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SOME BASIC CONCEPTS 



REGIONAL DIFFERENCES



Maine’s Coastal Regions



Arcuate Embayments



Indented Shoreline



Island-Bay Coast



Cliffed Coast



LANDSCAPE QUALITY
But isn’t my whole town scenic?



Disturbed



Common



Noteworthy



Distinctive



V I S U A L E L E M E N T S
How do you describe the landscape? 

CONTRASTS:
Color • Form • Line • Texture



Color



Color



Form



Form



Line



Line



Texture



Texture



Scale



Focal
Points



N E S T I N G

One Family…Many Individuals 



Landscape District: Penobscot Bay



Landscape Sub-districts



Cape Rosier: One of the Sub-districts



Weir Cove Scenic Area



Weir Cove Scenic Area



V I E W S H E D  





VIEWSHED

Mount Battie



VIEWSHED                           GOOGLE EARTH PRO

Mount Battie

Presenter
Presentation Notes
SLC has offered to remove the obsolete cement silos and 200’ tall stack as one of their offset measures.  This is a photosimulation of the landscape after the removal of the Atlas facilities.



D I S T A N C E    Z O N E S

Foreground • Midground • Backgroun



Foreground Midground Background



OVERVIEW OF METHODOLOGY
Four Step Process

A. Determine Scenic Indicators
B. Office Ratings
C. Field Evaluations
D. Classification



A. DETERMINE 
SCENIC 
INDICATORS

Topography
Open land
Features





B. OFFICE 
RATINGS

1. Landform
2. Open Land
3. Configuration
4. Features
5. Quality of Water



C. FIELD 
EVALUATION

6. Landscape 
Character

7. Vegetation
8. Composition &

Effect



D. 
CLASSIFICATION



SCENIC INDICATOR RATINGS
1. Landform 9 Pts.
2. Open Land 6 Pts.
3. Shoreline Configuration 6 Pts.
4. Scenic Features 9 Pts.
5. Water Views 30 Pts.

6. Landscape Character 22 Pts.
7. Vegetation 9 Pts.
8. Composition & Effect 9 Pts.
TOTAL 100 Pts.



OFFICE EVALUATION
The Quantitative Part

1. Landform
2. Open Land
3. Shoreline Configuration
4. Scenic Features
5. Water Views



1. LANDFORM
• Elevation
• Slope



1. LANDFORM: Elevation



1. LANDFORM: Elevation 

GIS USGS



1. LANDFORM: 50-75’ Elevation 1 Point



1. LANDFORM: 100+’ Elevation 6 Points



GIS USGS

1. LANDFORM: Slope 



1. LANDFORM: Slope 



1. LANDFORM: 25-40% Slopes 2 Points



1. LANDFORM: 40+% Slopes 3 Points

100’

80
’



