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Board of Corrections Approves County Jail Budgets As It Continues To Implement The Unified Corrections System

On Wednesday, August 5th, the Board of Corrections approved county jail budgets for fiscal year 2010.  This decision continues to implement One Maine One System – the unified corrections system enacted by the Legislature in 2008.  The budgets, coupled with efficiencies gained through major mission changes to three county correctional facilities, resulted in a significantly reduced growth rate in the costs of county corrections.  


The Board of Corrections was created last year to guide and direct the implementation and funding of a unified corrections system which includes county jails and the Department of Corrections prison system.  The most significant responsibility for the Board of Corrections over this past year has been to review, revise and approve county jail budgets.  

The Board spent months reviewing individual county jail budgets in order to achieve its statutory goals of reducing the rate of growth in corrections costs, achieve efficiencies in the corrections system and to improve services.  According to Neale Duffett, Chair of the Board of Corrections, “This has been a tremendous accomplishment and could not have been achieved without the team effort and the cooperation, creativity and involvement of the counties and the state.  County commissioners, county executives and treasurers, sheriffs, and jail administrators spent countless hours reviewing their own budgets for efficiencies” stated Duffett.  “The Board also benefited from its consultations with the Joint Standing Committee on Criminal Justice and Public Safety, the Appropriations and Financial Affairs Committee, and the office of Governor John Baldacci as we’ve all striven to make this new unified corrections system work for the people of Maine.”  Duffett said.  
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“To guide us in our county jail budget review process, the Board harkened back to our mission, goals and guiding principles.  Specifically, the Board applied a stewardship approach that manages existing assets and resources for the maximum benefit and invests strategically to accomplish system goals,” added Duffett. 


The legislation establishing the unified corrections system capped property tax contributions to the county jails at $62.5 million a year; this amount is based on all jail expenditures in 2008.  The Board was appropriated an additional amount by the Legislature to fund the increased costs of county jails in fiscal year 2010.  

Now that the FY 2010 budget approval process is completed, the Board will turn its attention to many other issues, including improving pre-trial services and reducing inmate housing days; developing a Certificate of Need approval process for proposed new correctional facilities; focusing on specialty services most importantly mental health; funding of future capital improvement needs, and the FY 2011 budget for One Maine One System.
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