STATE OF MAINE
Governor’s Energy Office



RFA# 202312239 

Maine Grid Resilience Grant Program 

	RFA Coordinator
	All communication regarding the RFA must be made through the RFA Coordinator identified below.

Name: Allie Rand Title: Energy Policy Analyst
Contact Information: allie.rand@maine.gov 

	Informational Webinar
	Date: February 28, 2024 Time: 12:00 – 1:00 PM 
Location: Via ZOOM: https://mainestate.zoom.us/j/84598941690

	Submitted Questions 
	All questions must be submitted, by e-mail, to the RFA Coordinator no later than: 

Date: March 7, 2024, no later than 11:59 p.m., local time.

Submission emails must include “RFA# 202312239 Questions” in the subject line of the e-mail.

	Application Submission Period
	Applications must be received by the Division of Procurement Services by:

Submission Deadline: March 28, 2024, no later than 11:59 p.m., local time. 

Applications must be submitted electronically to the Division of Procurement Services at proposals@maine.gov and must include “RFA# 202312239 Application – [Applicant’s Name]” in the subject line of the e-mail. 
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RFA TERMS/ACRONYMS with DEFINITIONS

The following terms and acronyms, as referenced in the RFA, shall have the meanings indicated below:

	[bookmark: _Hlk69470153]Term/Acronym
	Definition

	Applicable Uses
	As defined by the US Department of Energy, the following are applicable uses under the program: 
a. weatherization technologies and equipment;
b. fire-resistant technologies and fire prevention systems;
c. monitoring and control technologies;
d. the undergrounding of electrical equipment;
e. utility pole management;
f. the relocation of power lines or the reconductoring of power lines with low-sag, advanced conductors;
g. vegetation and fuel-load management;
h. the use or construction of distributed energy resources for enhancing system adaptive capacity during disruptive events, including:
a. microgrids; and
b. battery-storage subcomponents;
i. adaptive protection technologies;
j. advanced modeling technologies;
k. hardening of power lines, facilities, substations, of other systems; and
l. the replacement of old overhead conductors and underground cables.

	BIL
	Bipartisan Infrastructure Law

	Community
	May include but is not limited to municipal government, Tribal Government, plantation, township, or unorganized territory in Maine

	Department
	Governor’s Energy Office

	DOE
	US Department of Energy 

	Eligible Entity
	a. an electric grid operator;
b. an electricity storage operator;
c. an electricity generator;
d. a transmission owner or operator;
e. a distribution provider;
f. a fuel supplier; and
g. any other relevant entity, as determined by the Secretary of the US Department of Energy (DOE).

	New Generation
	Bipartisan Infrastructure Law Section 40101 prohibits a grant awarded to an Eligible Entity under the program being used for construction of a new electric generating facility. In this context, new generation is defined as construction of a facility that produces electricity, including emergency back-up generation, solar generation or any other electric generation unit or facility.

	Power Line
	The term “power line” includes a transmission line or a distribution line, as applicable. Distribution power lines are considered to be below 69kV.

	PUC
	Maine Public Utilities Commission

	RFA 
	Request for Application

	State 
	State of Maine

	Small Utility
	As defined in BIL Section 40101(h)(2) for the purpose of this grant program, a Small Utility sells not more than 4,000,000 megawatt hours of electricity per year. Note that an entity that is not a transmission and distribution utility may satisfy this definition of Small Utility (refer to “Eligible Entities” above.)

	Small Utility Set Aside 
	DOE requires the percentage of funds made available through this RFA to eligible entities that sell not more than 4,000,000 megawatt hours of electricity per year is not less than the percentage of all customers in the state served by small utility entities

	Weatherization
	Technologies or equipment that can be used to enhance reliability and resiliency of electric grid components in preparation for extreme weather conditions.






Maine Grid Resilience Grant Program
RFA# 202312239
Details and Instructions

A. [bookmark: _Toc367174723][bookmark: _Toc397069191]Application Purpose and Background

[bookmark: _Hlk71031929]The Governor’s Energy Office (GEO) is seeking project proposals that increase the resilience of the electric grid, decrease the frequency and duration of electric grid outages, and advance grid modernization and deployment of clean energy resources while expanding existing and/or creating clean energy workforce opportunities for Maine people. This document provides instructions for submitting proposals, the procedure, and criteria by which the awarded Bidder will be selected, and the contractual terms which will govern the relationship between the State of Maine (State) and the awarded Bidder.

The Bipartisan Infrastructure Law (BIL), Section 40101(d), established the Grid Resilience Formula Grant Program administered by the U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) to improve the all-hazards resilience of the electric grid. The GEO, as the designated state energy agency, administers the formula fund on behalf of the State of Maine. Since the initial release of the program guidelines by DOE in July 2022, the GEO has led a planning process to design a program that meets the DOE requirements, incorporates equity and community input, and advances Maine’s energy policy objectives. In its application to the DOE, the GEO established that it would utilize a competitive solicitation for project proposals to allocate funds in a manner that generates the greatest community benefit, in accordance with the federal program requirements. 

The Grid Resilience Formula Grant program aligns with Maine’s ongoing work to address the current and future impacts of climate change. Through bipartisan legislation, Maine has committed to ambitious greenhouse gas emissions reductions of 45% below 1990 levels by 2030 and 80% by 2050, as well as achieving carbon neutrality by 2045. The state has a renewable portfolio standard of 80% by 2030, and Governor Janet Mills has announced a goal of 100% clean energy by 2040. The Maine Climate Council, formed in 2019 by Governor Mills through L.D. 1679, convened throughout 2019 and 2020, and published the Maine Won’t Wait climate action plan in December of 2020. Four overarching goals are established in Maine Won’t Wait: reducing Maine’s greenhouse gas emissions; avoiding the impacts and costs of inaction; fostering economic opportunity and prosperity and; advancing equity through the climate response. These four goals are carried through in the objectives of this program through a focus on improving the resilience of the electric grid and Maine communities to disruptive events such as storms due to climate change, as well as supporting workforce development and an equitable transition to renewable energy sources.

In addition to Maine’s climate legislation, several recent grid modernization studies and stakeholder processes provide a roadmap for resilience and decarbonization priorities and pathways for the state. In spring 2022, Electric Power Engineers (EPE) provided a Distribution System Gap Analysis report to Central Maine Power (CMP), Versant Power (Versant), and the Maine Public Utilities Commission (PUC).[footnoteRef:2] The EPE report recommended priority areas including, but not limited to, voltage control capabilities, demand-side management and advanced forecasting through time-series data and new full-time staff for utilities to work on electrical vehicles and electrification. The legislature has recently required, through the enactment of LD 1959, “An Act Regarding Utility Accountability and Grid Planning for Maine’s Clean Energy Future,” that utilities undergo a new process for grid planning.[footnoteRef:3] This process, initiated in fall of 2022, began with stakeholder engagement to identify priorities that the utilities must address, and is ongoing at the time of publishing this Request for Applications. Public Law 2022, chapter 702 requires this process to occur every 5 years going forward. The Maine Public Utilities Commission (PUC) is leading this Stakeholder Process in Docket 2022-00322, “Proceeding to Identify Priorities for Grid Plan Filings.”[footnoteRef:4]  [2:  Maine PUC Docket 2021-00039. https://mpuc-cms.maine.gov/CQM.Public.WebUI/Common/CaseMaster.aspx?CaseNumber=2021-00039   ]  [3:  LD 1959, An Act Regarding Utility Accountability and Grid Planning for Maine’s Clean Energy Future]  [4:  Maine PUC Docket 2022-00322. https://mpuc-cms.maine.gov/CQM.Public.WebUI/Common/CaseMaster.aspx?CaseNumber=2022-00322 ] 


The GEO has conducted several key studies in the past several years to advance Maine Won’t Wait strategies to reduce carbon emissions and grow Maine’s clean energy economy. In 2021, GEO published an assessment of the state’s renewable energy market and included pathways to achieve Maine’s 80% renewable portfolio standard by 2030.[footnoteRef:5] This study identified expanded transmission infrastructure as a key factor in driving renewable development. The GEO’s 2022 Energy Storage Market Assessment shows that both grid-connected storage and customer-sited storage have the potential to provide benefits to Maine’s electric grid, especially through shifting the electricity load profile from when it is generated to when there is customer demand.[footnoteRef:6] A series of reports supporting clean energy workforce development literature and research in Maine provide strategic recommendations, highlighted in the GEO’s 2022 Clean Energy Workforce Analysis Report.[footnoteRef:7] With clean energy workers in the state indicating high satisfaction with their careers, Maine has a significant opportunity to bridge the workforce gap by expanding outreach and raising awareness of the benefits of clean energy careers amongst key populations in the state, including within disadvantaged or historically underserved communities.  [5:  State of Maine Renewable Energy Goals Market Assessment. https://www.maine.gov/energy/studies-reports-working-groups/current-studies-working-groups/renewable-energy-market-assessment ]  [6:  Maine Energy Storage Market Assessment. https://www.maine.gov/energy/studies-reports-working-groups/current-studies-working-groups/energy-storage-assessment ]  [7:  Maine Clean Energy Workforce Analysis Report. https://www.maine.gov/energy/sites/maine.gov.energy/files/inline-files/2022%20Maine%20Clean%20Energy%20Workforce%20Report.pdf ] 


Proposals submitted under this program should seek to clearly identify alignment with these ongoing, emerging, and related bodies of work through completion of the accompanying application form. 

B. [bookmark: _Toc367174724][bookmark: _Toc397069192]General Provisions

1. From the time this RFA is issued until award notification is made, all contact with the State regarding this RFA must be made through the RFA Coordinator identified on the cover page of this RFA. No other person/State employee is empowered to make binding statements regarding this RFA. Violation of this provision may lead to disqualification from the application process, at the State’s discretion.
2. The Applicant shall take careful note that in evaluating its application submitted in response to this RFA the Department will consider materials provided in the application and internal Departmental information of previous contract history, if any, with the Applicant. The Department also reserves the right to consider other reliable references and publicly available information in evaluating the Applicant’s experience and capabilities.
3. All submissions in response to this RFA will be public records, available for public inspection pursuant to the State of Maine Freedom of Access Act (FOAA) (1 M.R.S. § 401 et seq.).
4. All applicable laws, whether or not herein contained, shall be included by this reference.  It shall be the Applicant’s responsibility to determine the applicability and requirements of any such laws and to abide by them.

C. [bookmark: _Toc367174725][bookmark: _Toc397069193]Eligibility to Submit Applications 

Consistent with federal requirements, entities eligible to apply must be: 

1) An electric grid operator; 
2) An electricity storage operator; 
3) An electricity generator; 
4) A transmission owner or operator; 
5) A distribution provider; 
6) A fuel supplier;
7) Any other relevant entity, as determined by the Secretary (of DOE). 

In the attached application form, applicants must explain and provide relevant documentation supporting a determination by the GEO and DOE that the applicant is an eligible entity. Applicants that do not fall into the eligible entity categories above must undergo an eligibility designation review process for DOE approval. 

D. [bookmark: _Toc367174727][bookmark: _Toc397069195]Number of Awards

The Department anticipates making two (2) or more awards as a result of the RFA process. The number and size of awards will depend on the number of applications received, likely impact of the proposed work, and available funds. Awards will not exceed $2 million per project proposal for this initial round of grants. The Department reserves the right to eliminate the lowest scoring application(s) and/or make awards at amounts less than that requested, whichever is in the best interest of the State.

Funding for this program is provided through Section 40101(d) of the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law. For this round of grant applications, up to $4,146,309 is available to be awarded. $1,036,577 will be set aside for the highest scoring bidder(s) who meets the small utility set aside requirements.[footnoteRef:8] $1,036,577 is the minimum amount set aside for small utilities and does not limit the amount of funding that may be awarded to small utilities. The Department may award all, part, or none of this allocation at its discretion.  [8:  As defined in BIL Section 40101(h)(2) for the purpose of this grant program, a Small Utility sells not more than 4,000,000 megawatt hours of electricity per year. Note that an entity that is not a transmission and distribution utility may satisfy this definition of Small Utility (refer to “Eligible Entities” above.) BIL Section 40101(d)(6) requires that the percentage of funding made available to small utilities shall not be less than the percentage of customers in the State that are served by those entities. The GEO has determined that the share of Maine’s set aside for small utilities can be no less than 25% for current and future years of this program. Therefore, for this FY 2022 and FY 2023 application cycle, the small utility set-aside = 25% * $4,146,309 = $1,036,577.] 


Maximum Award: $2 million is the maximum individual award for either small or large utility entities.  

Awards will be provided based on the likely impact of the proposed work on generating the greatest community benefit through the proposed resilience project. Project proposals should demonstrate benefits that include but are not limited to increased resilience, reduced outages, reduced energy burden, reduced greenhouse gas emissions, and increased clean energy workforce development through creating and/or providing meaningful training opportunities as a result of the resilience project. 

Priority Applications: The Department intends to prioritize awards that increase community and economic resilience to extreme events and empower electric customers and communities to be resilient to disruptive events; projects that benefit areas identified as disadvantaged communities; and projects that indicate partnership with communities. 

E. Contract Terms

Contract terms will be up to five (5) years, as specified by the applicant’s proposal. 
The expected start of the grant performance period is on or around March 2024. 

F. Future Grant Rounds and Application Submittals

The Department anticipates future grant rounds to occur at approximately 12-month intervals through 2026. A potential schedule of future rounds would be:

Round 2: Summer/Fall 2024
Round 3: Summer/Fall 2025
Round 4: Summer/Fall 2026
[bookmark: _Toc367174728][bookmark: _Toc397069196][bookmark: _Toc367174729][bookmark: _Toc397069197]
Maine Grid Resilience Grant Program 
RFA# 202312239
Activities and Requirements
	
G. Grants

Eligible Activities
In alignment with federal program rules, the GEO is seeking proposals for projects that generate the greatest community benefit in fulfilling one or more of the core program objectives listed below. The program objectives are not listed in order of preference or rank, but rather identified by number for ease of reference throughout this document and throughout applicant responses.

Program Objectives
1. Increase the resilience of the electric grid and/or decrease the frequency of outages, including within disadvantaged communities and areas experiencing high frequency and/or long duration outages; 
2. Improve community and economic resilience and empower electric customers and communities to be resilient to disruptive events;
3. Increase clean energy workforce opportunities; and 
4. Align with ongoing electric grid modernization and state policy climate goals while mitigating disproportionate energy burdens. 