1. LANDFORM: Slope 

25-40% Slopes

40+% Slopes



2. OPEN LAND



2. OPEN LAND



2. OPEN LAND: Air Photo



2. OPEN LAND: GoogleEarth



1. LANDFORM: Open Land 

GoogleEarth  1997 USGS



1. LANDFORM: Open Land 

GoogleEarth USGSGoogleEarth  2014



2. OPEN LAND:  1-5 ac. filtered view 3 Points



2. OPEN LAND:  1-5 ac. open view 5 Points



2. OPEN LAND:  >5 ac. open view 6 Points



3. SHORELINE CONFIGURATION



3. SHORELINE CONFIGURATION

<1/4 to opp. shore

1/4 - 1/2 mile to
opposite shore



3. SHORELINE CONFIGURATION

SCENIC INVENTORY TEMPLATE
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3. SHORELINE CONFIGURATION



3. CONFIGURATION: shore w/in 1/2 mi.   3 Pts. 



3. CONFIGURATION: shore w/in 1/4 mi.   6 Pts. 



4. SCENIC FEATURES



4. SCENIC FEATURES: Natural



4. SCENIC FEATURES: Cultural



4. SCENIC FEATURES



4. SCENIC FEATURES



4. SCENIC FEATURE:  >3 miles 1 Pt.



4. SCENIC FEATURE:  in midground 3 Pts.



4. SCENIC FEATURES:  >1, in midground  6 Pts.



4. SCENIC FEATURES:  >1, in foreground  9 Pts.



5. VIEWS TO WATER
• Duration
• Type of Water
• Quality of Horizon 



5. VIEWS TO WATER
Duration of view



Bounty Cove
MAIN ROAD



Google Earth



Street View

Panoramic Photo



Street View

Panoramic Photo



5. VIEWS TO WATER
Duration of view:  <0.2 mile 3 Pts.



5. VIEWS TO WATER
Duration of view:  0.2 – 0.5 miles 6 Pts.



5. VIEWS TO WATER
Duration of view:   >0.5 miles 9 Pts.



5. VIEWS TO WATER
Water type: Sm. waterbody (<1/4 mi.) 6 Pts.



5. VIEWS TO WATER
Water type: Lg. waterbody (>1/4 mi.) 9 Pts.



5. VIEWS TO WATER
Water type: Lg./sm. combination 12 Pts.



5. VIEWS TO WATER
Horizon: Open/closed. Little vert. Int. 3 Pts.



5. VIEWS TO WATER
Horizon: Open/closed w/ some int.    6 Pts.



5. VIEWS TO WATER
Horizon: Open/closed w/ high int.    9 Pts.



OFFICE EVALUATION
SCORING







South Freeport  1986



South Freeport  1986



South Freeport  FOCUS AREA



South Freeport  ELEVATION



South Freeport  LIDAR DATA



South Freeport  STEEP SLOPES



South Freeport  STEEP SLOPES



South Freeport  OPEN LAND



South Freeport  SHORELINE CONFIGURATION



South Freeport  VIEWS TO WATER



South Freeport  SCENIC FEATURES



South Freeport  CONSERVATION LANDS



South Freeport  SCENIC INDICATORS / CONSERVATION LANDS



South Freeport  POTENTIAL SCENIC AREA



South Freeport  POTENTIAL SCENIC AREA



OFFICE EVALUATION
SCORING



FIELD EVALUATION
The Qualitative Part



• Chart your route
• Consider sun angles
• Check the tides
• Be Prepared!
• Enjoy!

PREPARATION



PARTICIPANTS
• Two minimum
• Three ideal: tie-breaker
• Driver / Photographer / Recorder



• Stay on public property!
• Get to know the area
• Look beyond the roads
• Take your time

OBSERVATIONS



• Verify office data
• Determine boundaries
• Try to reach consensus
• Record observations

CONCLUSIONS



• Cameras
• Tripods
• Settings / image size
• Location / GPS 
• Focal length

PHOTOGRAPHY



Normal View



Panorama…



Context



Public viewpoints..people



Visual detractors



Tell a story



Ephemeral features



Normal



Wide-Angle



6. LANDSCAPE CHARACTER
•  Land Use
•  Roadside Characteristics
•  Settlement Features



6A. LANDSCAPE CHARACTER
Positive Land Use 0 - 7 Points



6A. LANDSCAPE CHARACTER
Positive Land Use



6A. LANDSCAPE CHARACTER
Negative Land Use



6A. LANDSCAPE CHARACTER
Negative Land Use



6A. LANDSCAPE CHARACTER
Negative Land Use



6B. LANDSCAPE CHARACTER
Positive Roadside Characteristics 0 - 6 Pts.



