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Appendix D

Major Land Types

The major land categories are established in the Act and are listed here with additional
logical sub-categories. Those specifically identified by the Act are noted with an asterisk (*).
Those subcategories not listed in the companion legislation are those logical components of
the major categories.

Land Types

Recreational Lands

Lands offering hunting and fishing opportunities *
Lands having trail corridors or hiking trails

Lands offering opportunities for nature study

Lands having cross-country skiing opportunities
Lands having snowmobile trails

Lands offering traditional camping or picnicking areas

Water Access Lands

Coastal beach access for swimming or sunbathing

Inland beach access for swimming or sunbathing

Fishing access on streams and lakes

Fishing access on oceanfront (including clamming and worming)
Coastal boat launching sites

Inland boat launching sites

Canoe access sites (rivers, lakes, ocean)

Recreational sites (camping or picnic sites) on streams, lakes
Recreational sites (camping or picnic sites) on the coast

Lands Supporting Vital Ecological or Conservation Functions and Values

Wildlife habitat *

Wetlands *

Lands of importance to fish and wildlife because of their limited occurrence or
biological diversity/productivity (e.g., coastal islands, salt marshes, inland wetlands,
riparian areas)

Lands providing public water supply protection when that purpose is consistent and
does not conflict with the natural resource conservation and recreation purposes of
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this chapter.* (new 2007)10

Lands of special importance to specific species in Maine (e.g. deer wintering areas,
blue heron rookeries, fish spawning areas)

Lands essential to maintaining wildlife migration corridors, or shore and seabird
nesting habitats

Lands representative of ecosystem types of Maine and essential to the preservation of
the range of natural biological diversity

Rare, Threatened, or Endangered Natural Communities, Plants, or Wildlife Habitat *

Habitats which are naturally rare due to range limitations

Habitats of special importance to the restoration of endangered and threatened
species (e.g. bald eagle nesting territories, least tern nesting beaches)

Fragile mountain areas * (e.g. alpine tundra vegetation)

Peatlands (certain types)

Old-Growth Forests (representatives of common & rare types)

Rare wetland types (e.g. fens, cedar swamps, patterned bogs)

Areas of Scenic* Interest and Prime Physical Features*

Undeveloped shorelines* (coastal, rivers, & lakes)
Significant, undeveloped archeological sites*!!
Mountain viewsheds

Visual access to water (rivers, lakes, ocean)

Areas along state highway system

Headlands

Waterfalls

Gorges

Whitewater rapids

Mountain ridges

Beach-dune systems
Eskers
Cobble beaches

Farmland and Open Space*

Prime farmlands

Unique farmlands

Multiple-use forestland

Lands near population clusters available for passive or low-intensity active recreation
River corridor greenways

10 Among other conservation values, the Board may consider whether the proposed project provides public water
supply protection when that purpose is consistent and does not conflict with the natural resource conservation and
recreation purposes of this chapter. This means that the protected land must be available for public recreational use
1 In 2007, the Legislature authorized the Board to consider protection of “significant, undeveloped archeological
sites”. Applicants claiming value under this category must have a written endorsement from the Maine Historic
Preservation Commission that describes the significance of the archeological resources on the site.
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