Each proposal must clearly indicate how the project will fulfill program objectives. Eligible activities, technologies, equipment, and hardening measures to reduce the likelihood and consequences of disruptive events are listed here: 
1. weatherization technologies and equipment
2. fire-resistant technologies and fire prevention systems
3. monitoring and control technologies
4. the undergrounding of electrical equipment
5. utility pole management
6. the relocation of power lines or the reconductoring of power lines with low-sag, advanced conductors
7. vegetation and fuel-load management
8. the use or construction of distributed energy resources for enhancing system adaptive capacity during disruptive events, including:
a. microgrids; and
b. battery-storage subcomponents
9. adaptive protection technologies
10. advanced modeling technologies
11. hardening of power lines, facilities, substations, of other systems; and
12. the replacement of old overhead conductors and underground cables, and
13. other measures as determined or approved by DOE.

Per federal requirements, non-eligible uses include construction of a new electric generating facility or large-scale battery storage facility that is not used for enhancing system adaptive capacity during disruptive events; or cybersecurity. 

The GEO, in alignment with the primary program objectives, is seeking project proposals that include the examples listed below in Table 1. The examples are meant to be illustrative and additional project proposals not listed below will be considered, if the applicant demonstrates consistency with program objectives. Applications will need to indicate anticipated impact, build, and resilience metrics associated with the proposed project.  

Applicants should identify disadvantaged or priority communities that would benefit from the resilience project. Disadvantaged communities may be identified utilizing the federal mapping tool Climate & Economic Justice Screening Tool (CEJST)[footnoteRef:9] and/or methods described in the Community Benefits section of the application [Section H-3 below] that demonstrate how the communities are disparately burdened by outages. [9:  Access the Climate and Economic Justice Screening Tool (CJEST) here: https://screeningtool.geoplatform.gov/en/#3/33.47/-97.5 ] 


As stated in D. above, the GEO will prioritize project proposals that increase community and economic resilience to extreme events and empower electric customers and communities to be resilient to disruptive events; projects that benefit areas identified as disadvantaged communities; and projects that indicate partnership with communities. 

Table 1: Example Project Menu

	Example Projects

	Proposed resilience project activities [see “Applicable Uses,” p.g. 3] at worst-performing circuits and/or in areas identified as disadvantaged or disparately vulnerable to grid outages 

	Battery components for microgrid deployment to enhance system adaptive capacity during disruptive events at critical facilities 

	Deploying automatic load management systems

	Deploying dynamic line rating systems

	Three-phase location modeling	

	Implementation of SCADA for distribution feeders

	Planning or implementation supporting time series load data capabilities at the feeder level

	Replacing generation components with new components of the same type in order to ensure weatherization/resilience, such as wind turbine blade replacement or damaged solar photovoltaic cells within an existing solar farm 

	Building inventories of parts and components needed for providing grid resilience benefits

	Training and contracts for critical maintenance needs

	Refurbishment of existing transformers



It is the applicants’ responsibility to ensure that the proposed activities meet all eligibility requirements. 

Cost Match 

As determined by the federal program guidelines and the GEO, a cost match will apply for recipients of funds under this program. The applicable cost match requirement that will be used for project award selection is provided in the table below. The GEO reserves the right to alter a cost match during award negotiations within the ranges given in Table 2 below.
Table 2

	Entity Type
	Total Cost Match Required

	Small Utilities. As defined in BIL Section 40101(h)(2) for the purpose of this grant program, a Small Utility sells not more than 4,000,000 megawatt hours of electricity per year.
	Between 33.33% and 48.33%

	Large Utilities. A Large Utility entity sells over 4,000,000 megawatt hours of electricity per year.  
	Between 100% and 115%


 
All funded projects will be required to report quarterly and annually on project progress and resilience impact metrics, as well as an annual report on project performance metrics. Applicants should familiarize themselves with the report templates linked below for an example of reporting requirements and metrics of interest.  An example reporting template can be found in the Excel document embedded below. Double click on the icon to access the document.




All awards require written notice and approval by the U.S. Department of Energy prior to agreement finalization. The GEO cannot execute a proposed project or issue subawards for projects without DOE review and written determination of project approval. Applicants should be aware that federal review processes, such as National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Build America Buy America (BABA), and the Research, Technology and Economic Security (RTES) review, may involve additional review periods prior to award approval. 

H. Application Components
A complete and scoreable application for funding will include the following components described below. Specific descriptions of each component are included in the required application form. An application checklist is included here for ease of reference:
· Maine Grid Resilience Grant Application Form (found at the end of this RFA)
· Environmental Questionnaire (NEPA) 
· Budget Justification Form
· Appendix A: Performance Metrics Checklist 

1. General Information, Eligibility, and Application Information
1. Applicants must complete the following documents as part of their application:
a. Application Cover Page & General Assurances
b. Debarment, Performance and Non-Collusion Certification
c. Eligibility and Applicant Information (see Section C above)
2. Summary of Proposed Project and Alignment with Program Objectives (Criteria 2: 25 total points available) 
For each applicable objective as listed in Section G, an indication of how the proposed project meets stated objective, while also at a minimum not undermining the other core program objectives. Applicant should include a description of how success will be tracked through a description of how the applicant will provide reporting on metrics, drawing upon applicable metrics from the example metrics listed in the U.S. DOE Grid Deployment Office’s Guidance for Bipartisan Infrastructure Law Grid Resilience Formula Grant Metrics. 

3. Grid and Community Benefits (Criteria 3: 30 points available) 
1. Applicants may utilize both qualitative and quantitative factors in response to the questions for each of the sections. 
a. The extent to which the proposed project provides benefits to the electric grid, customer, and community. Where possible, data should consider current conditions and forecasted load increase from beneficial electrification and increased frequency of storms as a result of climate change, and indicate methods and data used. See the Guidance for Bipartisan Infrastructure Law Grid Resilience Formula Grant Metrics for examples of metrics to track benefits associated with the electric grid, customer, and communities;
b. The extent to which the proposed project demonstrates reduced energy burden within the community or communities; 
c. A description of how the project will incorporate customer and community participation and feedback mechanisms, including but not limited to customer and community benefits, and community engagement in identifying critical facilities; description should include description of consultation and engagement with communities to date and identify areas where community input was sought on the project. Refer to “Equity and community benefit metrics” in DOE’s metrics guidance document. 
d. A description of how the project will lead to the creation of high-quality jobs in Maine; metrics of interest include but are not limited to number of new clean energy jobs in the state in the years following the resilience project; number of Maine businesses and contractors engaged in resilience project activities; number of Maine high school and secondary career and technical education (CTEs) engaged in resilience project activities; location of businesses and subcontractors receiving funds from the project. Refer to “Equity and community benefit metrics” in DOE’s metrics guidance document for additional information.  
e. Throughout the qualitative and quantitative components of the project proposals, the extent to which the proposed project contributes to or goes beyond the Justice40 objective of 40% of the benefits of climate and clean energy investments flowing to disadvantaged communities. 

2. Applicants should refer to the following sources to complete the Community Benefits section of the application form:  
a. Climate and Economic Justice Screening Tool (CEJST), access the link here 
b. Energy Justice Dashboard: US Department of Energy’s Energy Justice Dashboard, access the link here  
4. Technical Merit and Feasibility (Criteria 4: 30 points available) 
1. A description of the current stage of project planning; Please provide a detailed explanation of your proposed project expenses organized by task using the provided SF-424 Budget Justification Form (see #6 below).
2. Financial need to the applicant and demonstration of how the funds will aid in the successful completion of the project within one to five years;
3. Description of other federal or state funding sources the applicant has or could consider, including whether the project is eligible or may be eligible for cost recovery, if the applicant is a regulated entity
4. Description of how the project meets the goals of Maine Won’t Wait, including achieving 80% of electricity generated by 2030 per the state’s Renewable Portfolio Standard, with a goal of 100% by 2040; indication of how project will not increase reliance on non-renewable sources;
5. A description of how the project will fulfil at a minimum one of the core program objectives, while also at a minimum not undermining the other core program objectives; 
6. Efficient use of program funds, for example through leveraging, matching, securitization;
7. Indication whether the proposed project location(s) is within a floodplain, including how the floodplain is defined; 
8. Demonstrated ability to comply with all applicable federal requirements, including Buy America and Davis-Bacon Act requirements. 
5. Partnerships and Letters of Support (Criteria 5: 15 points available) 
In support of the Grid and Community Benefits component of this application, Applicants are strongly encouraged to demonstrate existing, new or planned partnerships with communities and community entities through documentation such as a letter of support or Memorandum of Understanding. Examples of entities include but are not limited to organizations that work with local communities, disadvantaged communities, and stakeholders that are most vulnerable to or affected by the project, and organizations that carry out workforce development programs.  

6. Budget Justification (Required)
Applicants must provide a Budget Justification Form detailing the cost of the grant and where specific funds will be allocated. 

7. Environmental Questionnaire – NEPA (Required) 
Applicants must provide a completed Environmental Questionnaire covering the subaward activity.

8. Appendix A: Performance Metrics Checklist (Required)

Maine Grid Resilience Grant Program 
RFA# 202312239
Key Process Events

I. Informational Meetings

The Department will host an Informational Meeting concerning the RFA via Zoom. Time and a web link to the meeting are provided on the cover page of this RFA.  

The purpose of the Informational Meeting is to provide information about the grant program, answer and/or field questions, clarify for potential Applicants any aspect of the RFA requirements that may be necessary and provide supplemental information to assist potential Applicants in submitting responses to the RFA.  Although attendance at the Informational Meeting is not mandatory, it is strongly encouraged that interested Applicants attend.

J. Submitting Questions about the Request for Applications

Any questions must be submitted by e-mail and received by the RFA Coordinator identified on the cover page of this RFA, as soon as possible but no later than the date and time specified on the RFA cover page.  Submitted Questions must include the subject line: “RFA# 202312239 Questions”.  The Department assumes no liability for assuring accurate/complete/on time e-mail transmission and receipt.

Question & Answer Summary: Responses to all questions will be compiled in writing and posted on the Division of Procurement Services Grant RFPs and RFAs website.  It is the responsibility of all interested parties to go to this website to obtain a copy of the Question & Answer Summary.  Only those answers issued in writing on this website will be considered binding.

K. Amendments to the Request for Applications

All amendments (if any) released in regard to this Request for Applications will be posted on the Division of Procurement Services Grant RFPs and RFAs website.  It is the responsibility of all interested parties to go to this website to obtain amendments.  Only those amendments posted on this website are considered binding.

L. Application Submission

1. Applications Due: Applications must be received no later than 11:59 p.m. local time, on the date listed on the cover page of the RFA.  E-mails containing original application submissions, or any additional or revised application files, received after the 11:59 p.m. deadline will be rejected without exception.

If the need arises, the Department may reopen this RFA.

2. Submission Instructions: Applications are to be submitted electronically to the State of Maine Division of Procurement services, via e-mail, to proposals@maine.gov.  
i. Proposal submission e-mails that are successfully received by the proposals@maine.gov inbox will receive an automatic reply stating as such. 
a. Only applications received by e-mail will be considered.  The Department assumes no liability for assuring accurate/complete e-mail transmission and receipt. 
b. E-mails containing links to file sharing sites or online file repositories will not be accepted as submissions. Only e-mail applications that have the actual requested files attached will be accepted.
c. Encrypted e-mails received which require opening attachments and logging into a proprietary system will not be accepted as submissions. Please check with your organizations Information Technology team to ensure your security settings will not encrypt your proposal submission. 
d. File size limits are 25MB per e-mail. Applicants may submit files across multiple e-mails, as necessary, due to file size concerns.  All e-mails and files must be received by the due date and time listed above.
e. [bookmark: _Toc367174734][bookmark: _Toc397069202]Applicants are to insert the following into the subject line of their e-mail submission: “RFA# 202312239 Application – [Applicant’s Name]”. 
f. Applications are to be submitted as a single, typed, PDF or Word file and contain the completed application form (found on p. 14) and all relevant attachments as described above in H. Application Components.
[bookmark: _Toc367174742][bookmark: _Toc397069206]

Maine Grid Resilience Grant Program
RFA# 202312239 
Application Evaluation and Selection


M. [bookmark: _Toc367174744][bookmark: _Toc397069208]Scoring Weights and Process
Applications will be scored by a qualified review team in accordance with the scoring approach outlined below. The attached application form linked at the final page of this document includes specific descriptions of what information we are requesting to evaluate your application, along with the total points available. 
	Scoring Criteria
	Points Available

	Criteria 1: General Information, Eligibility, and Completeness
	Pass/Fail

	Criteria 1a: Cost Match
	Large Utility
	Small Utility

	
	Between 100% and 115% match – Compliance Review
	Between 33.33% and 48.33% match – Compliance Review

	Criteria 2: Project Summary and Alignment with Program Narrative Objectives
	Objective Alignment
	Points Available

	
	Objective #1 – Increased Grid Resilience
	5

	
	Objective #2 – Increased Community Resilience
	10

	
	Objective #3 – Workforce and Quality Jobs
	5

	
	Objective #4 – Grid Modernization and Policy Alignment
	5

	Criteria 3: Grid & Community Benefits
	30

	Criteria 4:  Technical Merit and Feasibility 
	30

	Criteria 5: Partnerships and Letters of Support
	15

	Total Points
	100 points



[bookmark: QuickMark]An evaluation team, composed of qualified reviewers, will judge the merits of the applications received in accordance with the components defined in the RFA section H. “Application Components” and broken down into the scoring sections in the table above.

For applications that demonstrate meeting the eligibility requirements in Criteria 1 and 1a, the evaluation team will use a consensus approach to evaluate and score the remaining Criteria sections shown above.  Members of the evaluation team will not score those sections individually but, instead, will arrive at a consensus as to assignment of points for each of those sections.  

N. [bookmark: _Toc367174745][bookmark: _Toc397069209]Selection and Award

1. The final decision regarding the award of the contract will be made by representatives of the Department subject to approval by the State Procurement Review Committee.
2. Notification of conditional award selection or non-selection will be made in writing by the Department.
3. Issuance of the RFA in no way constitutes a commitment by the State of Maine to award a contract, to pay costs incurred in the preparation of a response to the RFA, or to pay costs incurred in procuring or contracting for services, supplies, physical space, personnel or any other costs incurred by the Bidder. 
4. The Department reserves the right to reject any and all applications or to make multiple awards. 

O. Appeal of Contract Awards 

Any person aggrieved by the award decision that results from the RFA may appeal the decision to the Director of the Bureau of General Services in the manner prescribed in 5 M.R.S.A. § 1825-E and 18-554 Code of Maine Rules  Chapter 120.  The appeal must be in writing and filed with the Director of the Bureau of General Services, 9 State House Station, Augusta, Maine, 04333-0009 within 15 calendar days of receipt of notification of conditional contract award.



Maine Grid Resilience Grant Program
RFA# 202312239
Application Form




Applicants must use the embedded application document to complete their application (along with any additional documentation described in the RFA and in form). The application document can be accessed by double clicking on the icon above. 

