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Dear Club Representative/Landowner, 
Once again this year we will provide insurance for the State funded snowmobile trails as the attached 
memo from David Fitts indicates. The basic insurance coverage we provide for snowmobile trails is 
$400,000 per occurrence.   
We feel the existing State law (M.R.S.A. Title 14 159A attached) fully protects all the landowners and 
authorized trail maintainers in the State of Maine against potential liability. There have been no accident 
cases involving authorized snowmobile trails that we are aware of in Maine where a club or landowner has 
been held liable for the accident since this program started in 1970. The "Limited Liability for Recreational 
or Harvesting Activities" statute is very clear, including the potential reimbursement for attorney’s fees in 
Section 6. 
In our opinion, the primary purpose for our trail insurance is to protect landowners and the local trail 
administrators against the potential costs associated with litigation if a case is brought to court. If a claim 
develops, each claim for loss or damage shall be adjusted separately.  Until such time as additional 
coverage is determined necessary, we will not increase the current protection. It is fairly common for clubs 
to purchase their own liability insurance today. A few of those policies do in fact cover landowners too. If a 
club does have that coverage, your policy is then the primary carrier and ours is secondary backup. 
We feel strongly that private and public landowners in Maine are now and will continue to be fully 
protected through this program for allowing snowmobile trails to be maintained on their property. It is very 
important that the maintained trails are drawn accurately on a quality map filed with the State as part of the 
authorized Grant-In-Aid trails through the Snowmobile Program annually. Written landowner permission 
in most cases is not required to participate, but is encouraged. At the very least, we do require that you 
secure verbal permission from all landowners for trails maintained through this program and those 
participating in the municipal grant program must provide this list with the grant application. 
If you have any questions, please don't hesitate to contact us at 287-4957 or David Fitts (see attached). 
 
Sincerely, 

Joe Higgins 

 

Joe Higgins 
Off-Road Recreational Vehicle Office 
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