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Memorandum

December 22, 2006

TO:
Commission Members

FROM:
Catherine M. Carroll, Director, Land Use Regulation Commission.

SUBJECT:
Concept Plan for Plum Creek’s Lands in the Moosehead Lake Region

Request to authorize the scheduling of a public hearing and establish certain prehearing deadlines.

On November 21, 2006, the Commission’s staff accepted for processing Plum Creek’s proposed Concept Plan for Plum Creek’s Lands in the Moosehead Lake Region.  “Acceptable for processing” means that the Commission’s staff has sufficient information to understand the proposal and to begin its formal application review. LURC staff anticipates that it may request further information from Plum Creek during the pre-hearing process in order to clarify certain points within their proposal or to respond to information requests from review agencies.
Staff is now requesting that the Commission authorize the scheduling of a public hearing on this proposal as well as setting some intermediate deadlines to facilitate preparations for the hearing. 

Public Hearing
The staff is proposing to schedule two, day-long “public” comment sessions – one in Greenville on Saturday May 19, 2007, and one in the Bangor or Augusta area on Saturday, June 2, 2007.  We are proposing that the “technical” part of the hearing begin on Monday, May 21, 2007, in the Bangor area.  We propose that the technical part of the hearing continue in the Bangor area over the weeks of May 21st and May 29th and, if necessary the week of June 4th.  A more precise schedule for those three weeks will be developed over the coming months – to a large extent the schedule will depend on the number of intervenors and the nature of their concerns as expressed at the pre-hearing conference.

The above tentative hearing dates will depend on the timely response by Plum Creek to any outstanding or additional information requests from staff or review agencies.  We will report to the Commission in February and March on progress made in this regard and will recommend changes in this schedule if necessary to allow adequate time for staff, review agencies, intervenors and/or the public to review any additional information provided by the applicant.

Attached is a letter from NRCM and Audubon requesting that the start of the hearing be delayed until August.  We remain convinced that a May start date is realistic assuming timely responses from Plum Creek to any outstanding or additional information requests.
Pre-hearing Process

Assuming the Commission is agreeable to the above tentative hearing schedule, staff further recommends the following pre-hearing schedule:
JANUARY
Wednesday, January 17, 2007:  Notice of public hearing published with deadline for filing of intervenor petitions and tentative hearing dates.

FEBRUARY
Wednesday, February 7, 2007:  Deadline for LURC staff to submit to Plum Creek requests for additional information.
Wednesday, February 14, 2007:  Deadline for LURC staff to receive all intervenor petitions.
MARCH
Tuesday, March 6, 2007:  Deadline for all responses from Plum Creek for additional information.
Wednesday, March 7, 2007:  Commission meeting and decision on intervenor status.

Friday, March 9, 2007:  Mail agenda for pre-hearing conference to intervenors and review agencies.

Friday, March 16, 2007:  Pre-hearing conference.
APRIL
Wednesday, April 4, 2007:  Commission meeting and final decision on hearing schedule.
Tuesday, April 17, 2007:  Pre-filed testimony due.
MAY

Wednesday, May 2, 2007:  Notice of public hearing with final dates and locations unless May 19 start date has been changed by Commission.

Saturday, May 19, 2007:  First “public” session. 
Monday, May 21, 2007:  First day of “technical” session.

Again, the above tentative dates will depend on timely responses by Plum Creek to any outstanding or additional information requests from staff or review agencies.  
Staff Recommendation:

Staff recommends that the Commission authorize the scheduling of a public hearing on the Proposed Concept Plan for Plum Creek’s Land in the Moosehead Lake Region as outlined above.
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