Applicants must also provide a certificate of insurance on a standard ACORD form (or the equivalent) evidencing the Bidder’s general liability, professional liability and any other relevant liability insurance policies that might be associated with the proposed services.
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Example Annual  Reporting Template


Example Annual Reporting Template
Dropdowns

		Select State or Territory.		Select State or Territory.				Select Federal FY.				Select one.				Select one.		Select status.				Select this Reporting Period's Federal Fiscal Year Here.				Select Reporting Period's Quarter Here.				Select category.				Select category.

		Indian Tribe						FY22				Yes				High		Achieved				FY 2022				October 1 - December 31 (Q1)				Distribution Provider				Adaptive Protection Technologies

		Alabama		AL				FY23				No				Medium		Ahead of Schedule				FY 2023				January 1 - March 31 (Q2)				Electric Grid Operator				Advanced Modeling Technologies

		Alaska		AK				FY24								Low		Delayed				FY 2024				April 1 - June 30 (Q3)				Electricity Generator				Battery-Storage Components: Use of DERs for Enhancing System Adaptive capacity During Disruptive Events

		Arizona		AZ				FY25										On Schedule				FY 2025				July 1 - September 30 (Q4)				Electricity Storage Operator				Battery-Storage Components: Use or Construction of DERs for Enhancing System Adaptive capacity During Disruptive Events

		Arkansas		AR				FY26														FY 2026								Fuel Supplier				Fire-resistant Technologies and Fire Prevention Systems

		American Samoa		AS				FY27																						Indian Tribe				Hardening of Power Lines, Facilities, Substations, of Other Systems

		California		CA				FY28																						Other				Microgrids: Construction of DERs for Enhancing System Adaptive capacity During Disruptive Events

		Colorado		CO				FY29																						State				Microgrids: Use of DERs for Enhancing System Adaptive Capacity During Disruptive Events

		Connecticut		CT																										Transmission Owner/Operator				Monitoring and Control Technologies

		Delaware		DE																														Reconductoring of Power Lines with Low-Sag, Advanced Conductors

		District of Columbia		DC																														Relocation of Power Lines

		Florida		FL																														Replacement of Old Overhead Conductors & Underground Cables

		Georgia		GA																														Undergrounding of Electrical Equipment

		Guam		GU																														Utility Pole Management

		Hawaii		HI																														Vegetation and Fuel-Load Management

		Idaho		ID																														Weatherization Technologies and Equipment

		Illinois		IL

		Indiana		IN

		Iowa		IA

		Kansas		KS

		Kentucky		KY

		Louisiana		LA

		Maine		ME

		Maryland		MD

		Massachusetts		MA

		Michigan		MI

		Minnesota		MN

		Mississippi		MS

		Missouri		MO

		Montana		MT

		Nebraska		NE

		Nevada		NV

		New Hampshire		NH

		New Jersey		NJ

		New Mexico		NM

		New York		NY

		North Carolina		NC

		North Dakota		ND

		Northern Mariana Islands		CM

		Ohio		OH

		Oklahoma		OK

		Oregon		OR

		Pennsylvania		PA

		Puerto Rico		PR

		Rhode Island		RI

		South Carolina		SC

		South Dakota		SD

		Tennessee		TN

		Texas		TX

		Trust Territories		TT

		Utah		UT

		Vermont		VT

		Virginia		VA

		Virgin Islands		VI

		Washington		WA

		West Virginia		WV

		Wisconsin		WI

		Wyoming		WY





Project 1

		ANNUAL PROGRAM METRICS AND IMPACT REPORT

		Project ID Number (Please make sure the project number aligns with the project numbers listed in the quarterly progress report)				Project 1																		FY2024

		Project Organization or Subawardee																						FY2025

		Project Title																						FY2026

		Project Performance Period Start Date (mm/dd/yyyy) 

		Project Performance Period End Date (mm/dd/yyyy) 

		Project Status				Select Project Milestone Here





		BASELINE IMPACT METRICS (performance measures)

		Impact Metric (select from list)						Outage Type
(select from list)		Does outage data include Major Event Days (MED)?

Bohman, Angelena: MED as defined by IEEE 1366-2001 2.5 Beta Methodology which can be found here: https://cmte.ieee.org/pes-drwg/wp-content/uploads/sites/61/2004-07-NARUC.pdf. 

If Subaward recipient does not use this definition, report alternate definition in "Metric Type" field		Coverage
(select from list)		Metric Type
(char lim: 300)		Outage Type
(char lim: 100)		Coverage Type 
(char lim: 100)		Baseline (Before Project Implementation)
Please ONLY enter values for the 5 years preceeding this Fiscal Year Report

Bohman, Angelena: For example if this annual report is for FY2023, please provide baseline data for 2018-2022


																				2017 Value		2018 Value		2019 Value		2020 value		2021 Value		2022 Value		2023 Value		2024 Value		2025 Value



















		CURRENT FISCAL YEAR IMPACT METRICS (performance measures)

		Impact Metric (select from list)						Outage Type
(select from list)		Does outage data include Major Event Days (MED)?

Bohman, Angelena: MED as defined by IEEE 1366-2001 2.5 Beta Methodology which can be found here: https://cmte.ieee.org/pes-drwg/wp-content/uploads/sites/61/2004-07-NARUC.pdf. 

If Subaward recipient does not use this definition, report alternate definition in "Metric Type" field		Coverage
(select from list)		Metric Type 
(char lim: 300)		Outage Type
(char lim: 100)		Coverage Type 
(char lim: 100)		Progress (During Project Implementation)

																				Value		Start Date of Data Collection
 (mm/dd/yyyy)		End Date of Data Collection 
(mm/dd/yyyy)























		JOB CREATION AND TRAINING 

		Metrics						Select from List		Number		Explanation



		Training

		Was training offered as part of the project? (specify in "Explanation" field)

		Type of training provided 

		Does your program target underserved or underrepresented population(s) for training?

		If yes, what target population do you serve? 																		other (please describe)

		Did the Subaward Entity partner with a community-based organization?

		Did the Subaward Entity partner with a labor union?

		Number of individuals receiving training (including registered apprenticeships) as part of the project.

		Average number of hours of training per individual (including on-the-job training/work performed by registered apprentices).

		Number of individuals receiving raise or promotion as a result of training.

		Number of individuals that are placed in new paid positions (including registered apprenticeships) as a result of training.

		Labor

		Number of employees a part of this project (specify in "Explanation" field as needed)

		Is there a project labor agreement (PLA) for the construction project? 

		Is there a collective bargaining agreement (CBA) for the project's non-construction work? 

		Has the Subaward Entity pledged neutrality with respect to union organizing?

		Is the Subaward Entity contributing to or otherwise supporting registered apprenticeship programs (e.g., financial support, hiring participants, providing training materials and facilities, etc.)? (specify in "Explanation" field)

		Is the Subaward Entity contributing or otherwise supporting non-registered apprenticeship joint-labor management or other training program? (specify in "Explanation" field)

		Is the Subaward Entity offering support services to workers or training participants (e.g., child care, transportation) (specify in "Explanation" field)?

		Does the project have a formal anti-discrimination or anti-harassment program or plan? 

		Does the Subaward Entity have a formal Diversity, Equity, Access, and Inclusion (DEIA) Plan? 

		Does the project have a workplace health and safety plan that was designed and is implemented in partnership with employees? (specify in "Explanation" field as needed)

		In support of second chance opportunities, does the Subaward Entity refrain from asking about job applicants' criminal records, arrest history, or any other history with the justice system? 

		Does the Subaward Entity have specific goals for the hiring of local workers? 

		Does the project have specific objective for hiring of underrepresented or disadvantaged groups? 







		WORKFORCE DEMOGRAPHICS

		Gender		Number of employees working on project		Number of trainees in project specific programs 		Race		Number of employees working on project		Number of trainees in project specific programs 		Ethnicity		Number of employees working on project		Number of trainees in project specific programs 

		Male						American Indian or Alaska Native						Hispanic or Latino

		Female						Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander						Not Hispanic or Latino

		Non-Binary						Asian						No Designation

		Other						Black or African American						Veteran Status		Number of employees working on project		Number of trainees in project specific programs 

		No Designation 						White						Veteran

		Disability Status		Number of employees working on project		Number of trainees in project specific programs 		Other						Not a Veteran

		Has Disability						No Designation						Other Protected Veterans

		Does Not Have Disability						From Disadvantaged Communities (DACs)		Number of employees working on project		Number of trainees in project specific programs 		No Designation

		Disability Status Unknown

		No Designation







		COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT ACTIVITIES

		Metrics				Select from List



		Does this project operate under a negotiatied Community Benefits Agreement?

Bohman, Angelena: For ideas on how to create a community benefits agreement see: https://www.energy.gov/diversity/community-benefit-agreement-cba-toolkit


		Is a Community Based Organization part of the project leadership?

		Did this project get approval of tribal governments with authority over impacted areas?

		Does this project operate under Memorandums of Understanding with Community-Based Organizations?

		Did this project get letters of support or any other indication that they are engaging in consent-based planning?

		Did this project engage Citizen Advisory Committees?

		Did a representative of the Community Based Organization or Community Advisory Committee review and approve this report? 





		COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT EVENTS

		Event Details								Community Engagement						Number of Attendees by Community of Interest 														Event Outcomes

		Event # (Unique Identifier)		Community Engagement Event Name (Virtual or In-Person)		5-Digit Zip Code		Zip Code +4

Bohman, Angelena: +4 zipcode look up here: https://tools.usps.com/go/ZipLookupAction_input
												

Bohman, Angelena: For example if this annual report is for FY2023, please provide baseline data for 2018-2022
		

Bohman, Angelena: For ideas on how to create a community benefits agreement see: https://www.energy.gov/diversity/community-benefit-agreement-cba-toolkit
								

Bohman, Angelena: MED as defined by IEEE 1366-2001 2.5 Beta Methodology which can be found here: https://cmte.ieee.org/pes-drwg/wp-content/uploads/sites/61/2004-07-NARUC.pdf. 

If Subaward recipient does not use this definition, report alternate definition in "Metric Type" field		

Bohman, Angelena: MED as defined by IEEE 1366-2001 2.5 Beta Methodology which can be found here: https://cmte.ieee.org/pes-drwg/wp-content/uploads/sites/61/2004-07-NARUC.pdf. 

If Subaward recipient does not use this definition, report alternate definition in "Metric Type" field		Type of Engagement
(select from list)		Degree of Engagement 
(select from list)		Did This Event Include An Open Planning Forum with Participant Polling?		Tribal Community		Disadvantaged Community		Fossil Energy Community		Rural Community		Other		If Other, Please Specify		Total Attendees		Outcomes or Barriers						Event Links

























Table of Metrics

		Readiness		Impact Categories 		Possible Impact Metrics 														Outage Type				Includes MED?				Coverage

		Registered apprenticeship		Outages		Largest outage cause														N/A				No, adjusted Only				Full service territory

		Other earn-as-you-learn on-the-job training				Number of outages														All Causes				Yes, MED Only				Feeder coverage area

		Upskilling for already employed individuals				Hours to repair outages														Vegetation				Yes, all outages				Substation coverage area

		Experiential training as part of a degree program				System Average Interruption Duration Index (SAIDI)														Animal 				N/A				Specific facility/facilities

		Other (please describe in "Explanation" Field)				Customer Average Interruption Duration Index (CAIDI) 														Vehicle								Other (insert necessary info in "Coverage Type" field)

						System Average Interruption Frequency Index (SAIFI)														Tornado

						Customer Average Interruption Frequency Index (CAIFI)														Thunderstorm

		Women				Number of individual customers with more than 5 interruptions														Hurricane

		Returning citizens (formerly incarcerated/justice system-involved)				Number of individual customer outages that extend beyond 24 hours														Derecho

		Veterans				Number of critical services with outages that extend beyond 24 hours														Flooding

		Residents of disadvantaged communities				Hours of unmet load														Wildfire

		Transitional youth (18-24 year-olds)				Average hours to restore 50% of customers 														Earthquake

		Displaced or at-risk energy  (coal, oil, gas, or automotive) workers				Average hours to restore 90% of customers 														Ice/Snow Storm

		Other (please describe in "Explanation" Field)				Average hours to restore 100% of customers 														Operator Error

				Damages		Outage recovery cost ($)														Equipment Failure

		Select Project Milestone Here				Hours line loading exceeded normal rating														Extreme Heat

		Planning Complete				Number of poles damaged (specify pole type in "Type" field")														Extreme Cold

		Design Complete				Feet of conductor replaced (specify conductor type in "Type" field)														Other Storm

		Regulatory Approval Obtained (including NEPA & Required Permits)				Number of electrical components damaged (specify in "Type" field)														Other (insert necessary info in "Outage Type" field)

		Equipment/Materials Purchased		Customers Benefitted		Number of residential customers benefitted by project

		Construction / Installation Started				Number of commercial customers benefitted by project

		Construction / Installation 50% Complete 				Number of industrial customers benefitted by project

		Construction / Installation 100% Complete				Number of customers that provide community services/emergency centers benefitted by project (specify service in "Type" field)

		Project Complete/Closed-Out				Number of customers that provide communication services benefitted by project (specify service in "Type" field)

						Number of customers that provide energy supply benefitted by project (specify service in "Type" field)

						Number of customers that provide transportation services benefitted by project (specify service in "Type" field)

						Number of customers that provide water services benefitted by project (specify service in "Type" field)

						Number of customers that provide food services benefitted by project (specify service in "Type" field)

						Other (insert necessary info in "Metric Type" field)



























































Definitions

				Community Definitions

				Disadvantaged Community:		For the purposes of this guidance “disadvantaged communities” are defined at the census tracts level. Until OMB provides final guidance, programs should use DOE’s Justice40 working definition of disadvantaged community. As part of this definition DOE will recognize disadvantaged communities as defined and identified by the White House Council on Environmental Quality’s Climate and Economic Justice Screening Tool (CEJST): https://toolkit.climate.gov/tool/climate-and-economic-justice-screening-tool.  DOE uses 36 burden indicators (e.g., job access, air toxics cancer risk) grouped by four categories – socio-economic vulnerabilities, environmental and climate hazards, fossil dependence, and energy burden - to determine which census tracts are considered disadvantaged.  To be considered a disadvantaged community under the DOE definition, a census tract must rank in or above the 80th percentile of cumulative sum of the 36 burden indicators for its state and have at least 30% of households classified as low income. Additionally, federally recognized tribal lands and U.S. territories, minority serving institutions and small disadvantaged businesses are considered part of a disadvantaged community, even if they are not located in disadvantaged census tracts. 

