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Provided below are submitted written questions received and the Department’s answer.
	1
	RFP Section & Page Number
	Question

	
	Part 1, Section C, Page 9, Eligibility to Submit Bids


	We would like clarification on whether ‘Seaweed’ (sometimes called “Sea Vegetables”) qualifies as a specialty crop.  It is neither expressly listed nor prohibited on the SCBGP website.  The guidelines state: “These lists are not intended to be all inclusive but rather to provide examples of the most common specialty crops.”

Seaweed is listed by the USDA on its website as a vegetable and referred to as a crop when cultivated.  It can be certified under the NOP as an “Organic Crop” and cultivated seaweed is currently certified through MOFGA (as a “Sea Vegetable”). Currently there are several seaweed farms which are certified USDA Organic. It is also recognized under NIFA as a crop under currently funded projects.  As seaweed cultivation in the United States has increased over ten-fold in the past decade we believe this farmed product should be specifically listed as a ‘specialty crop’.

	
	Answer

	
	Project(s) must enhance the competitiveness of Maine-grown specialty crops in either domestic or foreign markets. See the SCBG website for a definition of specialty crops including a list of eligible specialty crops and ineligible commodities. 


Specialty crops, as defined by the USDA, include fruits and vegetables, tree nuts, dried fruits and horticulture, kelp, seaweed, and nursery crops. While kelp and seaweed do meet the USDA specialty crop definition, federal restrictions exclude other aquaculture products from the grant program.

The short answer is that seaweed when grown for human consumption, kelp and seaweed are a specialty crop, if it is “cultivated” and managed by humans. Some form of management would need to be applied to bring the crop in to cultivation, in order for it to be eligible as ‘wild populations’ do not meet the definition for crop.  


	2
	RFP Section & Page Number
	Question

	
	Part 1, Section C, Page 9, Eligibility to Submit Bids


	We read through the grants awarded in prior years.  It doesn’t seem that individual farms are represented. Are individual farms eligible?



	
	Answer

	
	Projects must enhance the competitiveness of Maine-grown specialty crops in either domestic or foreign markets. See the SCBGP website for a list of eligible specialty crops and ineligible commodities.

Projects must benefit more than one product or organization. Applications for subrecipient grant funds should describe how the project potentially affects and produces measurable outcomes for the specialty crop industry and/or the public rather than a single organization, institution, or individual. Grant funds will not be awarded for projects whose products or services promote or provide profit that solely benefits a single organization, institution, or individual. In addition, recipients and subrecipients cannot use grant funds to compete unfairly with companies that provide equivalent products or services. Single organizations, institutions, and individuals are encouraged to participate as project partners. 




	3
	RFP Section & Page Number
	Question

	
	Appendix C, Page 26
	Do you want Appendix C, Cost Proposal, included with File 1, 2, or 3?

	
	Answer

	
	Please include Appendix C (Cost Proposal Form) in File 1 (Preliminary Information) with the documents stated in RFA Part 3 Section C Subsection 2 Delivery Instructions, found on  Page 13.

· File 1 [Applicant’s Name] – Preliminary Information: 

PDF format preferred
Appendix A (Proposal Cover Page)

Appendix B (Debarment, Performance and Non-Collusion Certification) 

Appendix C (Cost Proposal Form) 




	4
	RFP Section & Page Number
	Question

	
	Appendix C, Page 26
	Do you want a detailed budget separately from Appendix C, or do you want us to add detail to Appendix C?



	
	Answer

	
	The Applicant must submit Appendix G (USDA Project Profile Template) as a separate file document. Appendix G is where the Applicant must submit the proposed Project’s Budget Narrative and Budget Details (Appendix G, pages 5-12). Budget details, in addition to the total proposed cost, should not be included in Appendix C (Cost Proposal Form).
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