NURSERIES

Anurseryisanyoperationengaged
intheoutdoorproductionofcutflow-
ers,fernsorotherplantsthatwill
beusedintheirentiretyinan-
otherlocation. Such plants
include, butarenotlimited
to,floweringandfoliage plants
ortrees;treeseedlings;live Christ-
mastrees; vegetable, fruit, and orna-
mentaltransplants;andturfgrassproduced
forsod.

Special Application RestrictionsinNurseries

Employers must make surethat, during certain
nursery applications, workersandotherpersonsdonot
entertreated areasonthenursery. In some circum-
stances, that prohibition extendsbeyond the treated
area.

Duringanyapplicationdescribedin COLUMNA
ofthe chartbelow, donot allow or direct any person,
otherthananappropriately trainedand equipped han-
dler, tobein the areas on the nursery specified in
COLUMN B. Donotallow workers tore-enter the
treated area untilthe REThasexpired.

Special Application Restrictions in Nurseries

COLUMN A COLUMN B

Whileapesticideisbeingapplied:

Workersandotherpersons
areprohibitedin:

1. (a) Applied:
m aerially,or
m inanupwarddirection,or
m usingaspraypressuregreaterthan 150
pounds persquareinch

(b) Appliedasa:
B fumigant, m fog, or
m smoke, M aerosol.

B mist,

2. (a) Applied downward using:
m aheightofgreaterthan 12inchesfromthe
plantingmedium;or
m afinespray;or
B aspraypressuregreaterthan40poundsper
squareinchandlessthan 150 pound per
squareinch.

(b) Under conditionsotherthan described above
butforwhich the pesticidelabelingrequiresthe
applicatortoweararespirator.

3. Inanyother manner.

Pesticide-treated area plus 100feetin all directions
onthenursery

Pesticide-treated area plus25feetin all directionson
thenursery.

Pesticide-treatedarea.
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Forthesebrochures and moreinformation about
the Worker Protection Standard, contact:

Maine Board of Pesticides Control
28State House Station
Augusta, Maine 04333
Telephone: (207)287-2731

EMail: pesticides@maine.gov
O:\BPC\PM5DATA\WPS-Nursery-Greenhouse.P65
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GREENHOUSES

TheU.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)
hasissued final rules governing the protection of em-
ployeesonfarms, andinforests, nurseries, and green-
housesfrom occupational exposuretoagricultural pes-
ticides. Thenew Worker Protection Standard (WPS)
covers:

B agricultural workers-- performingtasks
related tothecultivation and harvestingofplants,
including pruning, suckerremoval, watering,and
re-potting,and

B pesticidehandlers--assignedtomix,loador
applyagricultural pesticides; enter greenhousesto
operateventilationequipmentafterapplications;
handleequipmentwithresidues;adjustorremove
soil fumigantcoverings, etc.

Ifyouareanemployerof agricultural workersor
pesticide handlers, the WPSrequires you to provide
your employeesinformation about and protections
against pesticide exposure. These measuresinclude
decontaminationsupplies, safety training, and personal
protectiveequipment and are described in WPS Bro-
chure#I:Dutiesof Employers.

Although most ofthe requirements ofthe WPS
affectallagricultural establishmentsequally, thereare
several special requirements fornurseries and green-
houses. Thisbrochure only summarizes those addi-
tional dutiesand special applicationrestrictions.



GREENHOUSES

A greenhouse is any operation
which producesplantsinside any
structureorspacethatisenclosed
with a nonporous covering
andthatislargeenoughto
permit workerentry. This
termincludes, butisnotlimited
to, traditional greenhouses,
polyhouses, enclosed hoophouses,and
similarstructures.

MonitoringHandlers

Employers mustensure someone maintainscon-
stant visual or voice contact with any handler whois
applyingorotherwisehandlingthefumigantinagreen-
house. Thisincludes handlers who enter the green-
houseduringfumigationtooperateventilationsystems,
adjusttarpsorothercoveringsusedin thefumigationor
checkairconcentrationlevels.