				Fossil Energy Community:		For the purposes of this guidance, “fossil energy communities” are cities, towns, and regions that have significant economic ties to fossil energy production through the extraction, processing, transport, or storage of coal, oil, and/or gas, or power generation from these fuels, specifically those included in 1) the “Covered Census Tract” definition in Section 40209 of H.R. 3684, which is based on census tracts that have had coal mines that have closed or coal-fired power plants that have retired after a certain date; and 2) the Bureau of Labor Statistics Areas listed by the Interagency Working Group on Coal & Power Plant Communities & Economic Revitalization. ,  This definition should be updated to reflect any new definition established by the Interagency Working Group on Coal & Power Plant Communities & Economic Revitalization. 

				Rural Community: 		 Federal agencies do not have a standard definition for rural therefore for the purposes of this guidance a “rural community” will be defined according to the definition of ‘rural and remote areas’ in BIL Sec. 40103 – “a city, town, or unincorporated area that has a population of not more than 10,000 inhabitants.”

				Tribal Community: 		For the purposes of this guidance “tribal communities” should be inclusive of organizations that identify as Indian/Native American Tribal Designated Organization, including Tribal Colleges and Universities; and Indian Nations and American Indian and Alaska Native Tribal Governments as defined by DOE Order 144.1  - “Indian Nation. Any American Indian or Alaska Native Tribe, Band, Nation, Pueblo or other organized group or community, including any Alaska Native village [as defined or established pursuant to the Alaska Native Claims Settlement act (43 U.S.C. 1601 et seq.)], which is acknowledged by the Federal government to constitute a tribe with a government-to-government relationship with the United States and eligible for the programs, services, and other relationships established by the United States for indigenous peoples because of their status as American Indian and Alaska Native tribes, Bands, Nations, Pueblos or communities.”													
“American Indian and Alaska Native Tribal Government. The recognized government of an Indian nation and any affiliated or component band government of such nation that has been determined eligible for specific services by Congress or officially recognized pursuant to 25 CFR Part 83, in the most recent Bureau of Indian Affairs Federal Register Notice, “Indian Entities Recognized and Eligible to Receive Services from the United States Bureau of Indian Affairs.” See Federal Register / Vol. 72, No. 55 / Thursday, March 22, 2007.”													
Those who self-identify as American Indian or Alaskan Native, but are non-tribal residents, should still be considered part of their self-identified community. 													

				Workforce demographics

				Disability status		Disabilities include but are not limited to: Alcohol or other substance use disorder (not currently using drugs illegally) • Autoimmune disorder, for example, lupus, fibromyalgia, rheumatoid arthritis, HIV/AIDS • Blind or low vision • Cancer (past or present) • Cardiovascular or heart disease • Celiac disease • Cerebral palsy • Deaf or serious difficulty hearing • Diabetes • Disfigurement, for example, disfigurement caused by burns, wounds, accidents, or congenital disorders • Epilepsy or other seizure disorder • Gastrointestinal disorders, for example, Crohn's Disease, irritable bowel syndrome • Intellectual or developmental disability • Mental health conditions, for example, depression, bipolar disorder, anxiety disorder, schizophrenia, PTSD • Missing limbs or partially missing limbs • Mobility impairment, benefiting from the use of a wheelchair, scooter, walker, leg brace(s) and/or other supports • Nervous system condition, for example, migraine headaches, Parkinson’s disease, multiple sclerosis (MS) • Neurodivergence, for example, attention-deficit/hyperactivity disorder (ADHD), autism spectrum disorder, dyslexia, dyspraxia, other learning disabilities • Partial or complete paralysis (any cause) • Pulmonary or respiratory conditions, for example, tuberculosis, asthma, emphysema • Short stature (dwarfism) • Traumatic brain injury





				Type of Engagement

				Consent Based Siting		The event sought or worked toward community consented siting of project

				Research & Design		The event engaged in co-design with the community on the project or related research 

				Reporting		The event shared back data or progress with the community 

				Project Decision Making		The event involved shared decision making on the project 

				Community Input		The event gathered input from the community participants





				Degree of Engagement

				Inform		Provide the community with relevant information

				Consult		Gather input from the community

				Involve		Ensure community needs and assets are integrated into process & inform planning

				Collaborate		Ensure community capacity to play a leadership role in implementation of decisions

				Defer to		Foster democratic participation and equity through community-driven decision making; Bridge divide between community and governance





				Technical Assistance Definitions

				Technical Analysis		Tools, resources, self-assessment toolkits

						Testing, validation

						Modeling, analysis (proactive & reactive)

						Tracking performance-data collection, benchmarks, including damage assessments from disasters

				Financial Analysis		How to access to financial resources. Including grants, loans, loan loss reserves

						Economic or market analysis 

						Financial incentives, networks, demand pull

				Training		Specific energy topics, including financial, technical, community engagement

						Training for State, Local, Tribal, and Territorial government or cross-functional groups

						DOE grant management 101: Recipient roles & responsibilities

				Program Assistance		Best practices, lessons learned

						Project or program design input, including DOE applications and social science for program design

				Policy & Planning Assistance		Direct support to strategic planning processes, inc. utility/state/cross-function

						Funding to support participation in official state/utility processes

						Funding to support an autonomous, self-directed process the State, Local, Tribal, and Territorial governments are undertaking

						Expert support to review draft policies re: best practices, successful examples, offer guidance/tips

				Capacity Building		Add or strengthen human capital to focus on energy issues, including fellows

						Strategy development for long-term engagement & coordination, including cohort support

						Help identify & address challenges, needs, priorities re: specific energy topics, including how to prepare for proposal writing, program evaluation

				Stakeholder Engagement & Coordination		Engagement from DOE services/staff to respond to incoming stakeholder requests & route to other types of TA as appropriate

						Engagement to help State, Local, Tribal, and Territorial governments identify, prioritize & engage with DOE programs

						Convene & connect disparate stakeholders & efforts for greater impact
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State of Maine 

APPLICATION COVER PAGE

RFA# 202312239 

Maine Grid Resilience Grant Program 



		Applicant’s Organization Name:

		



		Project Manager:

		



		Tel:

		

		E-mail:

		



		Headquarters Street Address:

		



		Headquarters City/State/Zip:

		



		Total Award Requested: 

		



		Total Cost Match Provided by Applicant ($): 

Please reference “Cost Match” under Section G on pages 10 – 11 in the RFA for cost match requirements.

		



		Cost Match Percentage (%):

		



		Number of Customers (i.e. meters) served by entity performing project: 

		



		Brief Summary of Project (250 word max.) 



		







· [bookmark: _Hlk510374961]This Application and the pricing structure contained herein will remain firm for a period of one hundred eighty (180) days from the date and time of the bid opening.

· No personnel currently employed by the Department or any other State agency participated, either directly or indirectly, in any activities relating to the preparation of the Applicant’s Application.

· No attempt has been made, or will be made, by the Applicant to induce any other person or firm to submit or not to submit an Application.

· The above-named organization is the legal entity entering into the resulting contract with the Department should they be awarded the contract.

· The undersigned is authorized to enter contractual obligations on behalf of the above-named organization.



To the best of my knowledge, all information provided in the enclosed application, both programmatic and financial, is complete and accurate at the time of submission.

		Name (Print):

		Title:



		Authorized Signature:

		Date:







State of Maine

DEBARMENT, PERFORMANCE, & NON-COLLUSION CERTIFICATION

RFA# 202312239

Maine Grid Resilience Grant Program



By signing this document, I certify to the best of my knowledge and belief that the aforementioned organization, its principals and any subcontractors named in this proposal:

a. Are not presently debarred, suspended, proposed for debarment, and declared ineligible or voluntarily excluded from bidding or working on contracts issued by any governmental agency.

b. Have not within three years of submitting the proposal for this contract been convicted of or had a civil judgment rendered against them for:

i. Fraud or a criminal offense in connection with obtaining, attempting to obtain, or performing a federal, state, or local government transaction or contract.

ii. Violating Federal or State antitrust statutes or committing embezzlement, theft, forgery, bribery, falsification or destruction of records, making false statements, or receiving stolen property.

c. Are not presently indicted for or otherwise criminally or civilly charged by a governmental entity (Federal, State or Local) with commission of any of the offenses enumerated in paragraph (b) of this certification.

d. Have not within a three (3) year period preceding this proposal had one or more federal, state, or local government transactions terminated for cause or default.

e. Have not entered into a prior understanding, agreement, or connection with any corporation, firm, or person submitting a response for the same materials, supplies, equipment, or services and this proposal is in all respects fair and without collusion or fraud. The above-mentioned entities understand and agree that collusive bidding is a violation of state and federal law and can result in fines, prison sentences, and civil damage awards.

Failure to provide this certification will result in the disqualification of the Applicant’s Application.



		Name (Print):



		Title:



		Authorized Signature:



		Date:










State of Maine 

APPLICATION FORM

RFA# 202312239  

Maine Grid Resilience Grant Program



In responding to each Criteria below, Applicants should refer to the information provided in the corresponding areas of the Activities and Requirements section in the RFA. Applicants must use this application to respond to all desired information outlined here and in the RFA.


Criteria 1:  General Information, Eligibility and Completeness (Pass/Fail)



		Is an application being submitted under IIJA Section 40101(c), FOA 2740 (GRIP)?

		☐ Yes

☐ No

If yes, please describe the differences between 40101(d) and 40101(c) applications: 



		



		Applicant’s Organization is a:

		☐ an electric grid operator

☐ an electricity storage operator   

☐ an electricity generator  

☐ a transmission owner or operator

☐ a distribution provider

☐ a distribution provider

☐ a fuel supplier

☐ other – Requesting Secretary approval. 



		Brief description of the type of eligible entity and explanation for selection made above:



		



		Brief description of the proposed work the eligible entity will perform:



		



		If “Other - Requesting Secretary approval” was selected, please provide: 

1) rationale of why this type of eligible entity should be approved and;

2) if proposed eligible entity is a Small Utility (1/3 cost match), with rationale and supporting documentation

		



		Cost Match: Per federal rules, eligible entities that receive an award under this program are required to match the amount awarded according to the amount of electricity sold in a year. Please reference “Cost Match” under Section G on pages 10 – 11 in the Request for Applications for cost match requirements.



Please indicate the applicability of cost match requirements here. 



The GEO reserves the right to alter a cost match during award negotiations within the ranges given in Section G of the Request for Applications for each entity type. 

		☐ Large Utility – Between 100% and 115% cost match is required



☐ Small Utility – Between 33.33% and 48.33% cost match is required



		Please describe the match source (cash, in-kind contributions): 

		



		Number of megawatt hours (MWh) of electricity sold by Applicant Organization:

		



		Data source for number of megawatt hours of electricity sold: 

An acceptable data source for verifying electricity sales is https://www.eia.gov/electricity/sales_revenue_price/xls/table10.xlsx 

Additional information verifying source can be provided here:

		



		The Applicant Organization confirms it will pay all of the laborers and mechanics performing construction, alteration, or repair work in excess of $2,000 on projects funded directly by or assisted in whole or in part by and through funding under the award, wages at rates not less than those prevailing on projects of a character similar in the locality as determined by subchapter IV of Chapter 1 of Title 40, United State Code commonly referred to as the “Davis Bacon Act” (DBA). Please refer to Terms and Conditions DBA guidance here. 

		☐ Yes

☐ No

If no, please explain below: 



		Are there any known foreign nationals participating in the proposed project?



Please refer to Terms and Conditions guidance: 







		☐ Yes

☐ No

If yes, please explain below:





		The Applicant Organization confirms the Build America Buy American (BABA) Requirement will be followed. Please indicate whether you anticipate seeking a BABA Waiver.  



Please refer to Terms and Conditions guidance: 





		☐ Yes

☐ No



If no, please explain below:





		Does the Applicant Organization confirm that it is, along with all proposed subrecipient/subcontractor and second-tier subcontractors, Domestic Entities? 



Please refer to Terms and Conditions guidance:







		☐ Yes

☐ No

If no, please explain below:





		Applicant Organizations must provide a completed Environmental Questionnaire (NEPA) covering award activity. 

See form linked here, and attach completed form to completed application. 

		





		Is the proposed work to be done an eligible activity identified in IIJA Section 40101(e)(1)?  (Check all that apply) Please see Section I.C of the ALRD.

		☐ Weatherization technologies and equipment

☐ Fire-resistant technologies and fire prevention systems

☐ Monitoring and control technologies

☐ The undergrounding of electrical equipment

☐ Utility pole management

☐ The relocation of power lines or the reconductoring of power lines with low-sag, advanced conductors

☐ Vegetation and fuel-load management

☐ The use or construction of distributed energy resources for enhancing system adaptive capacity during disruptive events, including microgrids and battery-storage subcomponents

☐ Adaptive protection technologies

☐ Advanced modeling technologies

☐ Hardening of power lines, facilities, substations, of other systems

☐ The replacement of old overhead conductors and underground cables



		Does the proposed effort include a component for the training, recruitment, retention, and reskilling of skilled and properly credentialled workers?

		☐ Yes

☐ No

If yes, please explain:





		Does the recipient acknowledge that the primary purpose of the proposed project is not cybersecurity but that the implementation of the proposed project will adhere to any applicable cybersecurity requirements, and where possible, best practices in deploying technologies under their subaward?

		☐ Yes

☐ No





		Please complete Appendix A: Performance Metrics Checklist to indicate all metrics the applicant anticipates tracking in alignment with the proposed project. See form linked here, and attach completed form to completed application.

		





		Is the subaward/subcontracts a Small Utility as defined by the Small Utilities Set Aside requirement set forth in Section 40101(d)(6) of BIL?

		☐ Yes

☐ No

If yes, explain how the eligible entity meets the definition of a Small Utility:














Criteria 2: Summary of Proposed Project and Alignment with Program Objectives (25 points) 



		2.1 What primary program objective(s) does the project seek to achieve? In 250  words or less, applicants should provide a description of how the project will fulfil at a minimum one of the core program objectives, while also at a minimum not undermining the other core program objectives;





1) increase the resilience of the electric grid and/or decrease the frequency of outages, including within disadvantaged communities and areas experiencing high frequency and/or long duration outages; 

2) Improve community and economic resilience and empower electric customers and communities to be resilient to disruptive events;

3) Increase clean energy workforce opportunities; and 

4) Align with ongoing electric grid modernization and state policy climate goals while mitigating disproportionate energy burdens.



Applicant should include a description of how success will be tracked through a description of how the applicant will provide reporting on metrics, drawing upon applicable metrics from the example metrics listed in the U.S. DOE Grid Deployment Office’s Guidance for Bipartisan Infrastructure Law Grid Resilience Formula Grant Metrics.





