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ConnectME Advisory Council Meeting 

December 9, 2013 rescheduled: 

January 6, 2014 

1:30 – 3:30 

Cross Office Building, Conf. Room 300 

Dial in: 877‐455‐0244, pin: 476 563 0661 

 

Agenda 

 

1. Scoring Guide ‐ handout 
a. Project scope – page 2 of Scoring Guide – language adjustment: 

i. The standard for basic package advertised “speed” or bandwidth 
2. Underserved – Unserved 

a. Definition – ConnectME Rule § 6, page 2, BTOP/BIP definition, page 5 
b. Purpose of defining 
c. Speed, % of adoption, census block  
d. Increase funding tier level, subscription rate, penetration rate 
e. Prioritize for areas previously funded or not funded by Authority 

3. Innovative broadband installation grants 
a. Percentage of funding set aside 
b. Small group of applications 
c. Individual applications 
d. High cost installation fund  

i. In previously funded grant areas 
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99-639  ConnectME AUTHORITY 
 
Chapter 101: ConnectME AUTHORITY 
 
 
§ 6 ConnectME AUTHORITY SUPPORT 
 
 A. Eligible Areas. The Authority will determine whether an unserved or underserved area is 

eligible for ConnectME support. The Authority’s first priority will be to support projects 
in unserved areas where there are no prior plans to develop infrastructure improvements. 
In determining eligibility, the Authority will consider the following criteria: 

 
  1. Broadband. An eligible unserved or underserved area for broadband service 

may create an overlap in existing broadband coverage for less than twenty 
percent (20%) of households in the proposed coverage area; 

 
  2. Mobile Communications Service. An eligible unserved or underserved area for 

mobile communications service, one or more of these priorities: 
 
   a: Population data census blocks with more than 100 people per square mile; 
 
   b: Any public road with over 500 vehicles per day usage; or 
 
   c: Service center communities and high usage service “holes.” 
 
  3. Private Investment. Authority support for projects in the unserved or 

underserved area will not inhibit or impede private investment in the area; and 
 
  4. Prior Investment. Authority support for projects in the unserved or underserved 

area will not diminish the value of prior investment in advanced communications 
technology infrastructure used to provide broadband service or mobile 
communications service within the area. 

 
 B. Eligible Applicants. Any grants, direct investments, or loans under this Chapter will be 

made on behalf of, in partnership with, or in support of, one or more communications 
service providers that are remitting assessments to the Authority under 35-A M.R.S. A. 
§9211. Projects contained in approved proposals must be completed within one year of 
funding unless a waiver is granted by the Authority due to unique or unforeseen 
circumstances. The Authority must also determine that, without the Authority's action, 
the installation of adequate advanced communications technology infrastructure in an 
unserved or underserved area would not otherwise occur. Applicants eligible to receive 
Authority support for advanced communication infrastructure projects may include: 

 
  1. General-purpose local governments (municipalities and counties); 
 
  2. Local government authorities, and joint or multi-county development authorities; 
 
  3. Private for-profit companies that provide broadband; and 
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  4. Any other responsible entity or group determined by the Authority to be capable 
of installing, using, and managing advanced communications technology 
infrastructure in the area. 

 
 C. Eligible Activities. Eligible uses of funds provided under the ConnectME Fund include 

activities, facilities, and services described in 35-A M.R.S.A. §§ 9204-9205. Eligible 
activities include: the provision of public infrastructure, services, facilities and 
improvements needed to implement new broadband services, enhance existing broadband 
services, implement new mobile communications service, or enhance existing mobile 
communications service. Funds may also be used for matching requirements, “gap” 
financing, and grants, that may assist projects in qualifying for other sources of funding, 
as well as any other necessary activities that are integral and necessary for the 
development, installation and use of a broadband or mobile communications system. 

 
 D. Application Process. Within 90 days of the effective date of this Chapter, the 

ConnectME Authority will establish an application process that, at a minimum, includes 
the following provisions: 

 
  1. Content of Application. The application will include, at a minimum, the following: 
 
   a. a description of the area proposed to be served by the project and 

sufficient information to establish that it is an unserved or underserved 
area; 

 
   b. a description of the proposed project, including public-private 

partnerships that have been established, evidence that the private partner 
in the project is eligible to receive funding from the Authority, the type 
of service to be provided and, in the case of broadband service, the 
upstream and downstream speeds of the service to be provided, an 
estimate of the time required to complete the proposed project, the 
percentage distribution of households and businesses within the area to 
be served by the project and the estimated price per customer of the 
service to be provided by the proposed project; 

 
   c. the total amount of funding requested from the Authority; 
 
   d. the applicant’s financial commitment to the project in addition to the 

funding requested from the Authority; 
 
   e. the estimated number of customers who will directly benefit from the 

project who are currently unserved or underserved; and 
 
   f. evidence of community support for the proposed project, which may 

include letters or signatures of residents or businesses located within the 
area of the proposed project. 

