
Juvenile Justice Decision Points 
 

 Arrest occurs when a law enforcement officer has a contact with a juvenile who is suspected of 
committing a delinquent act.  

 

 Referral occurs when a juvenile moves forward in the juvenile justice system. They may be 
referred to court, juvenile court, or a specialized court. 

  

 Diversion occurs when a referred juvenile is formally diverted by a Juvenile Community 
Corrections Officer (JCCO) from the juvenile justice system to other services. Juveniles who are 
successfully diverted do not continue on through the juvenile justice system. However, diverted 
juveniles may be placed back into the justice system should diversion be determined ineffective.  

 

 Detention occurs when a juvenile is held in a secure facility without being sentenced. This could 
occur prior to court processing, or could be a result of a probation violation.  

 

 Petition occurs when charges are filed requesting a hearing in court, or a juvenile is transferred 
to adult court. 

  

 Adjudication occurs when a juvenile goes before a judge and is found guilty of committing an 
offense. 

 

 Probation occurs when a juvenile is sentenced by a judge to formal supervision.  
 

 Commitment occurs when a juveniles is sentenced to commitment in a secure facility by a 
judge. All types of confinement are included.  

 

 Bind over occurs when a juvenile is transferred to adult court. This is very rare in the state of 
Maine. 

 



Arrests 
 

 2010 2011 2012 
 
 Race/Ethnicity 
White 6,103 5,037 5,072 
Black/African American 314 354 366 
Hispanic 0 0 0 
Asian 37 45 28 
Native Hawaiian or Pacific Islander 0 0 0 
Native American 38 19 23 
Two or More Races 0 0 0 
Unknown 0 0 0 
Total 6,492 5,455 5,489 
 
 Age 
under 10 32 28 28 
10-12 275 285 204 
13-14 1,220 977 1,062 
15 1,168 1,037 1,011 
16 1,638 1,342 1,405 
17 2,159 1,786 1,779 
Total 6,492 5,455 5,489 
 
 Gender 
Male 4,546 3,848 3,837 
Female 1,946 1,607 1,652 
Total 6,492 5,455 5,489 
 



Referrals 
 

 2010 2011 2012 
 
 Race/Ethnicity 
White 5,325 4,677 4,623 
Black/African American 293 330 293 
Hispanic 9 6 2 
Asian 36 36 26 
Native Hawaiian or Pacific Islander 3 7 10 
Native American 79 45 44 
Unknown 136 90 118 
Total 5,881 5,191 5,116 

 
 Age 
10 21 16 23 
11 71 65 37 
12 172 162 132 
13 383 332 343 
14 704 617 633 
15 1,056 925 949 
16 1,478 1,304 1,293 
17 1,996 1,770 1,706 
Total 5,881 5,191 5,116 

 
 Gender 
Male 4,071 3,727 3,527 
Female 1,810 1,464 1,589 
Total 5,881 5,191 5,116 
 



Diversions 
 

 2010 2011 2012 
 

 Race/Ethnicity 
White 1,765 1,707 1,658 
Black/African American 56 60 61 
Hispanic 27 21 23 
Asian 7 9 15 
Native Hawaiian or Pacific Islander 0 2 2 
Native American 17 9 7 
Two or More Races 13 8 15 
Unknown 33 20 29 
Total 1,918 1,836 1,810 

 
 Age 
10 12 12 16 
11 34 37 32 
12 65 83 71 
13 135 143 128 
14 223 223 219 
15 367 312 307 
16 452 448 461 
17 630 578 576 
Total 1,918 1,836 1,810 

 
 Gender 
Male 1,154 1,168 1,137 
Female 764 668 673 
Total 1,918 1,836 1,810 
 



Detentions 
 

 2010 2011 2012 
 

   
 Race/Ethnicity 
White 857 648 621 
Black/African American 76 98 97 
Hispanic 33 26 9 
Asian 16 14 2 
Native Hawaiian or Pacific Islander 15 1 0 
Native American 15 10 15 
Two or More Races 2 6 20 
Total 1,014 803 764 

    
 Age 
10 0 0 1 
11 7 6 1 
12 28 17 20 
13 92 71 62 
14 174 129 157 
15 235 208 153 
16 247 190 184 
17 222 156 166 
Data missing 9 26 20 
Total 1,014 803 764 

    
 Gender 
Male 784 619 588 
Female 230 184 176 
Total 1,014 803 764 
 



Petitions 
 

 2010 2011 2012 
    
 Race/Ethnicity 
White 2,862 2,567 2,547 
Black/African American 205 230 208 
Hispanic 6 7 2 
Asian 24 22 10 
Native Hawaiian or Pacific Islander 3 5 7 
Native American 50 30 30 
Unknown 65 48 54 
Total 3,215 2,909 2,858 

    
 Age 
10 2 3 3 
11 19 24 6 
12 86 77 43 
13 210 168 185 
14 378 355 354 
15 555 550 560 
16 859 709 725 
17 1,106 1,023 982 
Total 3,215 2,909 2,858 

    
 Gender 
Male 2,404 2,246 2,129 
Female 811 663 729 
Total 3,215 2,909 2,858 
 



Adjudications 
 

 2010 2011 2012 
 
 Race/Ethnicity 
White 1,669 1,463 1,292 
Black/African American 106 94 95 
Hispanic 5 3 3 
Asian 13 16 4 
Native Hawaiian or Pacific Islander 0 3 1 
Native American 30 21 16 
Unknown 40 43 21 
Total 1,863 1,643 1,432 

 
 Age 
10 0 0 1 
11 5 8 1 
12 31 36 20 
13 100 86 81 
14 197 224 164 
15 317 288 278 
16 536 431 381 
17 677 570 506 
Total 1,863 1,643 1,432 

 
 Gender 
Male 1,426 1,260 1,093 
Female 437 383 339 
Total 1,863 1,643 1,432 
 



Probations 
 

 2010 2011 2012 
    
 Race/Ethnicity 
White 730 636 536 
Black/African American 39 35 41 
Hispanic 3 3 1 
Asian 8 5 2 
Native Hawaiian or Pacific Islander 0 1 0 
Native American 8 10 6 
Two or More Races 8 14 3 
Unknown 6 4 2 
Total 802 708 591 

    
 Age 
10 0 0 1 
11 5 5 0 
12 21 28 14 
13 70 63 53 
14 124 150 86 
15 185 145 145 
16 213 169 171 
17 184 148 121 
Total 802 708 591 

    
 Gender 
Male 635 568 454 
Female 167 140 137 
Total 802 708 591 
 



Commitments 
 

 2010 2011 2012 
    
 Race/Ethnicity 
White 383 325 294 
Black/African American 24 44 36 
Hispanic 1 2 1 
Asian 2 3 0 
Native Hawaiian or Pacific Islander 0 1 1 
Native American 11 7 14 
Two or More Races 7 11 7 
Unknown 2 2 0 
Total 430 395 353 

    
 Age 
10 0 0 1 
11 2 1 1 
12 3 3 5 
13 15 15 12 
14 40 53 53 
15 75 86 60 
16 132 99 93 
17 163 138 128 
Total 430 395 353 

    
 Gender 
Male 363 327 292 
Female 67 68 61 
Total 430 395 353 
 