		















Criteria 3: Grid and Community Benefits (30 points)



		 3.1 Applicants may utilize both qualitative and quantitative factors in response to the questions for each of the sections. Please keep responses to under 500 words total. 



a. The extent to which the proposed project provides benefits to the electric grid, customer, and community. Where possible, data should consider current conditions and forecasted load increase from beneficial electrification and increased frequency of storms as a result of climate change, and indicate methods and data used. See the Guidance for Bipartisan Infrastructure Law Grid Resilience Formula Grant Metrics for examples of metrics to track benefits associated with the electric grid, customer, and communities; 

b. The extent to which the proposed project demonstrates reduced energy burden within the community or communities; 

c. A description of how the project will incorporate customer and community participation and feedback mechanisms, including but not limited to customer and community benefits, and community engagement in identifying critical facilities; description should include description of consultation and engagement with communities to date and identify areas where community input was sought on the project. Refer to “Equity and community benefit metrics” in DOE’s metrics guidance document. 

d. A description of how the project will lead to the creation of high-quality jobs in Maine; metrics of interest include but are not limited to number of new clean energy jobs in the state in the years following the resilience project; number of Maine businesses and contractors engaged in resilience project activities; number of Maine high school and secondary career and technical education (CTEs) engaged in resilience project activities; location of businesses and subcontractors receiving funds from the project. Refer to “Equity and community benefit metrics” in DOE’s metrics guidance document for additional information.  

e. The extent to which the proposed project contributes to or goes beyond the Justice40 objective of 40% of the benefits of climate and clean energy investments flowing to disadvantaged communities.[footnoteRef:2]  [2:  Applicants should refer to the following sources to complete the Community Benefits section of the application form:  
Climate and Economic Justice Screening Tool (CEJST), access the link here
Energy Justice Dashboard: US Department of Energy’s Energy Justice Dashboard, access the link here 
] 




		



































Criteria 4: Technical Merit and Feasibility (30 points) 



		4.1 Project Description and Budget 



Describe the proposed project, including the current stage of project planning, specific tasks and deliverables, roles and responsibilities, and expected outcomes: 



a. A description of the current stage of project planning; Please provide a detailed explanation of your proposed project expenses organized by task using the provided SF-424 Budget Justification Form

b. Proposed project cost

c. Financial need to the applicant and demonstration of how the funds will aid in the successful completion of the project within one to five years;

d. Description of other federal or state funding sources the applicant has or could consider, including whether the project is eligible or may be eligible for cost recovery, if the applicant is a regulated entity

e. Description of how the project meets the goals of Maine Won’t Wait, including achieving 80% of electricity generated by 2030 per the state’s Renewable Portfolio Standard, with a goal of 100% by 2040; indication of how project will not increase reliance on non-renewable sources;

f. A description of how the project will fulfil at a minimum one of the core program objectives, while also at a minimum not undermining the other core program objectives; 

g. Efficient use of program funds, for example through leveraging, matching, securitization;

h. Indication whether the proposed project location(s) is within a floodplain, including how the floodplain is defined; 

i. Demonstrated ability to comply with all applicable federal requirements, including Buy America and Davis-Bacon Act requirements. 



		


































State of Maine 

LETTERS OF SUPPORT 

RFA# 202312239  

Maine Grid Resilience Grant Program 



Criteria 5: Partnerships and Letters of Support (15 points)



In support of the Grid and Community Benefits component of this application, Applicants are strongly encouraged to demonstrate existing, new, or planned partnerships with communities and community entities through documentation such as a letter of support or Memorandum of Understanding. Examples of entities include but are not limited to organizations that work with local communities, disadvantaged communities, and stakeholders that are most vulnerable to or affected by the project, and organizations that carry out workforce development programs.  

 

		In partnership with:

Letters of Support must be provided with Application.

		List Partners (if any)
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FOREIGN NATIONAL PARTICIPATION – APPROVAL REQUIRED (MARCH 2023) 
 



If the Recipient (including any of its subrecipients and contractors) anticipates involving foreign nationals in the 



performance of this award, the Recipient must provide DOE with specific information about each foreign national to 



ensure compliance with the requirements for foreign national participation and access approvals. The volume and 



type of information required may depend on various factors associated with the award. Approval for foreign 



nationals in Principal Investigator/Co-Principal Investigator roles, from countries of risk (i.e., China, Iran, North 



Korea, and Russia), and from countries identified on the U.S. Department of State’s list of State Sponsors of 



Terrorism (https://www.state.gov/state-sponsors-of-terrorism/) must be obtained from DOE before they can 



participate in the performance of any work under this award. 



 



A “foreign national” is defined as any person who is not a United States citizen by birth or naturalization. DOE may 



elect to deny a foreign national’s participation in the award. Likewise, DOE may elect to deny a foreign national’s 



access to a DOE sites, information, technologies, equipment, programs, or personnel. 
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BUY AMERICAN REQUIREMENTS FOR INFRASTRUCTURE PROJECTS (MARCH 



2023) 



 



A. Definitions 



 



Components are defined as the articles, materials, or supplies incorporated directly into the end 



manufactured product(s). 



 



Construction Materials are an article, material, or supply—other than an item primarily of iron 



or steel; a manufactured product; cement and cementitious materials; aggregates such as stone, 



sand, or gravel; or aggregate binding agents or additives—that is used in an infrastructure project 



and is or consists primarily of non-ferrous metals, plastic and polymer-based products (including 



polyvinylchloride, composite building materials, and polymers used in fiber optic cables), glass 



(including optic glass), lumber, drywall, coatings (paints and stains), optical fiber, clay brick; 



composite building materials; or engineered wood products. 



 



Domestic Content Procurement Preference Requirement- means a requirement that no 



amounts made available through a program for federal financial assistance may be obligated for 



an infrastructure project unless— 



(A) all iron and steel used in the project are produced in the United States; 



(B) the manufactured products used in the project are produced in the United States; or 



(C) the construction materials used in the project are produced in the United States. 



Also referred to as the Buy America Requirement. 



 



Infrastructure includes, at a minimum, the structures, facilities, and equipment located in the 



United States, for: roads, highways, and bridges; public transportation; dams, ports, harbors, and 



other maritime facilities; intercity passenger and freight railroads; freight and intermodal 



facilities; airports; water systems, including drinking water and wastewater systems; electrical 



transmission facilities and systems; utilities; broadband infrastructure; and buildings and real 



property; and generation, transportation, and distribution of energy -including electric vehicle 



(EV) charging. The term “infrastructure” should be interpreted broadly, and the definition 



provided above should be considered as illustrative and not exhaustive. 



 



Manufactured Products are items used for an infrastructure project made up of components 



that are not 



primarily of iron or steel; construction materials; cement and cementitious materials’ aggregates 



such as stone, sand, or gravel; or aggregate binding agents or additives. 



 



Primarily of iron or steel means greater than 50% iron or steel, measured by cost. 



 



Project- means the construction, alteration, maintenance, or repair of infrastructure in the United 



States. 



 



Public- The Buy America Requirement does not apply to non-public infrastructure. For purposes 



of this guidance, infrastructure should be considered “public” if it is: (1) publicly owned or (2) 



privately owned but utilized primarily for a public purpose. Infrastructure should be considered 











to be “utilized primarily for a public purpose” if it is privately operated on behalf of the public or 



is a place of public accommodation. 



 



B. Buy America Requirement 



None of the funds provided under this award (federal share or recipient cost-share) may be used 



for a project for infrastructure unless: 



 



1. All iron and steel used in the project is produced in the United States—this means all 



manufacturing 



processes, from the initial melting stage through the application of coatings, occurred in 



the United 



States; 



 



2. All manufactured products used in the project are produced in the United States—this 



means the manufactured product was manufactured in the United States; and the cost of 



the components of the manufactured product that are mined, produced, or manufactured 



in the United States is greater than 55 percent of the total cost of all components of the 



manufactured product, unless another standard for determining the minimum amount of 



domestic content of the manufactured product has been established under applicable law 



or regulation; and 



 



3. All construction materials are manufactured in the United States—this means that all 



manufacturing processes for the construction material occurred in the United States. 



 



The Buy America Requirement only applies to articles, materials, and supplies that are 



consumed in, incorporated into, or permanently affixed to an infrastructure project. As such, it 



does not apply to tools, equipment, and supplies, such as temporary scaffolding, brought into the 



construction site and removed at or before the completion of the infrastructure project. Nor does 



a Buy America Requirement apply to equipment and furnishings, such as movable chairs, desks, 



and portable computer equipment, that are used at or within the finished infrastructure project 



but are not an integral part of the structure or permanently affixed to the infrastructure project. 



 



Recipients are responsible for administering their award in accordance with the terms and 



conditions, including the Buy America Requirement. The recipient must ensure that the Buy 



America Requirement flows down to all subawards and that the sub awardees and subrecipients 



comply with the Buy America Requirement. The Buy America Requirement term and condition 



must be included all sub-awards, contracts, subcontracts, and purchase orders for work 



performed under the infrastructure project. 



 



C. Certification of Compliance 



The Recipient must certify or provide equivalent documentation for proof of compliance that a 



good faith effort was made to solicit bids for domestic products used in the infrastructure project 



under this Award. 



The Recipient must also maintain certifications or equivalent documentation for proof of 



compliance that those articles, materials, and supplies that are consumed in, incorporated into, 



affixed to, or otherwise used in the infrastructure project, not covered by a waiver or exemption, 











are produced in the United States. The certification or proof of compliance must be provided by 



the suppliers or manufacturers of the iron, steel, manufactured products and construction 



materials and flow up from all subawardees, contractors and vendors to the Recipient. The 



Recipient must keep these certifications with the award/project files and be able to produce them 



upon request from DOE, auditors or Office of Inspector General. 



 



D. Waivers 



When necessary, the Recipient may apply for, and DOE may grant, a waiver from the Buy 



America Requirement. Requests to waive the application of the Buy America Requirement must 



be in writing to the Contracting Officer. Waiver requests are subject to review by DOE and the 



Office of Management and Budget, as well as a public comment period of no less than 15 



calendar days. 



 



Waivers must be based on one of the following justifications: 



 



1. Public Interest- Applying the Buy America Requirement would be inconsistent with 



the public 



interest; 



 



2. Non-Availability- The types of iron, steel, manufactured products, or construction 



materials are not produced in the United States in sufficient and reasonably available 



quantities or of a satisfactory quality; or 



 



3. Unreasonable Cost- The inclusion of iron, steel, manufactured products, or 



construction materials produced in the United States will increase the cost of the overall 



project by more than 25 percent. 



 



Requests to waive the Buy America Requirement must include the following: 



 



• Waiver type (Public Interest, Non-Availability, or Unreasonable Cost); 



• Recipient name and Unique Entity Identifier (UEI); 



• Award information (Federal Award Identification Number, Assistance Listing number); 



• A brief description of the project, its location, and the specific infrastructure involved; 



• Total estimated project cost, with estimated federal share and recipient cost share 



breakdowns; 



• Total estimated infrastructure costs, with estimated federal share and recipient cost 



share breakdowns; 



• List and description of iron or steel item(s), manufactured goods, and/or construction 



material(s) the 



recipient seeks to waive from the Buy America Preference, including name, cost, 



quantity(ies), 



country(ies) of origin, and relevant Product Service Codes (PSC) and North American 



Industry 



Classification System (NAICS) codes for each; 



• A detailed justification as to how the non-domestic item(s) is/are essential the project; 











• A certification that the recipient made a good faith effort to solicit bids for domestic 



products 



supported by terms included in requests for proposals, contracts, and non-proprietary 



communications 



with potential suppliers; 



• A justification statement—based on one of the applicable justifications outlined 



above—as to why the listed items cannot be procured domestically, including the due 



diligence performed (e.g., market research, industry outreach, cost analysis, cost-benefit 



analysis) by the recipient to attempt to avoid the need for a waiver. This justification may 



cite, if applicable, the absence of any Buy America compliant bids received for domestic 



products in response to a solicitation; and 



• Anticipated impact to the project if no waiver is issued. 



 



The Recipient should consider using the following principles as minimum requirements 



contained in their waiver request: 



 



• Time-limited: Consider a waiver constrained principally by a length of time, rather than 



by the specific project/award to which it applies. Waivers of this type may be appropriate, 



for example, when an item that is “non-available” is widely used in the project. When 



requesting such a waiver, the Recipient should identify a reasonable, definite time frame 



(e.g., no more than one to two years) designed so that the waiver is reviewed to ensure 



the condition for the waiver (“non-availability”) has not changed (e.g., domestic supplies 



have become more available). 



 



• Targeted: Waiver requests should apply only to the item(s), product(s), or material(s) or 



category(ies) of item(s), product(s), or material(s) as necessary and justified. Waivers 



should not be overly broad as this will undermine domestic preference policies 



 



• Conditional: The Recipient may request a waiver with specific conditions that support 



the policies of IIJA/BABA and Executive Order 14017. 



 



DOE may request, and the Recipient must provide, additional information for consideration of 



this wavier. DOE may reject or grant waivers in whole or in part depending on its review, 



analysis, and/or feedback from OMB or the public. DOEs final determination regarding approval 



or rejection of the waiver request may not be appealed. Waiver requests may take up to 90 



calendar days to process. 
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TRANSPARENCY OF FOREIGN CONNECTIONS (MARCH 2023) 



 



During the term of the Award, the Recipient must notify the DOE Contracting Officer within 



fifteen (15) business days of learning of the following circumstances in relation to the Recipient 



or subrecipients: 



 



1. The existence of any joint venture or subsidiary that is based in, funded by, or has a 



foreign affiliation 



with any foreign country of risk; 



 



2. Any current or pending contractual or financial obligation or other agreement specific 



to a business 



arrangement, or joint venture-like arrangement with an enterprise owned by a country of 



risk or foreign 



entity based in a country of risk; 



 



3. Any current or pending change in ownership structure of the Recipient or subrecipients 



that increases 



foreign ownership related to a country of risk; 



 



4. Any current or pending venture capital or institutional investment by an entity that has 



a general partner 



or individual holding a leadership role in such entity who has a foreign affiliation with 



any foreign 



country of risk; 



 



5. Any current or pending technology licensing or intellectual property sales to a foreign 



country of risk; and 



 



6. Any current or pending foreign business entity, offshore entity, or entity outside the 



United States related to the Recipient or subrecipient. 
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U.S. DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY 



ENVIRONMENTAL QUESTIONNAIRE 



I. INSTRUCTIONS 



The proposer shall prepare this Environmental Questionnaire (EQ) as accurately and completely as possible.  Supporting 
information can be provided as attachments.  The proposer must identify the location of the project and specifically describe the 
activities that would occur at that location. The proposer must provide specific information and quantities, regarding air 
emissions, wastewater discharges, solid wastes, etc., to facilitate the necessary review.  In addition, the proposer must submit 
with this EQ a FINAL copy of the project’s statement of work (SOW) or statement of project objective (SOPO) that will be used 
in the contract/agreement between the proposer and the U.S Department of Energy (DOE). 