 
  2. Evaluation of Applications. The application evaluation process will allow the 

Authority to concurrently evaluate all applications submitted during a particular 
application period that has been set by the Authority. The scoring of applications 
is based on a 100-point scale. A project with a total score of less than 50 points 
may not be funded. A project that serves an underserved area may only be funded 
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if funds are available after all eligible applications for projects to serve unserved 
areas have been funded. The application will be judged using the following four 
scoring categories: 

 
   a. Cost-Benefit. This category is worth at least 33 points. The cost-benefit 

scoring is based on relevant factors, including, but not limited to, the 
amount of funding requested from the Authority per customer eligible to 
be served by the project, with lower funding per customer receiving a 
higher cost-benefit score; 

 
   b. Community Support. The community support score is based on 

relevant factors, including, but not limited to, evidence of community 
support for the project and the percentage of a municipality that will be 
served by the proposed project; 

 
   c. Project Scope. The project scope score is based on relevant factors, 

including, but not limited to, the number of customers to be served by the 
project, the type and, when relevant, the speed of service to be offered by 
the project and the applicant’s financial commitment to the project; and 

 
   d. Project Value. The project value score is based on relevant factors, 

including, but not limited to, the estimated price per customer to receive 
service from the proposed project and any other details of the project that 
may benefit customers in the area proposed to be served by the proposed 
project. 

 
 E. Certificate of Qualification. A certificate to be developed within 90 days of the effective 

date of this Chapter and issued to an applicant by the Authority in accordance with the 
requirements of section 3 of Rule No. 324 (18-125 CMR 324) as a prerequisite to 
applying for tax reimbursement from Maine Revenues Services in accordance with 36 
M.R.S.A. §2017. 

 
 F. Public Notice. Within 14 days of determining the applications that will receive support, 

the Authority will notify the applicant and post the awards on its website. The Authority 
will also notify all known broadband service providers and mobile communications 
service providers, as appropriate, of the approved projects. 

 
 G. Private Investment Criteria. Within 14 days of the Authority’s notifications made 

under subsection 6(F) a broadband service provider or mobile communications service 
provider may submit a certification to the Authority that it will commence within 
45 days, and will completely install within one year of the date of the Authority’s 
notification, sufficient advanced communications technology infrastructure to provide 
broadband or wireless service in a manner that would render the Authority's support of 
other projects in an area unnecessary or redundant (unless a waiver is granted by the 
Authority due to unique or unforeseen circumstances). Any broadband service provided 
must meet the minimum performance criteria and affordability standards of the Authority 
contained in subsection 5(A). If the Authority determines the certification to be invalid 
the support award will be cancelled. 
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BTOP/ BIP definition of unserved and underserved 

Unserved Area; an area composed of one or more contiguous census blocks where at least 90 percent of 
households in the proposed funded service area lack access to facilities based terrestrial broadband 
service, either fixed or mobile, at the minimum broadband speed. 

Underserved Area: an area composed of one or more contiguous census blocks where at least one of 
the following is met: 1) no more than 50 percent of households in the proposed funded service area 
have access to facilities based terrestrial broadband service at greater than the minimum broadband 
speed; 2) no fixed or mobile broadband service provider advertises broadband speeds of at least 3 Mbps 
downstream in the proposed funded service area; or 3) the rate of broadband subscribership for the 
proposed service area is 40 percent of households or less. 

http://www.ntia.doc.gov/legacy/broadbandgrants/BTOP_NOFAfactsheet_090702.pdf  
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Chapter 101: ConnectME AUTHORITY 
 
§ 1 PURPOSE 
 
 The purpose of this Chapter is to implement the provisions of the Advanced Technology 

Infrastructure Act contained in 35-A M.R.S.A. §§ 9201-9215 and 36 M.R.S.A. §2017. This 
Chapter describes the operation of the ConnectME Authority. 

 
 As stated in 35-A §9204, duties of the Authority include: 

 
1. Establish criteria defining unserved and underserved areas; 
 
2. Enhance communications technology infrastructure; 
 
3. Monitor wireless coverage in areas where the authority determines the quality of the 

coverage is inadequate; 
 
4. Expand the availability of broadband to residential and small business customers in 

unserved or underserved areas; 
 
5. Expand the availability of broadband with bandwidth, synchronicity, reliability and 

security adequate to serve business, education and enterprise consumers in unserved or 
underserved areas; 

 
6. Otherwise enhance the State's communications technology infrastructure in unserved and 

underserved areas; 
 
7. Collect, aggregate, coordinate and disseminate information and data concerning 

communications services and advanced communications technology infrastructure in the 
State; 

 
8. Track investment in advanced communications technology infrastructure; 
 
9. Continually assess the availability of and need for advanced communications technology 

infrastructure in unserved or underserved areas within the State; 
 
10. Identify and secure federal and other funding sources for broadband or wireless 

deployment or education; 
 
11. Identify opportunities for coordination among providers, consumers and state and local 

governmental entities, including coordination with the statewide emergency radio 
network; and 

 
12. Create and facilitate public awareness and educational programs to encourage the use of 

broadband services. 
 


