
Pitts - Tenney Quarry (Pitts Gar net Mine)
Town:  Minot, Androscoggin County
Base map:  Minot 7.5’ quad ran gle
Con tour in ter val:  10 feet

Type of de posit:  Calc-sil i cate min er als in meta mor phic rock.

Col lect ing sta tus:  Open for col lect ing.  Per mis sion gen er -
ally not re quired, but only hand tools are al lowed here.  Con tact:
Ar thur Gary (207-892-8648) or Howard Gary (207-998-2577).

Min er als ob served:  actinolite, cal cite, clinochlore,
clinozoisite, di op side, grossular (gar net), meionite (scapolite
group), mo lyb de nite, quartz, ti tan ite, vesuvianite.  At small pros -
pect pit in peg ma tite, lo cated to right of ac cess road 100 feet be -
fore reach ing gar net quarry:  beryl, colum bite, feld spar,
mus co vite, quartz, schorl (tourmaline).

Com ments:  The Pitts - Tenney Quarry is fa mous for its or -
ange grossular gar net crys tals (Shaub, 1957).  Crys tals 3-4
inches in di am e ter were once found in clus ters up to 3 feet across. 
Most spec i mens are only par tial crys tals, which pro trude from
seams in the host rock.  A small per cent age of com plete crys tals
have also been found.  These were darker-col ored and sur -
rounded by quartz.  Heavy ham mers are re quired to break the
very hard rock at this locality.

Di rec tions:  Driv ing:  From jct. of Rtes. 11-121 with Rte. 119
(west of Minot vil lage), drive north on Rte. 119 for 1.10 miles to
woods road on left.  Park at en trance to this road.

Walk ing:  Fol low woods road up hill (keep left at fork) for about
600 feet to pros pect pits. 


