calling VVVD. Visceral Vibratory Vestibular Disturbance. This
is a new symptom to medicine, I believe. Before reading further, you should study the VVVD
symptom accounts in the Results section (page xxx), so you have a mental picture of what people

say they’re experiencing.

Once you’ve looked over those accounts we can move on to consider how the symptoms of

VVVD can occur together. The symptoms being:

a. A feeling of internal pulsation, quivering or vibration. For some, breathing feels
controlled or restricted.

b. Nervousness or jitteriness. Fear. The urge to flee. The urge to check the house for
safety.
Shaking

d. Rapid heartbeat

e. Nausea

VVVD is essentially the symptoms of a panic attack associated with feelings of movement inside

the chest in people who have never had panic attacks before (none of my subjects had).

Because VVVD is so similar to panic attacks, I looked for a correlation between VVVD and a
history of any other kind of anxiety or depression or mental health disorder. I found there is no
relationship. However there was a highly significant correlation between VVVD and pre-existing

motion sensitivity (i.e., people who get car-sick, seasick, or had a history of repeated episodes of

vertigo).

Out of the 21 adults (age 22 and up) in the study, 14 had VVVD. The two toddlers in the study
looked like they had something similar. Though we don’t know exactly what they felt, they woke "
up screaming several times per night, and were inconsolable and hard to get back to bed or to

sleep. The two 5-year-olds in the study also awoke fearful in the night.
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Concentration and memory. Almost everyone in the study had some kind of problem with
concentration and memory. The more severe concentration problems were linked with a general
loss of energy and motivation. What’s noteworthy, among many of my subjects, was the degree
to which they lost basic skills they had prior to turbine exposure, and the way teachers noticed
new problems with kids’ schoolwork and sent notes home. (Here, you should read the
Concentration and Memory symptom accounts in the Results section, on page xxx, and the

accounts of recovery from these symptoms on page xxx.)

For some people, these problems with thinking resolved as soon as they got away from the
turbines, or even if the turbines turned in another direction. For others, they did not resolve
immediately, but improved gradually over time. To me this suggests that the memory and

concentration difficulties were not solely due to sleep disturbance.

[ see the cognitive problems as the most worrisome of the whole constellation of Wind Turbine
Syndrome symptoms. Somehow the brain seems to be conditioned into new patterns, as though
thinking patterns have changed with the distorted vestibular input or prolonged disturbance of

sleep. More about this later.

The remaining core symptoms were irritability and anger, which occurred in most of my
subjects, including the children. Often it was the children’s behavior and school problems, their

irritability and loss of social coping skills, that drove families to move out of their homes and

away from the turbines.

Most subjects had fatigue — sometimes a distinctly leaden feeling — and loss of enjoyment and
motivation for usual activities. For most this cleared up soon after they got away from the

turbines.

Finally, I listed clusters of symptoms that subjects told me about, but would require other modes
of study (including physical exams or lab tests or x-rays, and a case-control format) to find out if
they are connected to turbines. These symptoms occurred in low numbers in my study. They

included lower respiratory infections (bronchitis, pneumonia, pleurisy) that were unusual for the

. people who got them, worsened asthma, unusual middle ear fluid or infections, and ocular stroke.
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Though my study cannot prove a connection, I think they are worth attention in a large-scale

study of wind turbine health effects.

Discussion

This section is about how I think Wind Turbine Syndrome works, and the ideas I got from the medical

literature and my referees. This is the most interesting section of the report—where we join the dots.

I recognized the symptoms of Wind Turbine Syndrome as being something coherent, something that
hangs together, because I already knew about what’s called migrainous vertigo or migraine-anxiety

associated dizziness.

Migraine is not just a bad headache. It has many other peculiar symptoms associated with it. My
husband has had migraines since he was a teen, but he never gets headaches. He gets dizziness, tiredness,
and patches where he can’t see (scotoma). He has to lie down till it goes away. Some years ago he had a
terrible episode of nauseating vertigo (a spinning kind of dizziness), tinnitus, and anxiety that developed
into depression. The person who figured out what was wrong with him was the otolaryngologist to whom

this book is dedicated, Dr. Dudley Weider.

Dr. Weider taught me how migraine, vertigo, tinnitus, and anxiety are neurologically related—and he
treated my husband successfully. I might add that my husband has always been motion sensitive. And I

learned that this commonly goes along with migraine.

When [ started hearing about the symptoms in Wind Turbine Syndrome, I recognized it as a related
complex of symptoms. I had hoped to share this report with Dr. Weider, but, alas, he had passed away.
Instead I had the pleasure of sharing it with a group of his former colleagues in otolaryngology. Read
through the list of referees and readers of this report, and yoﬁ will discover it’s a Dudley Weider reunion.
They taught me many other important matters regarding balance and the inner ear, which I’ve

incorporated into this report.

First, Drs. Lehrer and Black recognized the symptom complex of Wind Turbine Syndrome as similar to
the symptom complex of an inner ear problem called endolymphatic hydrops (EH). In the case of EH the
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symptoms are continuous or vary for unknown reasons. In Wind Turbine Syndrome these symptoms
come and go depending on whether people are near or far from the turbines. Or whether the turbines are

making a particular kind of noise, or facing in certain directions.

EH, which includes Meniere’s Disease (pronounced “Man-ears”) and perilymphatic fistula (where the
fluid is leaking from the inner ear into the middle ear), involves distorted pressure relationships between
the two fluid compartments in the inner ear: the endolymph and perilymph. This causes erratic and

distorted balance and (often) hearing signals to be sent to the brain.

This brings us to the balance system and how it works. It’s a complex system that penetrates many areas
of the brain and draws sensory signals from all over the body. Other senses have only one kind of

sensory input, whereas the balance system has four.

By balance system I mean a) how the body maintains its upright posture and also b) everything to do with
motion and position awareness. For example, the balance system is highly active during the turns and

twists of diving or gymnastics, even though a person is not staying upright.

Why all this focus on the balance system? Because I think that people susceptible to imbalance are
especially susceptible to Wind Turbine Syndrome. So I need to explain the different ways people become
imbalanced, and how the air pressure variations, or sound, from wind turbines may be triggering an

abnormal sense of motion in susceptible people.

As I 