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	Maine Juvenile Justice Advisory Group

MINUTES

December 13, 2006

The JJAG held the November/December meeting on December 13, 2006 at The Fallen Heroes Room of the Department of Public Safety, Paul Vestal, Jr., Chair, presiding.

I. Roll Call:

Present:  Mark Boger, Richard Brown, Jim Foss, Denise Giles, Dana Hamilton, Alan Hammond, Charles LaVerdiere, Margaret Longsworth, Joan McDonald, Cathy McLoy, Jim Minkowsky, Breanne Petrini, Shelley Reed, Hugh Sipowitz, Barry Stoodley, Christine Thibeault, Paul Vestal

Absent:   Leslie Anne Chatfield, Ned Chester, Barry DeLong, Carla Fearon, Linda Frazier, Jamie Johnson, Carole Martin, James Morse, Phillipe McLoy
Staff:       Kathryn McGloin, Norma Loud

 II.  Minutes:
Paul Vestal opened the meeting at 9:15 by asking if there were changes or additions to the minutes of October 25, 2006.  There were no changes to the minutes so Paul called for a motion to approve.
Motion: To approve the minutes of the 10/25/06.

Moved:  Shelley Reed/Christine Thibeault 2nd 

Action:  Approved
III  Chair Report:
Paul Vestal began the meeting by asking everyone to introduce themselves as we had several new members attending this meeting.

Paul stated that this may be an abbreviated meeting as our guest presenter Michael Cantara, Commissioner of the Department of Public Safety was unable to attend because of the death of a dear friend.  Commissioner Cantara has asked to be rescheduled for a meeting at a later date.
Paul also talked about changes being made at the Governor’s office.  He said he was working with Alan Stern but is now working with Patrick Ende who is a great advocate for kids.

Paul asked Christine Thibeault about the Sex Offender bill coming into the Legislature.  Christine stated that she did not know about that particular bill but that there was a ‘slug’ of bills coming in to change laws dealing with juveniles and sex offenders.  There was some talk involving Christine, Barry, Margaret Longsworth and Richard Brown on this subject.  Margaret spoke about people being in a safe house


type situation and being put in harm’s way if something were to happen like the shootings of the people on the sex offender’s list last spring.  Also, Margaret asked if we could make sex offender treatment possible for juveniles.  Barry said the recidivism rate is very low and that the MacArthur Foundation and Sue Righthand have quite a bit of research on the topic.  The juvenile psychocopathy last about six (6) months whereas with adults it is usually permanent.  Richard Brown mentioned a two-tiered treatment strategy.  
It seems the Adam Walsh law is impacting legislation across the country. Juvenile Services is trying to mitigate the impact.

Paul asked Shelley Reed to talk a little about what was going on with the Task Force to Engage Maine’s Youth.  Shelley spoke about it a little saying that there would be another meeting in January, the bill had been drafted and that she would speak more about it during the Department Reports part of the Agenda. She will bring a draft of the bill to the JJAG for review.
Paul talked a little about the Electronic voting the JJAG members did for the Alternate Representative for FACJJ.  Joan McDonald’s name had been electronically voted on and Paul called for a motion to approve the voting process electing Joan as the alternate representative to the FACJJ. 
Motion: To approve electing Joan McDonald as the Alternate Representative to the FACJJ.

Moved:  Hugh Sipowicz/Shelley Reed 2nd 

Action:  Approved, no one opposed
Paul called for the election of the two (2) at-large members to the executive committee. Mark Boger and Shelley Reed are previous at-large members and they agreed to be the at-large members again.

Motion: To approve the election of the at-large members, Mark Boger and Shelley Reed.

Moved:  Barry Stoodley/Richard Brown 2nd 

Action:  Approved, no one opposed

There was a question on JABG funding: If the prosecutors who are currently funded by JABG are funded by the General Fund can we use that funding for something else? We would re-allocate the funding.
IV  Juvenile Justice Specialist Report
Kathryn reports the solicitations will be out shortly from OJJDP for Title V, JABG and Formula funds. We need to begin work on amendments to the Three-Year Comprehensive Plan as well as the 2006 Annual Report.
The Collaborative Problem Solving Title V Bidders Conference takes place next Friday, December 22 from 10:00 to Noon at the University of Maine, Augusta’s Jewett Hall.  Attendance is a requirement to apply for the grant and for asking questions.

