
 

 

Proposed Administrative Consent Agreement 

Background Summary 

 
Subject:  Justin Choiniere 

Northeast Agricultural Sales, Inc.  

PO Box 190 

Detroit, Maine 04929-0190 
 

Date of Incident(s): The 2012 growing season. 

 

Background Narrative: The Board received information that Northeast Agricultural Sales, Inc. was 

operating a non-compliant major pesticide storage facility in Connor Township that is located in Aroostook 

County. An investigation confirmed this allegation. Board staff documented that this company used a section of 

a building at 1189 Madawaska Road to operate a non-compliant major pesticide storage facility and distribute 

pesticides from this facility to end users.  

 

Summary of Violation(s):   

 CMR 01-026 Chapter 24, Section4(K)I(b) requires a design certification. 

 CMR 01-026 Chapter 24, Section3(C)III(a) requires that doors to a major pesticide storage facility have 

a fire rating of one hour. 

 CMR 01-026 Chapter 24, Section3(C)III(b) requires a major pesticide storage facility to have at least 

one standard door on which panic hardware is installed. The standard door must latch shut when closed 

and open outward from where products are stored when a person depresses the horizontal bar on the 

panic hardware. 

 CMR 01-026 Chapter 24, Section 4(D)III requires that floor drains in a major pesticide storage facility 

must be sealed or be connected to a waste storage tank of sufficient size to hold 25% of the liquid 

volume stored. 

 CMR 01-026 Chapter 24, Section 4(E)II requires a major pesticide storage facility to have a battery 

powered emergency lighting system that automatically activates during power outages and illuminates 

all exits. 

 CMR 01-026 Chapter 24, Section 4(I)I requires that all major pesticide storage facilities be equipped 

with an automatic heat and smoke detector alarm system connected to a supervised central station. The 

system must have both audible and visible devices and have a backup power system so it will operate 

during power outages. 

 CMR 01-026 Chapter 24, Section 4(J) requires that all major pesticide storage facilities have emergency 

showers available. These emergency showers must be located either in the facility or in an adjacent 

building on the premises within 200 feet of the major pesticide storage facility. There must also be a 

plan for collecting any water used in emergency showers 

 CMR 01-026 Chapter 24, Section 6(B) requires that each entrance to a pesticide storage facility be 

prominently posted with the words, "Danger - Pesticide Storage - Keep Out.". 

 CMR 01-026 Chapter 24, Section 6(C) requires that all entrances to a pesticide storage facility be posted 

with signs indicating smoking is not allowed. 

 CMR 01-026 Chapter 24, Section 6(E)I requires that all pesticide storage facilities be equipped with at 

least one eye wash station capable of flushing eyes for a minimum of fifteen minutes. 

 CMR 01-026 Chapter 24, Section 6(E)III requires that all pesticide storage facilities be equipped with 

spill response and clean-up equipment, including, but not limited to absorbents, empty containers, 

brooms and shovels and personal protective equipment for employees. 

 CMR 01-026 Chapter 24, Section 3(B)III(a) prohibits the siting of a new major pesticide storage area 

closer than 250 feet of a residential building. 



  

 M.R.S. 22 § 1471-D(3)(B), states that no pesticide dealer shall distribute limited or restricted use 

pesticides to any person who is not licensed or certified by the Board. 

 

Rationale for Settlement: The company realized a competitive advantage over other pesticide dealers by 

their non-compliance. Additionally, the staff took into account the violation history of this company, which 

included violations of many of these same regulations. 

 

Attachments: Proposed Consent Agreement  
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