The Winter Crop:

What Farmers Should Know
About the Part of Their Land with
Trees On It

Andy Shultz, Landowner Outreach Forester
Maine Forest Service
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Maine Forest Service

» Maine Forest Service
10 District Foresters & Augusta staff

» Forest Rangers
» Forest Health specialists

» Landowner Assistance —
Publications, presentations, workshops, etc.

Woodlot visits with individual landowners
Questions by email/phone

Referrals to private Licensed Foresters For more information on the
many topics in this presentation,

take a “Working With Your

Wood/and” course with an
MFS District Forester .









DECISION TREE

QUESTIONS FOR FARMERS ABOUT THE WOODED
PARTS OF THEIR FARM

» GOT WOODS?

Are there any wooded areas on the
farm?

Are they in “wood lots”, hedge-rows,
other?

How many acres are wooded?



How do the wooded parts of the farm fit
with the overall farm plan?

»  Are trees growing on good ag land? Will
you convert these acres to ag? If so, how
soon?

» Island currently in ag that is not needed
or desired to continue in ag production?
Does reforesting any of these acres fit the
overall farm plan?

» Are some or all of the woods desirable for
forage or cover for livestock?



Does working in the woods fit into the
farm labor and equipment equation?

» woods work=planting, pruning, thinning
small sapling stands, harvesting
saleable/useable wood products, hauling
optimal loads to market, boundary line
maintenance, woods road and trail
construction & maintenance, etc.

» "Labor & equipment equation” considers
skills and training, equipment mix, and
available time for farmers, employee farm
crew or contractors.




Do wood products fit the farm’s overall
marketing plan ?

» Wood products = firewood, lumber, pulpwood,
biomass, veneer, maple syrup, wreath brush, etc.

» Own-use consumption?
» Outside sales ?

» How? CSA, on-the-stump, roadside, niche markets
mills/concentration yards, other?



What else is the woodlot for?

» Recreation, passive or consumptive
(hunting)

» Wildlife habitat (particular species?)
» Aesthetics and privacy

» Other



The power of planning

» Forestry assistance is readily available from
combination of MFS, NRCS, and private
forestry consultants. Depending on the
answers above, strongly consider

Including forest management planning
in the overall farm plan.



Long-term planning

» A Forest Management Plan

A written document

» Prepared by/with the assistance of a Licensed
Forester

For a particular property/ownership
To facilitate decisions about the forest
Over a given period of time (often 10 years)

» Forest conditions, goals, recommended
actions, and a forest map

The forest portion of a farm plan...?



What farmers and all woodland
owners, should know...

» Where are your woods?
[property boundaries]

» What's in the woods you have?
[inventory]

» Silviculture: growing the forest you want
[recommendations/prescriptions]

» Actions and choices
[when, what and how to harvest]
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05988 WARRANTY DezD

KATHLEEN STICHT of Belfast in the County of Waldo and State of Maine, for consideration peid, grants to
MORTEN J. MOESSWILDE AND JOANNE M. MOESSWILDE, husband and wife, both of Freedom in the County T T WS N BT , 3 . 5 T g7
of Waldo and State of Maine and whose mailing address is 38 High Street, Freedom, ME 04941, as foint renants, L7 xR Bl G S b i - s ol
WITH WARRANTY COVENANTS, the land, together with any improvements thereon, situsted in BELYAST in the 3 ;
County of Waldo and State of Meine and more particularly bounded and described in @ deed from Clinton K. oo - _ >
Kinney and Margaret H. Kinney to Michacl Joseph Sticht and Kathleen Sticht dated July 3, 1972 and recorded TR | T e L mie | e T G : 03 i / R
in the Waldo County Registry of Deeds in Book 699, Page 412, as follows, to wit:

“a certain lot or parcel of land with the buildings thereon located on the westerly side of Congress Street in
Belfast, County of Waldo and State of Maine, bounded and described as follows:
Beginning at a concrete post on the Westerly side of Congress Street at Northeast comer of land of Belfast :
'g ’S Water District; thence Westerly along the line of said Water District 643 % feet to a concrete post for a comer;
g G thence northerly along the line of said Water District 345 % feet to a post in stones marking the
3 3 boundary of road laid out; thence South 78" 19’ East along the boundary of said road laid out $11 % feet to
o T a comer of the R. Lincoln house lot; thence Southerly sbout parallel to Congress Street 82 % feet to a corner;
o2 thence South 78" 19 East along the Southerly boundary of the R. Lincoln house lot 165 feet to an iron pipe
'5 g in the Westerly boundary of Congress Street; thence South 13* 45' West along the line of Congress Street 247
= % feet to the place of beginning. Description taken from survey of James Duncan made August 25, 1956."
Michael Joseph Sticht died July 14, 1998, a resident of Belfast, Waldo County Maine. .
Also hereby releasing all rights, easements, privileges and appurtenances belonging to the premises hereinsbove
descnbed
WITNESSmxhsnd and seal this
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Land Use Summary:

House =1ac NotIn TG = 3 ac
Ag Field = 12 ac HW =11 ac

MW =7 ac SW=11ac
Water=4 ac

Prepared By: Forester Name, LPF
Not A Legal Survey

600 Feet




MES Information Sheet # 4
Boundary Line Information

INFORMATION SHEET
REVISED: SEPTEMBER 2005

Boundary Line Information

“good fences make good
as true today as w L rote it. W\T.h
e land and high
boundaries are
in
owners avoid boundary problems:

Establishing boundaries:

1. An ‘“established property line® means a line
demarcated by monuments, signs, markings, pins,
reference points or other markers that denotes a
change in ownership between abutting properties.
These established property line markers mnst have
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1. Boundaries
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companis Paint es only when the bark is warm
and dry. Paint witness trees at the point where the

ndary line inter: the tr
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line, the following rule is us:
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Practical advice for your land and trees from the Maine Forest Service
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Timber Harvesting and Boundaries:

Maine law is ect adjoining landowners
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What's there?