There is interest in the Native American Pass Though funding from the Penobscot Nation, The Pleasant Point Passamaquoddy Tribe and the Houlton Band of Maliseets.

The Disproportionate Minority Contact project continues. The training manual is complete, training dates have been set and Muskie will report to the JJAG in April. They plan to provide a sample training to JJAG members.
Barry Stoodley and Kathryn attended two meetings with Youth Promise and their coalition on the topic of funding for the MACS program. Barry reports that they were most appreciative of our help. They have an immediate need for funding as the program will close without it. There is a lot of community support and they have raised about $1300. Barry and Kathryn offered suggestions for obtaining the funds and Barry said he would look into what DOC might be able to do.
We had 17 grant applications in the last round of RFPs; 7 were disqualified for not meeting the basic requirements; 2 were awarded. 

Kathryn will look into technical assistance for writing of OJJDP subgrants. 

V.   Compliance Monitor Report
Kathryn gave the Compliance Monitor Report announcing that the Compliance Monitor position had been filled by Kathryn Levesque.  Kathryn said that Kathryn Levesque would be taking office Monday, December 18th.  Kathryn Levesque prefers to be called Kathi.
Kathryn said the Compliance Monitor position would be changing a bit from what it was when David Brown had the position.  Kathi will be working with our subgrantees and facilitating workshops.

With regard to the JJDP Act violations reported earlier in Biddeford and West Bath Judge Nivison is surveying the judges to see how disparate they are in their practices in order to get a sense of how big the issue is. He will get back to us as soon as possible.
VI. Committee Reports
1. Communications – Cathy Ashland, Chair - No Report.

2. Disproportionate Minority Contact – Ned Chester, Co-Chair was unable to attend so he asked Kathryn to give a short report about the DMC project. See her report.
3. Legislative – Christine Thibeault, Chair – Christine who spoke briefly at the beginning of the meeting about what would be happening in the Legislature this coming year She continued her talk saying this year would be a busy Legislative year for the JJAG and DOC.  Christine expects a number of bills to come before the Legislature including the following:  An Act to Improve Juvenile Justice and An Act to Provide for Juveniles Who Are Not Criminally Responsible By Reason of Insanity.  Christine spoke a little bit about this last bill at the October 2006 JJAG meeting. (Please see accompanying document)
4. Jail Monitoring – Jim Foss, Chair – Jim reported that only one (1) county is not reporting on Compliance Monitoring forms as they should. He will speak to the problem at the next jail administrator’s meeting.
5. Grants – Alan Hammond and Joan McDonald, Co-Chairs – Joan was unable to attend this meeting.  Alan spoke about the recent Request for Proposal’s that were received and awarded.  Alan said there were 17 RFP received.  Ten (10) RFP’s were reviewed and two (2) were selected for awards.  