Intheeventofapesticide emergency, the monitor
mustbeprepared toenterthe greenhouse. Therefore,
theperson monitoringthefumiganthandlermust:

B betrainedasapesticidehandler,and

B have immediate access to the personal
protective equipment (PPE) that the fumigant
labelingrequiresforapplicatorssothe monitorcan
entersafely.

Special Application Restrictions

Employers must ensure that workers and other
personsdonotenterspecificareas withina greenhouse
during--and, in someinstances, after -- certain pesti-
cide applications. Thisis describedinthecharttothe
upperright.

Duringanyapplicationdescribedin COLUMNA,
donotallow or direct any person, otherthan anappro-
priatelytrained and equipped handler, tobeintheareas
specifiedin COLUMNB.

Ventilation Criteriafor Greenhouses
After some types of pesticide applications, em-
ployers must adequately ventilate the areasin COL-

Special Application Restrictions in Greenhouses

COLUMN A COLUMN B COLUMN C COLUMN D
Aftertheexpirationoftimein COLUMN
Workersandotherpersonsareprohib- Cuntilthe REI expires,theentry-
Whenapesticideisapplied: itedin: Until: restrictedareais:
1. Asafumigant. Entiregreenhouse plusanyadjacent Theventilationcriteriabelow are met. Noentryrestrictionsafterventilation
structurethatcannotbesealed offfrom criteriaaremet.
thetreatedarea. Theventilationcriteriabelow are met.
2. Asa Entireenclosed area. Entireenclosed area.
W smoke,or
B mist,or
m fog, or o L.
N — Theventilation criteriabelow are met.
3. Undercircumstances (otherthanin 1 Entireenclosed area. Pesticide-treatedarea.

or 2) forwhich the pesticidelabeling
requirestheapplicatortoweararespira-
tor.

4. Otherthanin1,2or 3, but:

m fromaheightofgreaterthan 12
inchesfrom the plantingmedium, or area.
asafinespray,or

B usingaspraypressuregreaterthan

B 40poundpersquareinch.

5. Inanyothermanner.

Pesticide-treated area plus 25-feetinall
directions withintheentireenclosed

Pesticide-treatedarea.

Applicationiscomplete.

Applicationiscomplete.

Pesticide-treatedarea.

Pesticide-treatedarea.

UMN B before allowing workers to enter. If COL-
UMN Cofthechartaboveindicatesthat ventilation
restrictions apply, make sure one of the following
criteriaismet:

B theconcentrationofthepesticideintheairis
measuredtobelessthanorequaltoanyinhalation
exposurelevel required onthelabeling.

B ifnoinhalationexposurelevelislistedonthe
labeling, keep workersoutuntil after:

B 10 airexchanges, or

B 2hoursofventilation using fansorother
mechanical ventilating systems, or

B 4hoursofventilationusing vents, windows
orotherpassiveventilation, or

B 11 hourswithnoventilation followed by

1hourof mechanical ventilation, or

B 11 hourswithnoventilation followed by
2hoursofpassive ventilation, or

B 24 hourswithnoventilation.

Restricted-EntryIntervals(REls)
Therestricted-entryintervalisthetimeimmediatley
afterapesticideapplication whenentryintothetreated
areaislimited. Afterapplicableventilationcriteriaare
metand untilthe REl expires donotallow workersinto
thearea describedin COLUMN D. Workers may,
however, enterareasjustoutsidethetreated areathat

wereoff-limits during the application.

NotificationtoWorkers

Ingreenhouses, all treated areas must be posted
with WPS warning signs. Ifthe pesticide labeling
requiresboth typesofnotification, thenemployers must
alsonotify workersorally.

Theplacementof posted warning signsdependson
signandletteringsize. When standard-sizesignsof 14"
x16"areused, posted signs mustbe seenfrom all points
whereworkersusuallyenterthetreated area, including
doorways, aislesandotherwalkingroutesinandthrough
thegreenhouse. When smaller signs are used, specific
posting distances mustbefollowed. Refertothechart
ontheback of thisbrochure forinformation aboutsign
placementandletteringsize.



