
STATE OF MAINE 
DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, CONSERVATION & FORESTRY 

LAND USE PLANNING COMMISSION 
22 STATE HOUSE STATION 

AUGUSTA, MAINE 04333-0022 
 

 

18 ELKINS LANE, HARLOW BUILDING 
PHONE: 207-287-2631 www.maine.gov/acf     FAX: 207-287-7439 

WALTER E. WHITCOMB 
COMMISSIONER 

 
NICHOLAS D. LIVESAY 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

PAUL R. LEPAGE 
GOVERNOR 

MEMORANDUM 
 

 DATE: September 2, 2014 
 
      TO: Commission Members 
 
FROM:   Billie J. MacLean, Permitting & Compliance 
 
      RE: Administrative Settlement Agreement for Enforcement Case 2010-27,  
  Peter P. and Judy M. St. John, Winterville Plt., Aroostook County 
 
 
Attached is a staff recommendation for an Administrative Settlement Agreement for EC 2010-27 with Peter P. 
and Judy M. St. John for violations associated with their property on Saint Froid Lake in Winterville Plt., 
Aroostook County, Maine. 
 
The subject property was originally developed with a pre-Commission dwelling with addition, and deck set 
back 36 feet from the normal high water mark of Saint Froid Lake, 115 feet from the access road, and 20 feet 
from the nearest property boundary line.  The property was also developed with a shed.  The combined footprint 
for all of the previously existing structures located less than 100 feet from the lake was 671 square feet.   
 
In January 2009, Building Permit BP 14082 authorizing removal of the pre-Commission dwelling with 
attachments and removal of the existing shed, and authorizing construction of an L-shaped, 20 foot by 43 foot 
and 18 foot by 21 foot dwelling with an 8 foot by 20 foot lake-side porch, a 12 foot by 21 foot breezeway, and a 
21 foot by 26 foot attached garage.  The authorized dwelling with porch was approved to be setback 50 feet 
from the normal high water mark of Saint Froid Lake, at least 50 feet from the access road and 20 feet from the 
nearest side property boundary line, and was approved to be no greater in height than 25 feet.  The breezeway 
and attached garage was approved to be set back at least 100 feet from the lake, 20 feet from the access road 
and 20 feet from the nearest property boundary line. The combined footprint of all structures within 100 feet of 
the lake was to be approximately 1,331 square feet with 480 square feet located between 50 and 75 feet from 
the shoreline of Saint Froid Lake.  In February 2009, a Minor Change Request was issued changing the 
dimensions of the proposed breezeway from 12 feet by 21 feet to 12 feet by 20 feet. 
 
During a site inspection on April 16, 2010, Commission staff observed that an approximately 5,300 square foot 
area of the subject property, beginning at 41 feet from the normal high water mark of Saint Froid Lake, had 
been filled or graded during construction activities conducted by or on behalf of the Respondents in 2009.  The 
entire filled or graded area was left unstabilized and susceptible to erosion during the fall and winter months, 
but have since been stablized. The grade of the subject property from the camp road to the lake, including the 
filled or graded area, varies from 5% to 17%.  The average grade is approximately 11%.  Approximately 2,500 
square feet of the filled or graded area is less than 100 feet from the normal high water mark of the waterbody, 
which includes the area vacated by the original dwelling.  Also, during the April 16, 2010, inspection, 
Commission staff observed that the finished height of the dwelling, measured on the downhill side, is 27.5 feet 
instead of 25 feet as authorized by BP 14082. 
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In order to resolve the violations, the St. Johns have agreed to pay a $3,400 monetary penalty and  plant a 
vegetative buffer for screening from Saint Froid Lake along the shoreline consisting of at least 10 hardwood 
trees and softwood trees of which no more than 25% may be hardwood trees.  The trees must be planted in an 
irregular pattern for a distance of 35 feet along the shoreline including the area directly in front of the dwelling.   
The trees must be: evenly distributed within the planted area, of species native to the area, at least 3 feet tall 
when planted, and spaced approximately 8 feet apart on center.  The St. Johns have agreed to ensure the 
survival of the planted trees by frequent monitoring and prompt replacement of damaged, diseased, and dead or 
dying trees with the same or similar species and size.  
 
Staff believes that this agreement is in keeping with your Compliance and Enforcement Response Policy and 
request that you ratify the agreement. 
 
Enclosures: Proposed Settlement Agreement EC 10-27   
         Location Map  
 
xc: EC 10-27 Case File  