6B. LANDSCAPE CHARACTER
Positive Roadside Characteristics



6B. LANDSCAPE CHARACTER
Negative Roadside Characteristics



6B. LANDSCAPE CHARACTER
Negative Roadside Characteristics



6C. LANDSCAPE CHARACTER
Positive Settlement Features 0 - 9 Points



6C. LANDSCAPE CHARACTER
Positive Settlement Features



6C. LANDSCAPE CHARACTER
Negative Settlement Features



7.  VEGETATION



7. VEGETATION
Positive Effects 0 - 9 Points



7. VEGETATION
Positive Effects



7. VEGETATION
Negative Effects



7. VEGETATION
Negative Effects



8.  COMPOSITION AND EFFECT



8. COMPOSITION & EFFECT
Diversity 0 - 9 Points



8. COMPOSITION & EFFECT
Mystery/Surprise



8. COMPOSITION & EFFECT
Naturalness



8. COMPOSITION & EFFECT
Iconic Imagery



8. COMPOSITION & EFFECT
Historic Integrity



8. COMPOSITION & EFFECT
Pastoral Qualities



8. COMPOSITION & EFFECT
Cohesiveness



8. COMPOSITION & EFFECT
Permanence



FIELD EVALUATION
SCORING



COMPOSITE
SCORING



DESCRIPTION



MANAGEMENT RECOMMENDATIONS



STATEWIDE/
NATIONAL
70’s-80’s

REGIONAL
50’s-60’s

LOCAL
30’s-40’s



T H E   E N D ! !


	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Color
	Color
	Form
	Form
	Line
	Line
	Texture
	Texture
	Scale�
	Focal�Points
	Slide Number 25
	Slide Number 26
	Slide Number 27
	Slide Number 28
	Slide Number 29
	Slide Number 30
	Slide Number 31
	Slide Number 32
	Slide Number 33
	Slide Number 34
	Slide Number 35
	Slide Number 36
	Slide Number 37
	Slide Number 38
	Slide Number 39
	Slide Number 40
	Slide Number 41
	Slide Number 42
	Slide Number 43
	Slide Number 44
	Slide Number 45
	Slide Number 46
	Slide Number 47
	Slide Number 48
	Slide Number 49
	Slide Number 50
	Slide Number 51
	Slide Number 52
	Slide Number 53
	Slide Number 54
	Slide Number 55
	Slide Number 56
	Slide Number 57
	Slide Number 58
	Slide Number 59
	Slide Number 60
	Slide Number 61
	Slide Number 62
	Slide Number 63
	Slide Number 64
	Slide Number 65
	Slide Number 66
	Slide Number 67
	Slide Number 68
	Slide Number 69
	Slide Number 70
	Slide Number 71
	Slide Number 72
	Slide Number 73
	Slide Number 74
	Slide Number 75
	Slide Number 76
	Slide Number 77
	Slide Number 78
	Slide Number 79
	Slide Number 80
	Slide Number 81
	Slide Number 82
	Slide Number 83
	Slide Number 84
	Slide Number 85
	Slide Number 86
	Slide Number 87
	Slide Number 88
	Slide Number 89
	Slide Number 90
	Slide Number 91
	Slide Number 92
	Slide Number 93
	Slide Number 94
	Slide Number 95
	Slide Number 96
	Slide Number 97
	Slide Number 98
	Slide Number 99
	Slide Number 100
	Slide Number 101
	Slide Number 102
	Slide Number 103
	Slide Number 104
	Slide Number 105
	Slide Number 106
	Slide Number 107
	Slide Number 108
	Slide Number 109
	Slide Number 110
	Slide Number 111
	Slide Number 112
	Slide Number 113
	Slide Number 114
	Slide Number 115
	Slide Number 116
	Slide Number 117
	Slide Number 118
	Slide Number 119
	Slide Number 120
	Slide Number 121
	Slide Number 122
	Slide Number 123
	Slide Number 124
	Slide Number 125
	Slide Number 126
	Slide Number 127
	Slide Number 128
	Slide Number 129
	Slide Number 130
	Slide Number 131
	Slide Number 132
	Slide Number 133
	Slide Number 134
	Slide Number 135
	Slide Number 136
	Slide Number 137
	Slide Number 138
	Slide Number 139
	Slide Number 140
	Slide Number 141
	Slide Number 142
	Slide Number 143
	Slide Number 144
	Slide Number 145
	Slide Number 146
	Slide Number 147
	Slide Number 148
	Slide Number 149
	Slide Number 150
	Slide Number 151
	Slide Number 152
	Slide Number 153
	Slide Number 154
	Slide Number 155
	Slide Number 156
	Slide Number 157
	Slide Number 158
	Slide Number 159
	Slide Number 160

