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The PUC is seeking input from telecommunications carriers, broadband service providers and other interested organizations, entities or persons regarding any comments and recommendations that the Commission may provide to the NTIA, the RUS and the FCC about the policies, rules, guidelines and procedures that those agencies should adopt related to the disbursement of the broadband stimulus funds.  The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA), which was recently signed into law by President Obama, provides for $7.2 billion of funding for broadband deployment and expansion projects to unserved and underserved (mainly rural) areas, as well as for mapping, public computer center capacity and innovative programs to encourage sustainable broadband adoption.  As an initial matter, it presently appears to the Commission that the best use of its resources and expertise in connection with the ARRA will be to serve as an advocate before the NTIA, the RUS and the FCC for the adoption of policies and procedures that will maximize the amount and effectiveness of ARRA grant and/or loan funds that are made available to service providers and other entities serving residents of Maine.  To the extent practicable, the Commission may also provide advice and assistance to the Connect ME Authority in furtherance of its efforts to facilitate the application and receipt of ARRA grants by Maine providers.   


The NTIA and RUS recently requested input from various interested parties about the guidelines, rules and procedures that they should establish for the application and approval process.  The Commission intends to participate actively in this process by submitting comments and recommendations to the NTIA and RUS, and also by engaging in other opportunities (as may present themselves) to advocate for federal rules, guidelines and procedures which will provide the best opportunity for thoughtful and efficient consideration by NTIA and RUS of Maine broadband infrastructure grant applications submitted to them by providers and other entities.  


In order to prepare for and inform its “advocacy” role, the PUC desires and requests the input, comments, and recommendations of telecommunications carriers, other entities that may submit applications to NTIA and RUS and other interested persons regarding the positions that the PUC should take before those federal agencies as they prepare to adopt the policies, rules, guidelines and procedures that will govern the application process and disbursement of broadband stimulus funds.  A public meeting of the Commission, for the purpose of receiving such input, comments and recommendations, will be held at the Commission Hearing Room on March 17, 2009, from 2:00 PM until 5:00 PM.   All providers and/or carriers are requested to come prepared to share any plans they may have for which broadband stimulus funds might be used (to the extent such information is nonproprietary), to discuss the extent to which they intend to partner with other providers, carriers, or other entities in connection with such plans, and to consider whether and to what extent the language of the federal stimulus statute may limit the viability of their plans and whether a particular interpretation of such language, if adopted, could avoid such problems.  Other interested parties are also invited to provide input that they believe will be helpful to the Commission.


For any additional information about this meeting, please contact Rich Kania of the Commission staff.  He can be reached by email at rich.kania@maine.gov or by calling 287-1379.
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