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MEMORANDUM 

 
Date:  June, 1 2015 
To:  Board Members 
From:  Gary Fish 
Subject: Survey of Land Trusts Regarding Invasive Plant Management 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
At the April 24 meeting you decided to table the discussion on a policy regarding application of 
pesticides to private lands open to use by the public until we got some feedback from land trusts.  
Curtis and I contacted the Maine Land Trust Network (MLTN) and they have done a survey of their 
members to see how a rule change would impact their invasive plant programs or if they had a program 
at all. 
 
Fifty-one of eighty land trust organizations responded to the survey that was administered by MLTN.  
Highlights of the results are as follows (summary of all questions also included): 
 

1. Does your organization do invasive plant management with herbicides?  47% yes, 53% No 
2. If yes, how often?  <1/time yr 48%, 1/time yr 19%, 2 – 3/times yr 30%, >4/times yr 4% 
3. Do you hire a licensed applicator? 26% yes, 26% No, 48% N/A 
4. Impact of rule change (close entire parcel)? 39% Stop altogether, 23% Stop on some parcels, 

18% No change and 20% Not sure. 
 
Based on the survey results and your past deliberations, please discuss the below options provide input 
to the staff about the appropriate policy going forward.  
 
Board Policy 
 
Upon further consideration, on June 5, 2015, the Board determined that adoption of the following 
policy best serves the public interest: 
 
Option 1:  The Board determined that because pesticide applications to recreational areas, trails and 
parks pose a risk to sensitive populations, the exemption from consideration as an area open to the 
public is inappropriate. Therefore pesticide applications under those conditions will require supervision 
by a licensed commercial applicator unless the entire property is unoccupied for the entire seven days 
following the application of pesticides. 
 
Option 2: The Board determined that because pesticide applications to recreational areas, trails and 
parks pose minimal risks, the exemption from consideration as an area open to the public is appropriate 
when the public is excluded from treated areas for seven days. Therefore pesticide applications under 
those circumstances will not require supervision by a licensed commercial applicator. 
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