      Alan also spoke about disappointing quality of the Request for Proposals.  Kathryn talked about rewriting the RFP again.  Paul Vestal asked about having mandatory training for people writing the proposals.  Kathryn suggested having a bidders conference for each RFP.  Barry suggested having a proposal guide of the awarded grants or having a dummy example of an awarded grant on our website. 
6. Mental Health - Richard Brown, Chair – Richard deferred to Mark Boger to speak about what was happening with the Maysi-2 Project and the two (2) Juvenile Community Corrections Officers who were working with the project.  Mark said they were plodding along.  The JCCO from the Bangor area had some parents decline the procedure.  The JCCO in Augusta has only had about 3 parents decline the procedure.  Dr. Hecker will review this topic. Mark also said that Mountain View has not geared up yet.  He said they have to set up the computer sometime after the 1st of the year.  Barry also mentioned the MAYSI requires a color report and the JCCO’s are asking for a color printer to better be able to read their reports.  Some talk took place about configuring the reports in a way that would not require color printouts as the state will not buy color printers.  Mark said the JCCO’s have stated they would like the reports to be printed in color.
The next MAYSI steering committee meeting is January 9 at DOC.
7. Native American – Carla Fearon, Chair – Carla was unable to attend this meeting.  Kathryn mentioned she had heard from the Passamaquoddy and Penobscot tribes and the Houlton band of Maliseets in response to a letter Carla sent out about the Pass Through funding.  Carla’s letter informed them of $15,000 available this fiscal year through the Native American Juvenile Justice Initiative Title 2 Formula Grant funding.
VII. Department Reports
1. Department of Corrections:  Barry Stoodley will be meeting with the Commissioner this afternoon to go over the budget and expressed concern that there may be some cutbacks in the Department. 
MST is ready to go into Washington County.  Barry also mentioned a Juvenile Management Team Meeting on December 21st regarding Continuous Quality Improvement Reorganization.  
Jurisdictional Team Planning (JTP) in Piscataquis County will not continue for the time being as there are not enough kids.  Kennebec & Cumberland County continue to be active. 
Barry is looking at expanding the January 12th Jurisdictional Team Planning meeting at the Judicial Center.  He wants to look at the very important issue of detention alternatives.  
The sexual behavior programs in the two juvenile facilities are model programs.  Barry laments that this is not so, on the community side.  
Corrections would be collaborating and having regular meetings with OSA on C5 commitments work.
The Center for Juvenile Justice, a DOC and Southern Maine Community College collaboration, is working on a stakeholder event planned for early April. This is about the third event in as many years. This years topic is Substance about in the juvenile justice system. 
2. Department of Education:   Shelley Reed said Susan Gendron has agreed to stay on as Commissioner of the Department of Education.    
Shelley talked a little more about the Governor’s Task Force to Engage Maine’s Youth.  This Task Force is Co-Chaired by Shelley and Susan Lieberman from Keeping Maine’s Children Connected.  The task force is working on, among other things, legislation to include differentiated instruction, removing tracking and school completion plan advocacy. There are approximately 50 people right now on this task force including our own Paul Vestal.

Shelley reports that Maine had a very poor record with 18% of Maine’s youth  not engaged in school or work.
3. Department of Health and Human Services:  Hugh Sipowitz said the Child Welfare Agency was going through national accreditation. Hugh also talked about foster care kids saying that the population of kids in foster care was down from 3,300 to 2,300 and that case load sizes were also down.  Hugh said the new subsidized guardianship was going over really well.  
4. Office of Substance Abuse:  Michelle Enman from OSA attended this meeting for the Chair, Linda Frazier.  Michelle will be taking Linda’s place for the time being.  Michelle is in charge of the Juvenile Drug Courts.  
OSAs grant initiatives include the co-occurring Disorders Grant, the Rapid Access Grant and the Retention Grant.  These grants are for 2 years and have 10 pilot sites.  As well there is the Robert Wood Johnson grant for opiate treatment.  Maine and Florida were the only two (2) states to receive this grant.
The numbers for Juvenile Drug Treatment Court are low.

The new Director of Juvenile Corrections for Day One is Michelle Hylan.
5. Office of Public Safety:  Alan Hammond –Alan said the Academy’s Homeless Awareness Training for officers was now online.  Alan said several states have asked to use this training. JJAG members wishing to take part may contact Alan for user ids and passwords.
Alan mentioned the Academy would be doing advanced School Resource Officer (SRO) training next spring.  
Alan also said the Academy would be offering a Grant Writing program next spring giving preference to law enforcement, but suggests they may have seats available for others.
VIII. Presentation:  
Commissioner Michael Cantara was unable to speak at this meeting because of the death of a dear friend.

The meeting adjourned at 11:05 AM.

The mission of the Maine Juvenile Justice Advisory Group is to advise and make recommendations to state policy makers and  to promote effective system level responses that further the goals of the Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention Act