II. QUESTIONNAIRE



A. PROJECT SUMMARY 



1. Solicitation/Project Number: Proposer:  



2. This Environmental Questionnaire pertains to a: □ Recipient or Prime Contractor □ Sub-recipient or Subcontractor



3. Principal Investigator: Telephone Number:  



4. Project Title:



5. Expected Project Duration:



6. Location of Activities covered by this Environmental Questionnaire: (City/Township, County, State):



7. List the full scope of activities planned (only for the location that is the subject of this Environmental Questionnaire).



8. List all other locations where work would be performed by the primary contractor of the project and subcontractor(s).
Each of the following must have an individual Environmental Questionnaire.



Subcontractor or sub-recipient Location of activities for this project 



9. Identify and select the checkbox with the predominant project work activities under Group A, B, or C



Group A 



□ Routine administrative, procurement, training, and personnel actions.  Contract activities/awards for management support,
financial assistance, and technical services in support of agency business, programs, projects, and goals.  Literature
searches and information gathering, material inventories, property surveys; data analysis, computer modeling, analytical
reviews, technical summary, conceptual design, feasibility studies, document preparation, data dissemination, and paper
studies.  Technical assistance including financial planning, assistance, classroom training, public meetings, management
training, survey participation, academic contribution, technical consultation, and stakeholders surveys.  Workshop and
conference planning, preparation, and implementation which may involve promoting energy efficiency, renewable
energy, and energy conservation.



STOP!  If all work activities related to this project can be classified and described within categories under Group A, proceed 
directly to Section III CERTIFICATION BY PROPOSER.  No additional information is required. 
If project work activities are described in either Group(s) B or C; then continue filling out questionnaire. 
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U.S. DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY 



ENVIRONMENTAL QUESTIONNAIRE 



Group B 



□ Laboratory Scale Research, Bench Scale Research, Pilot Scale Research, Proof-of-Concept Scale Research, or Field Test
Research.  Work DOES NOT involve new building/facilities construction and site excavation/groundbreaking activities.
This work typically involves routine operation of existing laboratories, commercial buildings/properties, offices and
homes, project test facilities, factories/power plants, vehicles test stands and components, refueling facilities, utility
systems, or other existing structures/facilities.  Work will NOT involve major change in facilities missions and
operations, land use planning, new/modified regulatory/operating permit requirements.  Includes work specific to routine
DOE Site operations and Lab research work activities, but NOT building construction and site preparation.  DOE work
typically involves laboratory facilities and lab equipment operations, buildings and grounds management activities; and
buildings and facilities maintenance, repairs, reconfiguration, remodeling, equipment use and replacement.



Group C 



□ Pilot Test Facilities Construction, Pilot Scale Research, Field Scale Demonstration, or Commercial Scale Application.
Work typically involves facility construction, site preparation/excavation/groundbreaking, and/or demolition.  This work
would include construction, retrofit, replacement, and/or major modifications of laboratories, test facilities, energy system
prototypes, and power generation infrastructure.  Work may also involve construction and maintenance of utilities system
right-of-ways, roads, vehicle test facilities, commercial buildings/properties, fuel refinery/mixing facilities, refueling
facility, power plants, underground wells, and pipelines, and other types of energy research related facilities.  This work
may require new or modified regulatory permits, environmental sampling and monitoring requirements, master planning,
public involvement, and environmental impact review.  Includes work specific to DOE Site Operations and Lab operation
activities involving building and facilities construction, replacement, decommissioning/demolition, site preparation, land
use changes, or change in research facilities mission or operations.



B. PROPOSED PROJECT ALTERNATIVES 



1. If applicable, list any project alternatives considered to achieve the project objectives.



C. PROJECT LOCATION 



1. Provide a brief description of the project location (physical location, surrounding area, adjacent structures).



2. Attach a project site location map of the project work area.



D. ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS 



NEPA procedures require evaluations of possible effects (including land use, energy resource use, natural, historic and cultural 
resources, and pollutants) from proposed projects on the environment.   



1. Land Use



a. Characterize present land use where the proposed project would be located.
□ Urban □ Industrial □ Commercial □ Agricultural
□ Suburban □ Rural □ Residential □ Research Facilities
□ Forest □ University Campus □ Other:



b. Identify the total size of the facility, structure, or system and what portion would be used for the proposed project.
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U.S. DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY 



ENVIRONMENTAL QUESTIONNAIRE 
c. Describe planned construction, installation, and/or demolition activities, i.e., roads, utilities system right-of-ways, parking



lots, buildings, laboratories, storage tanks, fueling facilities, underground wells, pipelines, or other structures.
□ No construction would be anticipated for this project.



d. Describe how land use would be affected by operational activities associated with the proposed project.
□ No land areas would be affected.



e. Describe any plans to reclaim areas that would be affected by the proposed project.
□ No land areas would be affected.



f. Would the proposed project affect any unique or unusual landforms (e.g., cliffs, waterfalls, etc.)?
□ No □ Yes (describe)



g. Would the proposed project be located in or near local, state, or federal parks; forests; monuments; scenic waterways;
wilderness; recreation facilities; or tribal lands? □ No □ Yes (describe)



2. Construction Activities and/or Operation



a. Identify project structure(s), power line(s), pipeline(s), utilities system(s), right-of-way(s) or road(s) that will be
constructed and clearly mark them on a project site map or topographic map as appropriate. □ None



b. Would the proposed project require the construction of waste pits or settling ponds?
□ No □ Yes (describe and identify location, and estimate surface area disturbed)



c. Would the proposed project affect any existing body of water? □ No □ Yes (describe)



d. Would the proposed project impact a floodplain or wetland? □ No □ Yes (describe)



e. Would the proposed project potentially cause runoff/sedimentation/erosion? □ No □ Yes (describe)



f. Would the proposed project include activities located on perma-frost, near fault zones, or involve fracturing, well drilling,
geologic stimulation, sequestration, active seismic data collection, and/or deepwater operations?
 □ No □ Yes (describe)
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U.S. DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY 



ENVIRONMENTAL QUESTIONNAIRE 
g. Would the proposed project involve any of the following: nanotechnology; recombinant DNA or genetic engineering;



facility decommissioning or disposition of equipment/materials; or management of radioactive wastes/materials?
 □ No □ Yes (describe)



3. Biological Resources



a. Identify any State or Federally listed endangered or threatened plant or animal species potentially affected by the proposed
project.
□ None



b. Would any designated critical habitat be affected by the proposed project? □ No □ Yes (describe)



c. Describe any impacts that construction would have on any other types of sensitive or unique habitats.
□ No planned construction □ No habitats □ None □ Impact (describe)



d. Would any foreign substances/materials be introduced into ground or surface waters, soil, or other earth/geologic resource
because of project activities?  How would these foreign substances/materials affect the water, soil, biota, and geologic
resources? □ No □ Yes (describe)



e. Would any migratory animal corridors be impacted or disrupted by the proposed project? □ No □ Yes (describe)



4. Socioeconomic and Infrastructure Conditions



a. Would local socio-economic changes result from the proposed project? □ No □ Yes (describe)



b. Would the proposed project generate increased traffic use of roads through local neighborhoods, urban or rural areas?
□ No □ Yes (describe)



c. Would the proposed project require new transportation access (roads, rail, etc.)?  Describe location, impacts, costs.
□ No □ Yes (describe)



d. Would the proposed project create a significant increase in local energy usage? □ No □ Yes (describe)
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U.S. DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY 



ENVIRONMENTAL QUESTIONNAIRE 



5. Historical/Cultural Resources



a. Describe any historical, archaeological, or cultural sites in the vicinity of the proposed project; note any sites included on
the National Register of Historic Places. □ None



b. Would construction or operational activities planned under the proposed project disturb any historical, archaeological, or
cultural sites? □ No planned construction □ No historic sites □ Yes (describe) □ No Impact (discuss)



c. Has the State Historic Preservation Office been contacted with regard to this project? □ No □ Yes (describe)



d. Would the proposed project interfere with visual resources (e.g., eliminate scenic views) or alter the present landscape?
□ No □ Yes (describe)



e. Would the proposed project be located on or adjacent to tribal lands, lands considered to be sacred, or lands used for
traditional purposes?  Describe any known tribal sensitivities for the proposed project area.



6. Atmospheric Conditions/Air Quality



a. Identify air quality conditions in the immediate vicinity of the proposed project with regard to attainment of National
Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS).  This information is available under the Green Book Non-Attainment Areas for
Criteria Pollutants located at http://www.epa.gov/air/oaqps/greenbk/astate.html



Attainment Non-Attainment 
O3 - 1 Hour □ □ 
O3 - 8 Hour □ □ 
SOx □ □ 
PM - 2.5 □ □ 



PM - 10 □ □ 
CO □ □ 
NO2 □ □ 
Lead □ □ 



b. Would proposed project require issuance of new or modified local, state, or federal air permits to perform project related
work and activities? □ No □ Yes (describe)



c. Would the proposed project be in compliance with local and state air quality requirements? □ Yes
If not, please explain.





http://www.epa.gov/air/oaqps/greenbk/astate.html
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U.S. DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY 



ENVIRONMENTAL QUESTIONNAIRE 
d. Would the proposed project be classified as either a New Source or a major modification to an existing source?



□ No □ Yes (describe)



e. What types of air emissions, including fugitive emissions, would be anticipated from the proposed project, and what
would be the maximum annual rate of emissions for the project?



Maximum per Year Total for Project 
□ SOx



□ NOx



□ PM - 2.5
□ PM - 10
□ CO
□ CO2



□ Lead
□ H2S
□ Organic solvent vapors or other volatile organic compounds--List:



□ Hazardous air pollutants -- List:



□ Other -- List:



□ None



f. Would any types of emission control or particulate collection devices be used?
□ No □ Yes (describe, including collection efficiencies)



g. How would emissions be vented?



7. Hydrologic Conditions/Water Quality



a. What nearby water bodies may be affected by the proposed project?  Provide distance(s) from the project site.



b. What sources would supply potable and process water for the proposed project?
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U.S. DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY 



ENVIRONMENTAL QUESTIONNAIRE 
c. Quantify the wastewater that would be generated by the proposed project.



Gallons/day Gallons/year 
□ Non-contact cooling water
□ Process water
□ Sanitary
□ Other -- describe:
□ None



d. What would be the major components of each type of wastewater (e.g., coal fines)? □ No wastewater produced



e. Identify the local treatment facility that would receive wastewater from the proposed project.
□ No discharges to local treatment facility



f. Describe how wastewater would be collected and treated. □ No wastewater produced



g. Would any run-off or leachates be produced from storage piles or waste disposal sites? □ No □ Yes (describe source)



h. Would project require issuance of new or modified water permits to perform project work or site development activities?
□ No □ Yes (describe)



i. Where would wastewater effluents from the proposed project be discharged? □ No wastewater produced



j. Would the proposed project be permitted to discharge effluents into an existing body of water?
□ No □ Yes (describe water use and effluent impact)



k. Would a new or modified National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permit be required?
□ No □ Yes (describe)



l. Would the proposed project adversely affect the quality or movement of groundwater? □ No □ Yes (describe)
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U.S. DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY 



ENVIRONMENTAL QUESTIONNAIRE 
m. Would the proposed project require issuance of an Underground Injection Control (UIC) permit?



□ No □ Yes (describe)



n. Would the proposed project be located in or near a wellhead protection area, drinking water protection area, or above a
sole source aquifer or underground source of drinking water (USDW)?
□ No □ Yes (describe)



8. Solid and Hazardous Wastes



a. Identify and estimate wastes that would be generated from the project.  Solid wastes are defined as any solid, liquid, semi-
solid, or contained gaseous material that is discarded, has served its intended purpose, or is a manufacturing or mining by-
product (See EPA Municipal Solid Waste and Municipal Solid Waste by State).



Annual Quantity 
□ Municipal solid waste (e.g., paper, plastic, etc.)
□ Coal or coal by-products
□ Other -- Identify:
□ Hazardous waste – Identify:
□ None



b. Would project require issuance of new or modified solid waste and/or hazardous waste related permits to perform project
work activities? □ No □ Yes (explain)



c. How and where would solid waste disposal be accomplished?
□ None generated
□ On-site (identify and describe location)
□ Off-site (identify location and describe facility and treatment)



d. How would wastes for disposal be transported?



e. Describe hazardous wastes that would be generated, treated, handled, or stored under this project.  Hazardous waste
information can be found at EPA Hazardous Waste website. □ None



f. How would hazardous or toxic waste be collected and stored? □ None used or produced





http://www.epa.gov/safewater/uic/


http://www.epa.gov/msw/


http://www.epa.gov/msw/states.htm


http://www.epa.gov/epawaste/index.htm








NETL F 451.1-1/3 
Revised: 12/3/2014 



Reviewed: 12/3/2014 
(Page 9) 



U.S. DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY 



ENVIRONMENTAL QUESTIONNAIRE 
g. If hazardous wastes would require off-site disposal, have arrangements been made with a certified TSD (Treatment,



Storage, and Disposal) facility?
□ Not required □ Arrangements not yet made □ Arrangements made with a certified TSD facility (identify)



9. Health/Safety Factors



a. Identify hazardous or toxic materials that would be used in the proposed project.
□ None □ Hazardous or toxic materials that would be used (identify):



b. Describe the potential impacts of this project’s hazardous materials on human health and the environment.
□ None



c. Would there be any special physical hazards or health risks associated with the project? □ No □ Yes (describe)



d. Does a worker safety program exist at the location of the proposed project? □ No □ Yes (describe)



e. Would additional safety training be necessary for any new laboratory, equipment, or processes involved with the project?
□ No □ Yes (describe)



f. Describe any increases in ambient noise levels to the public from construction and operational activities.
□ None □ Increase in ambient noise level (describe)



g. Would project construction result in the removal of natural or other barriers that act as noise screens?
□ No construction planned □ No □ Yes (describe)



h. Would hearing protection be required for workers? □ No □ Yes (describe)



10. Environmental Restoration and/or Waste Management



a. Would the proposed project include CERCLA removals or similar actions under RCRA or other authorities?
□ No □ Yes (describe)
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U.S. DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY 



ENVIRONMENTAL QUESTIONNAIRE 
b. Would the proposed project include siting, construction, and operation of temporary pilot-scale waste collection and



treatment facilities or pilot-scale waste stabilization and containment facilities? □ No □ Yes (describe)



c. Would the proposed project involve operations of environmental monitoring and control systems?
□ No □ Yes (describe)



d. Would the proposed project involve siting, construction, operation, or decommissioning of a facility for storing packaged
hazardous waste for 90 days or less? □ No □ Yes (describe)



E. REGULATORY COMPLIANCE 



1. For the following laws, describe any existing permits, new or modified permits, manifests, responsible authorities or
agencies, contacts, etc., that would be required for the proposed project



a. Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA): □ None □ New Required □ Modification Required
Describe:



b. Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act (CERCLA):
□ None □ New Required □ Modification Required
Describe:



c. Toxic Substance Control Act (TSCA): □ None □ New Required □ Modification Required
Describe:



d. Clean Water Act (CWA): □ None □ New Required □ Modification Required
Describe:



e. Underground Storage Tank Control Program (UST): □ None □ New Required □ Modification Required
Describe:



f. Underground Injection Control Program (UIC): □ None □ New Required □ Modification Required
Describe:



g. Clean Air Act (CAA): □ None □ New Required □ Modification Required
Describe:





http://www.epa.gov/reg5rcra/wptdiv/cme/compasst.htm


http://www.epa.gov/OUST


http://www.epa.gov/safewater/uic/








NETL F 451.1-1/3 
Revised: 12/3/2014 



Reviewed: 12/3/2014 
(Page 11) 



U.S. DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY 



ENVIRONMENTAL QUESTIONNAIRE 
h. Endangered Species Act (ESA): □ None □ New Required □ Modification Required



Describe:



i. Floodplains and Wetlands Regulations: □ None □ New Required □ Modification Required
Describe:



j. Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act (FWCA): □ None □ New Required □ Modification Required
Describe:



k. National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA): □ None □ New Required □ Modification Required
Describe:



l. Coastal Zone Management Act (CZMA): □ None □ New Required □ Modification Required
Describe:



2. Identify any other environmental laws and regulations (Federal, state, and local) for which compliance would be necessary
for this project, and describe the permits, manifests, and contacts that would be required.



