DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION

Chapter 52%: General Permits for Certain Wastewater Discharpes

SUMMARY *"'f:h:s tule establishes procedures and critena for sssuance of
general pernmuts authonzing the discharge of certain pollutants to Waters of the
State A gemeral permut 1s 1ssued by the State to cover a-multiple individual
discharge sources and locations whach all have the same type of discharges and
which 1ovolve situations havang-e-where the Department deternunes there 1s a
relatively low nsk for signuficant environmental unpact General pernuts may be
1ssued for different specific categones of discharge activities  Thus rule tncludes
in Section 2 the authorily for the general permul program  Applhcations for
coverage under a general permut and conditions shseh-that must be observed by
all persons coveted by any gencral permat as descnbed 1n Section 3 Thus rule s
m part takm—ﬁram-smnlm' to federal regulauans -and-mest-reforences-and-torms

5—the-conte; 3 g : melations—To apd the reader, a
cltauon to 1he g@mggmg_appmpﬁate—fedml regulation 15 shown in each

sechon of ths rule

Section 1. References to Federal Regulations. Portions of this rule refer to federal regulations of the
United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Unless otherwise specified, the federal
. regulations referenced are those regulations effective as of July 1, 4998 20006, as they appear 1o volume

40 of the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR), U § Govemnment Printing Office, 732 N Capitol St NW,

Washington, DC

Section 2. Issnance of general permits. [see 40 CFR 122 28]

(a} Coverage The Department may 1ssue a peneral permut in accordance with the following

(1) Area The general pemmit shall be wniten to cover a-sategeryone or more gategories or

subcategones of discharges or facilihes described in the permt under paragraph {a)(2}(nn) of
this section, except those covered by individual permruts, within a gecgraphic area The area
shatt-should correspond to existing geographic or political boundanies, such as

{1) Designated plarmung areas under sections 208 and 303 of CWA,

(1) Sewer districts or sewer authonties,

(1) City, county, or State political boundaries,

{1v) State highway systems,

{v) Standard metropolitan slatistical areas as defined by the Cffice of Management and
Budget,

{vi) Urbamized areas as designaled by the Bureau of the Census according 1o critena in 30 FR
15202 (May 1, 1974), or

(vi1) Any other appropriate division or combimation of boundanes

(2) Sources The general pemmul may be wntten to regulate_gne or more catepories or
subcalegones of discharges or facihities, withun the area descnbed in paragraph (a)(1) of this

section, where the sources wittun a covered subcategory of discharpes are either

(1) $torm waler point sources, o

{1n) A—eateperOne or more categones or subcategones of pomnt sources other than storm
water pomt sources, or a category of ''treatment works treating domestic sewage, "f the
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sources or ' treatment works treating domestic sewage” within each category or
subcategory all

(A) Involve the same or substantially sumlar types of operations,

(B) Discharge the same types of wastes,

(C) Requre the same effluent hmutations or operating condions,

(D) Require the same or sirular monatorng, and

(E) in the opiuon of the Department, are more appropniately controlled under a general
permut than under individual peruts

Where sources within a specific catepory or subcatepory of disc ers are subject to water

gualrty-based lmnits 1wnposed pursuant to Chapter 523(5}. the sources wt that specific category
or subcategory shall be subject 10 the same water quality-based effluent linutations

4} The general permu t clearby ident applicable condibigps for each cate r

subcategory of discharpers or treatment works treating domestic sewage covered by the
perm:t

Th { permut may exclude tfied s or areas from covera

(b} Admimstration

(1) 63-In general General permuts may be 1ssued, modified, revoked and reissved, or termunated
in accordance with apphicable requirements of Chapler 522 Special-procoduresferissuance
are-found-a—40-CER123-44-fer-States- The Department mey make proposals for immial or
modified general permuts where t finds a need mmgaubie wrth the mtent of this ule Other

ersons may petiion the ment to adopt or mods | permrut

(2) Authonzation to dischargererauthonzatton-to-engages

(1) Except as provided in paragraphs_(b)(2Xv) and (b)(2)(v1) of thus section, dischargers (or
treatment works treating domestic sewage) seelang coverage under a general permul shalt

subrmut to the Department a wntten notice of mntent to be covered by the general permut
A discharger (or treatment works treating domestic sewage) who fails lo submtt a notice

of mtemt 1n accordance with the terms of the permut 15 not authonzed to discharge, under
the terms of the géneral permit unless the general permut, in accordance with paragraph
(b)(2){(v) of this section, contans a provision that a notice of intent 15 not required or the
Department notifies a discharger (or treatment works treating dotnestic sewage) that it 15
covered by a general permut in accordance with paragraph (b)2){v1) of this section A
comp[ete and tmely; notice of mient {NOI), to be covered m accardance with general
permit requirements, fulfills the requirements for permut apphcations for purposes
Chapter 521

