
Catherine Moun tain Mo lyb de nite Pros pect (Catherine Hill)
Town:  T10 SD, Han cock County
Base map:  Tunk Lake 7.5’ quad ran gle
Con tour in ter val:  20 feet

Type of de posit:  Gran ite with nar row peg ma tite veins and
min er al ized joints con tain ing mo lyb de nite.

Col lect ing sta tus:  Site is lo cated in a sparsely in hab ited
wood land ter rain and is be lieved to be open for rec re ational min -
eral col lect ing un less oth er wise posted.

Min er als ob served:  al bite, beryl, bi o tite, bis muth,
clinochlore, epidote, fer ber ite, ferrimolybdite, fluorapatite, flu o -
rite, holmanite(?), hornblende, mag ne tite, microcline, mo lyb de -
nite, mus co vite, powellite(?), py rite, quartz, schee lite, stilbite.

Com ments:  The larg est mo lyb de nite plates oc cur in the peg -
ma tite veins, but mo lyb de nite is also found on joint sur faces and
as sparsely dis sem i nated flakes in gra nitic aplite and the gran ite
ad join ing peg ma tite veins.  The pegmatites are usu ally no more

than a few inches across, but their thicker por tions may be vug gy
and con tain crys tals of quartz, feld spar, and bi o tite.  Quartz crys -
tals up to 3 inches long have been re ported from here (Hess,
1908; Trefethen and Miller, 1947; Young, 1963).

Di rec tions:  Driv ing:  From jct. of Rtes. 182 and 200 in Frank -
lin, drive east on Rte. 182 for 9.60 miles, pass ing Fox Pond on
right, to high est part of road on east ern spur of Catherine Moun -
tain.  At this point there is an old house on left and field on right.
Park on right side of Rte. 182, ad ja cent to field.

Walk ing:  Fol low woods road west, up onto Catherine Moun tain, 
to where it ends in area of re cent log ging.  Fol low marked trail
up hill to pros pect holes in ledges.  Nu mer ous pros pects are scat -
tered along the moun tain crest, west ward from point shown on
map. 