F. DESCRIBE ANY ISSUES THAT WOULD GENERATE PUBLIC CONTROVERSY REGARDING THE 
PROPOSED PROJECT. □ None 



G. WOULD THE PROPOSED PROJECT PRODUCE ADDITIONAL DEVELOPMENT, OR ARE OTHER MAJOR 
DEVELOPMENTS PLANNED OR UNDERWAY, IN THE PROJECT AREA? 
□ No □ Yes (describe)



H. SUMMARIZE THE SIGNIFICANT IMPACTS THAT WOULD RESULT FROM THE PROPOSED PROJECT. 
□ None (provide supporting detail) □ Significant impacts (describe)





http://www.epa.gov/owow/wetlands/regs/eo.html
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U.S. DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY 



ENVIRONMENTAL QUESTIONNAIRE 



I. PROVIDE A DESCRIPTION OF HOW THE PROJECT WOULD BE DECOMMISSIONED, INCLUDING THE 
DISPOSITION OF EQUIPMENT AND MATERIALS. 



III. CERTIFICATION BY PROPOSER



I hereby certify that the information provided herein is current, accurate, and complete as of the date shown immediately below. 



Signature:    Date (mm/dd/yyyy):   



Typed Name:   



Title:   



Organization:   



IV. REVIEW AND APPROVAL BY DOE



I hereby certify that I have reviewed the information provided in this questionnaire, have determined that all questions have been 
appropriately answered, and judge the responses to be consistent with the efforts proposed.   



DOE Project Manager 



Signature:   Date (mm/dd/yyyy):  



Typed Name: 
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Project Performance Metrics

Appendix A: Performance Metrics


Check the build and resilience impact metrics that will be collected for the proposed resilience project and reported in the Quarterly Progress Report. In addition to the build and resilience impact metrics identified below, the Annual Program Metrics and Impact Report will further capture benefits that communities realize through the program. Information collected in the annual report will include communities affected by specific projects, avoided outages and reduced restoration time because of projects, community and labor engagement; workforce and community agreements, collective bargaining agreements and project labor agreements, investments in job quality and skilled workforce; diversity, equity, inclusion and accessibility; and Justice40 benefits. The annual reporting template is available here: 








Performance metrics for successful project proposals may include and are not limited to the metrics listed below. Specific performance metrics requirements may depend on a variety of factors including the type of the project, the total award size, and the primary objective(s) the project proposal aims to address. Performance metric requirements will be specified in the contract negotiation phase.


Build Metrics


· Miles of new distribution lines


· Miles of distribution lines undergrounded


· Miles of distribution lines of vegetation clearing


· Miles of distribution lines reconductored


· Miles of distribution lines with other upgrades


· Number of distribution poles inspected


· Number of distribution poles replaced


· Number of distribution poles with other upgrades


· Miles of new transmission lines


· Miles of transmission lines undergrounded


· Miles of transmission lines of vegetation clearing


· Miles of transmission lines reconductored


· Miles of transmission lines with other upgrades


· Number of transmission structures inspected


· Number of transmission structures replaced


· Number of transmission structures with other upgrades


· Number of substations relocated


· Number of substations with added physical protection


· Number of substations with added sensors/monitors


· Number of substations with elevated equipment


· Number of substations with upgraded equipment


· Number of substations with other upgrades


· Number of substations with redundant equipment


· Number of fault location, Isolation and service restoration (FLISR) devices installed


· Number of other monitoring/metering devices installed


· Number of other protection or control devices installed


· Power Rating of battery system installed (MW)


· Energy rating of battery installed (MWh)


· Power rating of mobile back up generation unit (MW)


· Voltage rating of mobile substation (kV)


· Voltage rating of mobile transformers (kV)


· Capacity rating of hardened generation (MW) - photovoltaics


· Capacity rating of hardened generation (MW) - wind


· Capacity rating of hardened generation (MW) - diesel


· Capacity rating of hardened generation (MW) - natural gas


· Capacity rating of hardened generation (MW) - coal


· Percent increased energy storage capacity in reserve fuel -diesel


· Percent increased energy storage capacity in reserve fuel -propane


· Percent increased energy storage capacity in reserve fuel -gasoline


· Number of transportation assets purchased to assist with power restoration


· Number of communications assets purchased to assist with power restoration


· Number of other assets purchased to assist with power restoration


· Percentage of system migrated into new software system


· Percentage increase in pole inventory


· Percentage increase in transformer inventory


· Percentage increase in equipment inventory


· Other


Impact Metrics


· Largest outage cause


· Number of outages


· Hours to repair outages


· System Average Interruption Duration Index (SAIDI)


· Customer Average Interruption Duration Index (CAIDI)


· System Average Interruption Frequency Index (SAIFI)


· Number of individual customers with more than 5 interruptions


· Number of individual customer outages that extend beyond 24 hours


· Number of critical services with outages that extend beyond 24 hours


· Hours of unmet Load


· Outage Recovery Cost ($)


· Hours line loading exceeded normal rating


· Average hours to restore 50% of customers


· Average hours to restore 90% of customers


· Average hours to restore 100% of customers


· Number of residential customers benefitted by project


· Number of commercial customers benefitted by project


· Number of industrial customers benefitted by project


· Number of customers that provide community services/emergency centers benefitted by project


· Number of customers that provide communication services benefitted by project


· Number of customers that provide energy supply benefitted by project


· Number of customers that provide transportation services benefitted by project


· Number of customers that provide water services benefitted by project


· Number of customers that provide food services benefitted by project


Additional Impact metrics of interest, consistent with the GEO’s program objectives, include: 


· Number and duration of outages to critical facilities providing essential community services during disruptive or emergency events


· Description of how the project incorporates customer and community participation and feedback mechanisms, including customer and community benefits, and community involvement in identifying critical facilities


· Avoided air pollutants (CO2 equivalents, NOx, SO2 and/or PM2.5) in the community or communities


· Size (MWh) and/or number of clean energy resources the project supports


· Reduction in energy burden of residential customers in the community 


· Number of customers that have access to real time or hourly energy usage data, electricity prices, and outage information in an online portal that is easily accessible and in a format that is readily exportable to authorized third parties, as applicable


· Number of customers using real-time, Time of Use (TOU), demand management, and other dynamic pricing and load management mechanisms either through a utility or third-party service provider, as applicable 


· Zip code(s) where funds are deployed





Workforce and Quality Jobs


· Number of new clean energy jobs in the state in years following the resilience project


· Number of Maine businesses and contractors engaged in resilience project activities


· Number of Maine high school and secondary career and technical education (CTEs) engaged in 


· resilience project activities


· Number of new and sustained workforce training programs offered by Maine universities, community 


· colleges, labor unions, industry associations, adult education providers, and other training providers, as a result of the resilience project


· Location (zip codes) of businesses and subcontractors receiving funds from the project





Outage Type


· Total


· Vegetation


· Animal


· Vehicle


· Tornado


· Thunderstorm


· Hurricane


· Derecho


· Flooding


· Wildfire


· Earthquake


· Ice/Snow Storm


· Operator Error


· Equipment Failure


· Extreme Heat


· Extreme Cold


· Other Storm
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Grid Resilience Grant Program Annual Reporting Template


Dropdowns



				Select State or Territory.				Select State or Territory.								Select Federal FY.								Select one.								Select one.				Select status.								Select this Reporting Period's Federal Fiscal Year Here.								Select Reporting Period's Quarter Here.								Select category.								Select category.



				Indian Tribe												FY22								Yes								High				Achieved								FY 2022								October 1 - December 31 (Q1)								Distribution Provider								Adaptive Protection Technologies



				Alabama				AL								FY23								No								Medium				Ahead of Schedule								FY 2023								January 1 - March 31 (Q2)								Electric Grid Operator								Advanced Modeling Technologies



				Alaska				AK								FY24																Low				Delayed								FY 2024								April 1 - June 30 (Q3)								Electricity Generator								Battery-Storage Components: Use of DERs for Enhancing System Adaptive capacity During Disruptive Events



				Arizona				AZ								FY25																				On Schedule								FY 2025								July 1 - September 30 (Q4)								Electricity Storage Operator								Battery-Storage Components: Use or Construction of DERs for Enhancing System Adaptive capacity During Disruptive Events



				Arkansas				AR								FY26																												FY 2026																Fuel Supplier								Fire-resistant Technologies and Fire Prevention Systems



				American Samoa				AS								FY27																																												Indian Tribe								Hardening of Power Lines, Facilities, Substations, of Other Systems



				California				CA								FY28																																												Other								Microgrids: Construction of DERs for Enhancing System Adaptive capacity During Disruptive Events



				Colorado				CO								FY29																																												State								Microgrids: Use of DERs for Enhancing System Adaptive Capacity During Disruptive Events



				Connecticut				CT																																																				Transmission Owner/Operator								Monitoring and Control Technologies



				Delaware				DE																																																												Reconductoring of Power Lines with Low-Sag, Advanced Conductors



				District of Columbia				DC																																																												Relocation of Power Lines



				Florida				FL																																																												Replacement of Old Overhead Conductors & Underground Cables



				Georgia				GA																																																												Undergrounding of Electrical Equipment



				Guam				GU																																																												Utility Pole Management



				Hawaii				HI																																																												Vegetation and Fuel-Load Management



				Idaho				ID																																																												Weatherization Technologies and Equipment



				Illinois				IL



				Indiana				IN



				Iowa				IA



				Kansas				KS



				Kentucky				KY



				Louisiana				LA



				Maine				ME



				Maryland				MD



				Massachusetts				MA



				Michigan				MI



				Minnesota				MN



				Mississippi				MS



				Missouri				MO



				Montana				MT



				Nebraska				NE



				Nevada				NV



				New Hampshire				NH



				New Jersey				NJ



				New Mexico				NM



				New York				NY



				North Carolina				NC



				North Dakota				ND



				Northern Mariana Islands				CM



				Ohio				OH



				Oklahoma				OK



				Oregon				OR



				Pennsylvania				PA



				Puerto Rico				PR



				Rhode Island				RI



				South Carolina				SC



				South Dakota				SD



				Tennessee				TN



				Texas				TX



				Trust Territories				TT



				Utah				UT



				Vermont				VT



				Virginia				VA



				Virgin Islands				VI



				Washington				WA



				West Virginia				WV



				Wisconsin				WI



				Wyoming				WY











Project 1



				ANNUAL PROGRAM METRICS AND IMPACT REPORT



				Project ID Number (Please make sure the project number aligns with the project numbers listed in the quarterly progress report)								Project 1																																				FY2024



				Project Organization or Subawardee																																												FY2025



				Project Title																																												FY2026



				Project Performance Period Start Date (mm/dd/yyyy) 



				Project Performance Period End Date (mm/dd/yyyy) 



				Project Status								Select Project Milestone Here











				BASELINE IMPACT METRICS (performance measures)



				Impact Metric (select from list)												Outage Type
(select from list)				Does outage data include Major Event Days (MED)?



Bohman, Angelena: MED as defined by IEEE 1366-2001 2.5 Beta Methodology which can be found here: https://cmte.ieee.org/pes-drwg/wp-content/uploads/sites/61/2004-07-NARUC.pdf. 

If Subaward recipient does not use this definition, report alternate definition in "Metric Type" field				Coverage
(select from list)				Metric Type
(char lim: 300)				Outage Type
(char lim: 100)				Coverage Type 
(char lim: 100)				Baseline (Before Project Implementation)
Please ONLY enter values for the 5 years preceeding this Fiscal Year Report



Bohman, Angelena: For example if this annual report is for FY2023, please provide baseline data for 2018-2022




																																								2017 Value				2018 Value				2019 Value				2020 value				2021 Value				2022 Value				2023 Value				2024 Value				2025 Value







































				CURRENT FISCAL YEAR IMPACT METRICS (performance measures)



				Impact Metric (select from list)												Outage Type
(select from list)				Does outage data include Major Event Days (MED)?



Bohman, Angelena: MED as defined by IEEE 1366-2001 2.5 Beta Methodology which can be found here: https://cmte.ieee.org/pes-drwg/wp-content/uploads/sites/61/2004-07-NARUC.pdf. 

If Subaward recipient does not use this definition, report alternate definition in "Metric Type" field				Coverage
(select from list)				Metric Type 
(char lim: 300)				Outage Type
(char lim: 100)				Coverage Type 
(char lim: 100)				Progress (During Project Implementation)



																																								Value				Start Date of Data Collection
 (mm/dd/yyyy)				End Date of Data Collection 
(mm/dd/yyyy)















































				JOB CREATION AND TRAINING 



				Metrics												Select from List				Number				Explanation







				Training



				Was training offered as part of the project? (specify in "Explanation" field)



				Type of training provided 



				Does your program target underserved or underrepresented population(s) for training?