(u} The contents of the nolice of 1ntent ‘shall be specified 1n the general pernut and shall
require the submussion of mformation necessary for adequate program umplementaticn,
including at a mumummum, the Jegal name and address of the owner or operator, the facility
name and address, type of facility or discharges, and the receiving stream(s) General
permuts for storm water discharges associated with industnal activity from wactive
nurung, mactive o1l and gas operations, or iactive landfills occurring on Federal lands
where an operator cannot be identified may contain alternative nolice of 1ntent
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requirements All notices of mtent shall be signed 1n accordance wath Chapter 521

Notices of mntent for coverage under a general permut for concentrated ammal feeding
operations rmust iniclude the iformnation specified tn Chapter 521 {AKiWY), including a

topo C IT1a

(1) General permuts shall spe'clfy the deadlines for submutting notices of intent 10 be covered
and the date(s) when a discharger 15 authonzed to discharge under the permmt,

(1v} General permuts shall specify whether a discharger (or treatment works treating domestic
sewage} that has submitted a completed and timely notice of intent to be covered 1n
accordance with the general perrut and that 1s ehgible for coverage under the permut, 15
authonized to discharge, 1in accordance with the permut either upon receipt of the notice
of intent by the Department, after a waiting penod specified in the general permut, on a
date specafied in the general permat, or upon receipt of notficauon of inclusion by the
Department Coverage may be termmated or revoked in accordance with paragraph
(bX(3) of thas section

(v) Discharges other than discharges from publicly owned treatment works, combined sewer
overflows, municipal separate storm_sewer systems, pnmary mndustnal facilities, and
storm water discharges associated with industnial activity, may, at the discretion of the

» Department, be authorized to discharge under a general permut without submmtting a

- notice of mtent where the Department finds that a notice of intent requirement would be
mappropniate  In_such cases, the Department jpay require some other form of
notification _ In making such a findmg, the Department shall consider the type of
discharge, the expected nature of the discharge, the polenual for toxic and ¢onventional
pollutanis n the discharges, the expected volume of the discharges, other means of
identifying discharges covered by the permut, and the estimated number of discharges to
be covered by the permat The Department shall provide in the public notice of the
general perrmt the reasons for notl requinng a notice of intenit

(v1) The Department may notify a discharger (or treatment works treating domestic sewage)
that 1t 15 covered by a general permut, even if the discharger (or treatment works treating
domestic sewage) has not submutted a notice of tntent o be covered A discharger (or
treatment works treating domestic sewage) so notified may request an individual peromi
under paragraph (b)(3)(111) of this section

(3) Requinng anandividual permt

(1) The Department may require any discharger authonzed by a general perrmat to apply for
and obtain an altemative general penmut gr an individval MEBES-permut Any interested
person may petition the Department to take action under thts paragraph A discharger
must file an_application for an individual permut withun 30 days of receivipg a notice
from the Department, unless another time 18 specified by the Depardtment Coverage
under the general permit 1s termunated upon final action by the Department on_ an
application -for an alternative general permit or an mdividual permmt, or if no apphication
ts_filed within the time pectfied by the Depactment Cases where an mdividual NEBES

permut may be required include the foltowing

{A) The discharger or “treatment works treating domestic sewage” 18 not in comphance
" with the conditions of the general NEBES-permut,
(B) A change has occurred m the availability of demonstrated technology or practices for
the control or abatement of pollutanis applicable te the point source or treatment
works lreating domeslic sewage,
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{C) Effluent Iimitation ‘gudelines are promulgated for point sources covered by the
general NPBESperrmt,

{D) A Water Quality Management plan cortainung requirements applicable to such pount
sources 1s approved, 0

{E) Circumstances have l:hangcd suice the ime of the request to be covered so that the
discharger 15 no longer appropnately controlled under the general pernut, or exther a
temporary or permanent reduction or ebmination of the authorized discharge 1s
NECESSATY,

(F) [reserved), or

(G) The discharge(s) 15 a siguficant contnbutor of pollutants In making this
determunation, the Department may consider the fellowing factors

(1) The location of the discharge with respect to waters of the State,

(2) The size of the discharge,

(3) The quantity and nature of the pollutants discharged to waters of the State, and
-{4) Other relevant factors,

(u) [reserved]
{11) Any owner or operator autherized-byehmble for coverage under a general permut may
request 10 be excluded from the coverage of the general permut by applymng for an
mdividual permnt The owner or operator shall subnut an application under Chapter 521,
with reasons suppomng the rcqucst o the Dcpartmcnt ne later than 90 days after the

g ate-lawissuance gf Ihe ggneral pem,n; Thc request
shaU be processed u.nder Chapter SZZ-BF&pplieab}e-St-&t-a-pmeduies The request shall

be granted by 1ssuing of any mdividual permut if the reasons cited by the owner or
operator are adequate 1o support the request

