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ConnectME Authority Announces Second Round of Grants

AUGUSTA – Governor John E. Baldacci and the ConnectME Authority announced today that applications are now available for the second round of its grant program to expand Mainers’ access to broadband service.  More than $1.5 million is expected to be available; nearly twice what was available for the first round.  The grants will continue to be targeted to areas of the state that have no form of broadband or high-speed internet service available. 

“The ConnectME initiative is spurring private investment in broadband and cellular service in Maine.  These investments are enabling people in rural areas enhanced access to technology, transforming our state economy, and expanding business opportunities for more Mainers,” said Governor Baldacci.

The first round of grants awarded last year funded broadband service to more than 50 unserved communities, representing 14,400 households and businesses – a 2.8 percent increase in broadband availability.  The ConnectME Authority received 17 grant applications requesting more than $2.4 million in gap funding, for projects totaling more than $6.7 million.  The Authority awarded seven grants totaling nearly $800,000, for total project amounts of more than $1.7 million.  The grant projects range in size from $38,000 to $368,000 from Chebeague Island to 26 communities in Piscataquis County; from single projects in Somerville and Monson, to a project serving 18 communities in Washington County; and to a project that provides wireless service to Mount Desert and Cranberry Islands.

Eligible applicants are municipalities, co-ops, community groups, and broadband service providers.  “Among the many reasons that we believe that access to broadband service is a necessity, are: the ability to telecommute, access to government services, and better access to health services and educational opportunities,” said Jean Wilson, the Authority’s Chair.  “And, according to a recent Brookings Institution Report, for every one percentage point increase in broadband penetration in a state, employment is projected to increase by 0.2 to 0.3 percent per year.”  

The application form is available on the ConnectME website (http://www.maine.gov/connectme/).  The filing deadline for the application is July 18, 2008.  The Authority hopes to make funding commitments within two weeks of the submittals.

The members of the Authority are Jean Wilson, Vice President of Information Services at LL Bean, Chair; Mitchel W. Davis, Chief Information Officer for Bowdoin College; Richard B. Thompson, Chief Information Officer for Maine State Government; and Sharon Reishus, Chair of the Maine Public Utilities Commission. 

For more information:  

All ConnectME Authority News Releases and other information may be found on our website at:  http://www.maine.gov/connectme/  
To arrange an interview with Authority Chair Wilson or the other Members of the Authority, please contact Phillip Lindley at (207) 624-9970 or by e-mail at phil.lindley@maine.gov.  The Authority’s website may be accessed through the Maine School and Library Network at all public libraries in Maine.
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