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Memorandum 
To: LUPC Commissioners 

From: Samantha Horn Olsen, Planning Manager 

Date: August 7, 2015 

Re: Community-Guided Planning and Zoning, Structure for Washington County 

The first step in getting the Washington County Community-Guided Planning and Zoning project underway was to 
create a process document that would guide the planning work.  Washington County Council of Governments and 
the LUPC staff and its facilitator worked with a local stakeholder group to develop the process document.  The 
product of that group’s work has been approved by the Washington County Commissioners.  The document now 
needs to be approved by the LUPC to allow the planning work to move forward.  The Commission has received a 
request from the Washington County Commissioners to do so.   

 

Components of the proposed process document: 
The document sets out elements for the regional land use planning process. These include the committee structure, 
anticipated products and schedule, the decision making process, public input protocol, tribal involvement, 
descriptions of the roles of the entities involved in the planning process, and the method for amending the planning 
process. These components are described in detail in the process document. 
 

Recommendation: 
The process document was developed in collaboration with multiple interests, as well as staff from WCCOG, the 
LUPC, and consultants from Planning Decisions who facilitated the process. The key considerations and principles 
set out by the Commission were considered, evaluated and incorporated by the steering committee and the staff, 
resulting in a document that provides a solid guide for the regional planning process. The process document: 

• Takes into account the need for broad participation by all with an interest in the region, 

• Provides for a locally desired and driven process,  

• Provides a process to achieve property owner equity, and a balance of regional uniqueness with jurisdiction-
wide consistency and predictability for property owners, and  

• Provides for consistency with the LUPC’s statutory purpose and scope and rezoning criteria.  
Staff recommends the LUPC endorse and adopt the Washington County Community-Guided Planning 
and Zoning Process Document. 
 
Attachments: 
Cover letter from the Washington County Commissioners 
Washington County Community-Guided Planning and Zoning Process Document
