				If yes, what target population do you serve? 																																				other (please describe)



				Did the Subaward Entity partner with a community-based organization?



				Did the Subaward Entity partner with a labor union?



				Number of individuals receiving training (including registered apprenticeships) as part of the project.



				Average number of hours of training per individual (including on-the-job training/work performed by registered apprentices).



				Number of individuals receiving raise or promotion as a result of training.



				Number of individuals that are placed in new paid positions (including registered apprenticeships) as a result of training.



				Labor



				Number of employees a part of this project (specify in "Explanation" field as needed)



				Is there a project labor agreement (PLA) for the construction project? 



				Is there a collective bargaining agreement (CBA) for the project's non-construction work? 



				Has the Subaward Entity pledged neutrality with respect to union organizing?



				Is the Subaward Entity contributing to or otherwise supporting registered apprenticeship programs (e.g., financial support, hiring participants, providing training materials and facilities, etc.)? (specify in "Explanation" field)



				Is the Subaward Entity contributing or otherwise supporting non-registered apprenticeship joint-labor management or other training program? (specify in "Explanation" field)



				Is the Subaward Entity offering support services to workers or training participants (e.g., child care, transportation) (specify in "Explanation" field)?



				Does the project have a formal anti-discrimination or anti-harassment program or plan? 



				Does the Subaward Entity have a formal Diversity, Equity, Access, and Inclusion (DEIA) Plan? 



				Does the project have a workplace health and safety plan that was designed and is implemented in partnership with employees? (specify in "Explanation" field as needed)



				In support of second chance opportunities, does the Subaward Entity refrain from asking about job applicants' criminal records, arrest history, or any other history with the justice system? 



				Does the Subaward Entity have specific goals for the hiring of local workers? 



				Does the project have specific objective for hiring of underrepresented or disadvantaged groups? 















				WORKFORCE DEMOGRAPHICS



				Gender				Number of employees working on project				Number of trainees in project specific programs 				Race				Number of employees working on project				Number of trainees in project specific programs 				Ethnicity				Number of employees working on project				Number of trainees in project specific programs 



				Male												American Indian or Alaska Native												Hispanic or Latino



				Female												Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander												Not Hispanic or Latino



				Non-Binary												Asian												No Designation



				Other												Black or African American												Veteran Status				Number of employees working on project				Number of trainees in project specific programs 



				No Designation 												White												Veteran



				Disability Status				Number of employees working on project				Number of trainees in project specific programs 				Other												Not a Veteran



				Has Disability												No Designation												Other Protected Veterans



				Does Not Have Disability												From Disadvantaged Communities (DACs)				Number of employees working on project				Number of trainees in project specific programs 				No Designation



				Disability Status Unknown



				No Designation















				COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT ACTIVITIES



				Metrics								Select from List







				Does this project operate under a negotiatied Community Benefits Agreement?



Bohman, Angelena: For ideas on how to create a community benefits agreement see: https://www.energy.gov/diversity/community-benefit-agreement-cba-toolkit




				Is a Community Based Organization part of the project leadership?



				Did this project get approval of tribal governments with authority over impacted areas?



				Does this project operate under Memorandums of Understanding with Community-Based Organizations?



				Did this project get letters of support or any other indication that they are engaging in consent-based planning?



				Did this project engage Citizen Advisory Committees?



				Did a representative of the Community Based Organization or Community Advisory Committee review and approve this report? 











				COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT EVENTS



				Event Details																Community Engagement												Number of Attendees by Community of Interest 																												Event Outcomes



				Event # (Unique Identifier)				Community Engagement Event Name (Virtual or In-Person)				5-Digit Zip Code				Zip Code +4



Bohman, Angelena: +4 zipcode look up here: https://tools.usps.com/go/ZipLookupAction_input
																								



Bohman, Angelena: For example if this annual report is for FY2023, please provide baseline data for 2018-2022
				



Bohman, Angelena: For ideas on how to create a community benefits agreement see: https://www.energy.gov/diversity/community-benefit-agreement-cba-toolkit
																



Bohman, Angelena: MED as defined by IEEE 1366-2001 2.5 Beta Methodology which can be found here: https://cmte.ieee.org/pes-drwg/wp-content/uploads/sites/61/2004-07-NARUC.pdf. 

If Subaward recipient does not use this definition, report alternate definition in "Metric Type" field				



Bohman, Angelena: MED as defined by IEEE 1366-2001 2.5 Beta Methodology which can be found here: https://cmte.ieee.org/pes-drwg/wp-content/uploads/sites/61/2004-07-NARUC.pdf. 

If Subaward recipient does not use this definition, report alternate definition in "Metric Type" field				Type of Engagement
(select from list)				Degree of Engagement 
(select from list)				Did This Event Include An Open Planning Forum with Participant Polling?				Tribal Community				Disadvantaged Community				Fossil Energy Community				Rural Community				Other				If Other, Please Specify				Total Attendees				Outcomes or Barriers												Event Links



















































Table of Metrics



				Readiness				Impact Categories 				Possible Impact Metrics 																												Outage Type								Includes MED?								Coverage



				Registered apprenticeship				Outages				Largest outage cause																												N/A								No, adjusted Only								Full service territory



				Other earn-as-you-learn on-the-job training								Number of outages																												All Causes								Yes, MED Only								Feeder coverage area



				Upskilling for already employed individuals								Hours to repair outages																												Vegetation								Yes, all outages								Substation coverage area



				Experiential training as part of a degree program								System Average Interruption Duration Index (SAIDI)																												Animal 								N/A								Specific facility/facilities



				Other (please describe in "Explanation" Field)								Customer Average Interruption Duration Index (CAIDI) 																												Vehicle																Other (insert necessary info in "Coverage Type" field)



												System Average Interruption Frequency Index (SAIFI)																												Tornado



												Customer Average Interruption Frequency Index (CAIFI)																												Thunderstorm



				Women								Number of individual customers with more than 5 interruptions																												Hurricane



				Returning citizens (formerly incarcerated/justice system-involved)								Number of individual customer outages that extend beyond 24 hours																												Derecho



				Veterans								Number of critical services with outages that extend beyond 24 hours																												Flooding



				Residents of disadvantaged communities								Hours of unmet load																												Wildfire



				Transitional youth (18-24 year-olds)								Average hours to restore 50% of customers 																												Earthquake



				Displaced or at-risk energy  (coal, oil, gas, or automotive) workers								Average hours to restore 90% of customers 																												Ice/Snow Storm



				Other (please describe in "Explanation" Field)								Average hours to restore 100% of customers 																												Operator Error



								Damages				Outage recovery cost ($)																												Equipment Failure



				Select Project Milestone Here								Hours line loading exceeded normal rating																												Extreme Heat



				Planning Complete								Number of poles damaged (specify pole type in "Type" field")																												Extreme Cold



				Design Complete								Feet of conductor replaced (specify conductor type in "Type" field)																												Other Storm



				Regulatory Approval Obtained (including NEPA & Required Permits)								Number of electrical components damaged (specify in "Type" field)																												Other (insert necessary info in "Outage Type" field)



				Equipment/Materials Purchased				Customers Benefitted				Number of residential customers benefitted by project



				Construction / Installation Started								Number of commercial customers benefitted by project



				Construction / Installation 50% Complete 								Number of industrial customers benefitted by project



				Construction / Installation 100% Complete								Number of customers that provide community services/emergency centers benefitted by project (specify service in "Type" field)



				Project Complete/Closed-Out								Number of customers that provide communication services benefitted by project (specify service in "Type" field)



												Number of customers that provide energy supply benefitted by project (specify service in "Type" field)



												Number of customers that provide transportation services benefitted by project (specify service in "Type" field)



												Number of customers that provide water services benefitted by project (specify service in "Type" field)



												Number of customers that provide food services benefitted by project (specify service in "Type" field)



												Other (insert necessary info in "Metric Type" field)























































































































Definitions



								Community Definitions



								Disadvantaged Community:				For the purposes of this guidance “disadvantaged communities” are defined at the census tracts level. Until OMB provides final guidance, programs should use DOE’s Justice40 working definition of disadvantaged community. As part of this definition DOE will recognize disadvantaged communities as defined and identified by the White House Council on Environmental Quality’s Climate and Economic Justice Screening Tool (CEJST): https://toolkit.climate.gov/tool/climate-and-economic-justice-screening-tool.  DOE uses 36 burden indicators (e.g., job access, air toxics cancer risk) grouped by four categories – socio-economic vulnerabilities, environmental and climate hazards, fossil dependence, and energy burden - to determine which census tracts are considered disadvantaged.  To be considered a disadvantaged community under the DOE definition, a census tract must rank in or above the 80th percentile of cumulative sum of the 36 burden indicators for its state and have at least 30% of households classified as low income. Additionally, federally recognized tribal lands and U.S. territories, minority serving institutions and small disadvantaged businesses are considered part of a disadvantaged community, even if they are not located in disadvantaged census tracts. 



								Fossil Energy Community:				For the purposes of this guidance, “fossil energy communities” are cities, towns, and regions that have significant economic ties to fossil energy production through the extraction, processing, transport, or storage of coal, oil, and/or gas, or power generation from these fuels, specifically those included in 1) the “Covered Census Tract” definition in Section 40209 of H.R. 3684, which is based on census tracts that have had coal mines that have closed or coal-fired power plants that have retired after a certain date; and 2) the Bureau of Labor Statistics Areas listed by the Interagency Working Group on Coal & Power Plant Communities & Economic Revitalization. ,  This definition should be updated to reflect any new definition established by the Interagency Working Group on Coal & Power Plant Communities & Economic Revitalization. 



								Rural Community: 				 Federal agencies do not have a standard definition for rural therefore for the purposes of this guidance a “rural community” will be defined according to the definition of ‘rural and remote areas’ in BIL Sec. 40103 – “a city, town, or unincorporated area that has a population of not more than 10,000 inhabitants.”



								Tribal Community: 				For the purposes of this guidance “tribal communities” should be inclusive of organizations that identify as Indian/Native American Tribal Designated Organization, including Tribal Colleges and Universities; and Indian Nations and American Indian and Alaska Native Tribal Governments as defined by DOE Order 144.1  - “Indian Nation. Any American Indian or Alaska Native Tribe, Band, Nation, Pueblo or other organized group or community, including any Alaska Native village [as defined or established pursuant to the Alaska Native Claims Settlement act (43 U.S.C. 1601 et seq.)], which is acknowledged by the Federal government to constitute a tribe with a government-to-government relationship with the United States and eligible for the programs, services, and other relationships established by the United States for indigenous peoples because of their status as American Indian and Alaska Native tribes, Bands, Nations, Pueblos or communities.”													
“American Indian and Alaska Native Tribal Government. The recognized government of an Indian nation and any affiliated or component band government of such nation that has been determined eligible for specific services by Congress or officially recognized pursuant to 25 CFR Part 83, in the most recent Bureau of Indian Affairs Federal Register Notice, “Indian Entities Recognized and Eligible to Receive Services from the United States Bureau of Indian Affairs.” See Federal Register / Vol. 72, No. 55 / Thursday, March 22, 2007.”													
Those who self-identify as American Indian or Alaskan Native, but are non-tribal residents, should still be considered part of their self-identified community. 													



								Workforce demographics



								Disability status				Disabilities include but are not limited to: Alcohol or other substance use disorder (not currently using drugs illegally) • Autoimmune disorder, for example, lupus, fibromyalgia, rheumatoid arthritis, HIV/AIDS • Blind or low vision • Cancer (past or present) • Cardiovascular or heart disease • Celiac disease • Cerebral palsy • Deaf or serious difficulty hearing • Diabetes • Disfigurement, for example, disfigurement caused by burns, wounds, accidents, or congenital disorders • Epilepsy or other seizure disorder • Gastrointestinal disorders, for example, Crohn's Disease, irritable bowel syndrome • Intellectual or developmental disability • Mental health conditions, for example, depression, bipolar disorder, anxiety disorder, schizophrenia, PTSD • Missing limbs or partially missing limbs • Mobility impairment, benefiting from the use of a wheelchair, scooter, walker, leg brace(s) and/or other supports • Nervous system condition, for example, migraine headaches, Parkinson’s disease, multiple sclerosis (MS) • Neurodivergence, for example, attention-deficit/hyperactivity disorder (ADHD), autism spectrum disorder, dyslexia, dyspraxia, other learning disabilities • Partial or complete paralysis (any cause) • Pulmonary or respiratory conditions, for example, tuberculosis, asthma, emphysema • Short stature (dwarfism) • Traumatic brain injury











								Type of Engagement



								Consent Based Siting				The event sought or worked toward community consented siting of project



								Research & Design				The event engaged in co-design with the community on the project or related research 



								Reporting				The event shared back data or progress with the community 



								Project Decision Making				The event involved shared decision making on the project 



								Community Input				The event gathered input from the community participants











								Degree of Engagement



								Inform				Provide the community with relevant information



								Consult				Gather input from the community



								Involve				Ensure community needs and assets are integrated into process & inform planning



								Collaborate				Ensure community capacity to play a leadership role in implementation of decisions



								Defer to				Foster democratic participation and equity through community-driven decision making; Bridge divide between community and governance











								Technical Assistance Definitions



								Technical Analysis				Tools, resources, self-assessment toolkits



												Testing, validation



												Modeling, analysis (proactive & reactive)



												Tracking performance-data collection, benchmarks, including damage assessments from disasters



								Financial Analysis				How to access to financial resources. Including grants, loans, loan loss reserves



												Economic or market analysis 



												Financial incentives, networks, demand pull



								Training				Specific energy topics, including financial, technical, community engagement



												Training for State, Local, Tribal, and Territorial government or cross-functional groups



												DOE grant management 101: Recipient roles & responsibilities



								Program Assistance				Best practices, lessons learned



												Project or program design input, including DOE applications and social science for program design



								Policy & Planning Assistance				Direct support to strategic planning processes, inc. utility/state/cross-function



												Funding to support participation in official state/utility processes



												Funding to support an autonomous, self-directed process the State, Local, Tribal, and Territorial governments are undertaking



												Expert support to review draft policies re: best practices, successful examples, offer guidance/tips



								Capacity Building				Add or strengthen human capital to focus on energy issues, including fellows



												Strategy development for long-term engagement & coordination, including cohort support



												Help identify & address challenges, needs, priorities re: specific energy topics, including how to prepare for proposal writing, program evaluation



								Stakeholder Engagement & Coordination				Engagement from DOE services/staff to respond to incoming stakeholder requests & route to other types of TA as appropriate



												Engagement to help State, Local, Tribal, and Territorial governments identify, prioritize & engage with DOE programs



												Convene & connect disparate stakeholders & efforts for greater impact

