» Soils

» Species-trees, other vegetation, critters
» Stand types

» Timber volumes & values

» \Water resources

» Other values-recreational trails,view-shed,
wildlife habitat, etc.



“Site” refers to the

characteristics of a location

24« that help determine what
¥+ grows there.

Things like..
- soil depth, texture

- rockiness, slope, terrain
- drainage class
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Maine’s soils and moist climate ge77ér//y allow trees 0 regenerate
naturally. Trees are the natural vegetation over most of Maine.



Know your trees...

Most trees have unique characteristics that make them easier to identify.

A - .
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- ~ Sugar maple buds (léf'f) compared with
' ~ Red maple (right). Sugar maple buds
and twigs are brown, not red, and bud

scales are small, numerous and pointed.
s 0
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Silviculture-the art and science of
managing forests to meet landowner and
society’s goals

Cutting to influence the future

Growth rates (spacing)
Tree species

Quality

Regeneration

Structure



A-STRATUM
(emergents)

B-STRATUM
Xupper continuous
canopy)

C-STRATUM
}(there can also be
D-, E-strata, etc.)

FOREST FLOOR
F STRATUM
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Growing space - all trees need space (light, sail,
water, etc.) to grow.

“"Stocking” - the number/size of trees relative to the
available growing space (stem density, basal area)
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» Silviculture » Agriculture

= Semi-natural ecosystems = Highly controlled ecosystems
» Woody species » Non-woody species
» Natural regeneration » Artificial regeneration
» Polycultures » Monocultures
» Multiple functions » Single function
» Few soil inputs » High soil inputs
» Highly complex » Simplified
» Infrequent interventions » Frequent/annual
» Long life-spans interventions

» Short life-spans

= Use of native species _ _
= Longer economic = Intensive breeding of crops

timeframes = Shorter economic timeframes
= More than just trees

Tree plantations are somewhere between silviculture and agriculture



Harvesting timber

» What will be cut, and who decides
» Who harvests, hauls, markets

» Time, interest and skill level

» Training and safety

» Equipment choices

» Markets, or not

» Access, water, other considerations



Harvesting timber-continued

» Harvest plan

» Timber sale agreement/ contract
Inspection and oversight

» Follow-up, monitoring
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Markets




Sawlogs, Pulpwood, Firewood, Chips
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Other products: Maple Syrup, Christmas Trees, etc.

... knowing markets and planning ahead are essential!
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Access, water bodies, trail and landing lay-out
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Best management practices

i

M Dhmgmnt Practices for Forestry:
Protecting Maine’s Water Quality =2
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MAINE FOREST SERVICE

3
FOREST POLICY AND MANAGEMENT DIVISION



Working with Professionals

» Foresters

Woodland assessment, planning, and oversight
of forestry activities

Professional State License required in Maine
based on education, internship, state exam

» Loggers

Felling, yarding, bucking, marketing and
trucking of wood products

Training and/or 3" party certifications:
voluntary and optional



Where to get information and
assistance

» Maine Forest Service — publications, classes, etc.
one-on-one assistance from a District Forester
WoodsWISE/Stewardship program, Woodland Resource Action Plan
Referral to private sector professionals

» Small Woodland Owners Association of Maine-web site,
newsletter, chapter events and Field Day

» USDA Natural Resource Conservation Service
Conservation Activity Plan — Forest Management Plan
Financial and technical assistance for practices

» Private consulting foresters

» Maine Tree Farm Program (recognition/certification)
Field Day, site visits
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FreSOUrces

» Links to MFS woodland owners web page
http://www.maine.gov/dacf/mfs/woodland owner
s.html

» Find Your Local District Forester
http://www.maine.gov/dacf/mfs/policy managem
ent/district foresters.html

» Stewardship Forester referral list
http://www.maine.gov/dacf/mfs/policy 'managem
ent/wwi/stew foresters web.pdf

» Be Woods Wise

http://www.maine.gov/dacf/mfs/policy management
[woodswise/index.html



http://www.maine.gov/dacf/mfs/woodland_owners.html
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http://www.maine.gov/dacf/mfs/policy_management/wwi/stew_foresters_web.pdf
http://www.maine.gov/dacf/mfs/policy_management/wwi/stew_foresters_web.pdf
http://www.maine.gov/dacf/mfs/policy_management/woodswise/index.html
http://www.maine.gov/dacf/mfs/policy_management/woodswise/index.html

BFRN is a coalition of Maine agriculture agencies & organizations
working together to connect aspiring, beginning, and transitioning
farmers to resources for farm business success.

Check out our website
www.umaine.edu/beginning-farmer-resource-network/

Because finding what you need to start
farming shouldn’t be like finding a
shear pin in a haystack.