(tv) When an individual NRBES-permut 15 1ssued to an owner or operator otherwise subject to
a general NRDES-permut, the applicabibity of the general permut to the individual NRBES
permuttee 15 automatically termnated on the effective date of the individual permit

{v) A source excluded from a general pertmat solely becaunse 1t already has an mdividual
permit may request that the individual“permt be revoked, and that 1t be covered by the
general permut Upon revocation of the individual permut, the general perrmat shall apply
10 the source

Section 3. Terms and conditions applicable to all genersal permits

{a)-Notice Required  Prior to dischiarging under the terms of 2 general perrit, a person must file

with the Department an mutial Notice of Intent (NOT) for coverage on a form provided by the
Department for the specific discharge category A copy of the inutial NOI form shall be provided
by the applicant to the 'mumcipal office of the town or cily, or the county commussioners in the
case of an unorgamized termitory, in which the discharge will occur at the tume 1t 15 submulted 10
the Department A check for the appropriate fee amount must accompany each NOI m order for

~ the apphcation for coverage under the peneral permmut to be considered to be complete

b

Public notice The artment may specify m a general perrut a procedure for providing pubhic
notice of the notice of intent or other coverage filinps submuited to the D ment  Whether

such notice will be required, the type of notice and the houng of notice wall be determuned with
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Constk n to the nature of the discharge, the anticipaled lev. nt t 1n the activit

and the substance of the filing required by the general permut Means of prowviding public netice
may melude but are not limted to publication 1n a newspaper, not abutters, filing a notice

with the mumicipal office and/or county commussioners. or:posting on an internet web site

maintain th artment

(b) Effactlvc date of coverage The Department must notify an applicanl for coverage under a

general permit within 14-days-of-receipt-of-each-oemplete NOIz time penod specified 1n the
genera] perput as o whether or not coverage for the specific discharge 1s accepted If the

Department does not notify the applicant withun, +4-daysthe specified tune, the NOI 1s deemed to
be accepted and coverage 1s granted In the event coverage 15 not granied, the Department shall
notify the applicant of the reasons for not granting coverage Discharges not acceptable for
general permit coverage may apply for 1ssuance of an individual discharge permit

{c) Continnng Coverage Coverage under an existing general penmut will be continued upon

payment of an applicable arpuel-fee(s), provided there are no sigmficant or matenal changes in
the discharge as described in the NO1  If sigruficant or matenal changes ocour or are proposed,
the person having filed the NOI must noufy the Depanttnent, as specified 1n the general perrut

Prior to expiration of a general permit, the Department shall make a detenmnation 1f 115 to be
renewed. and. if so. will commence renewal proceedings Ifthe general peritut 15 to be renewed,
1t shall remain in force unt the Depantment takes final action on the renewal  Upon reissuance

of a new General Permut, persons wishing to continue coverage must so notify the Department_as

specified 1n the new general permil

(d) Transfers of ownershup In the event that the ownershup of a discharge (s transferred 10 a new
owner, the new owner may obtain coverase under the general pemut as sgeclﬁed 1n _the ge_neral

m;ﬂ !g elthgg file a new NDI or 1o notlf! the Dgpartment 1 wrmng to transfer the NOI If
changes 1n the discharge are proposed, a new NOI must be filed _ The pnor owner may be

required to file a notice of temunation or cosign an application for transfer

(o) Samp]mg and lest procedures Where a general permut requires sampling and testing of an
effluent afor other waste stream, all samples and measurements shall be representative of the
volume and nature s¥-of the actiwvity bemg motutored The samphing, preservauon, handling and
analytical methods used most conform with Standard Methods for the Exanunation of Water and
Waste Water,” Amenican Public Health Association, 1015 Fifteepth Streel, NW Washington,
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D C, latest-epproved20th edition or methods referenced u 40 CFR Part 136  However, different
but equivalent methods are allowable 1f they receive pnor wnitten approval from the Department

{gf) Momtonng requirements In additron to momtoning required by the conditrons of specific
general permut, the Departmeent may require additional monitoning of an individual discharge as
may be reasonably necessary in order to charactenze the nature, volume or other atinbutes of that
discharge or 1ts sources

(hg) Removed substances Solds, sludges, filter backwash or other pollutants removed or
resulting from the treatment of wastewaters shall be disposed of 1n a2 manner approved by the
Department.

(zh) Other applicable condiions The following conditions also apply to discharges pursuant te any
gencral perrt and are incorperated herein as if fully set forth

- {1) Chapter 523, Section 2 (applicable to all discharges)
(2) Chapter 523, Section 3 (applicable to certain categories of discharges)

AUTHORITY. 38 MRSA § 341-D

EFFECTIVE DATE" Thus rule will become effective upon the approval of the U S Enwvironmental
Protection Agency of related parts of the State’s application to adnuruster the National Poliutant
Discharge Elinunation System program of the Federal Clean Water Act, pursuant to 40 CFR part 123

AMMENDED
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