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Acknowledgment: This material is based upon work supported by the Department of Energy, Office of
Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy (EERE), under Award Number DE-EE0007155.

Disclaimer: This report was prepared as an account of work sponsored by an agency of the United
States Government. Neither the United States Government nor any agency thereof, nor any of their
employees, makes any warranty, express or implied, or assumes any legal liability or responsibility for
the accuracy, completeness, or usefulness of any information, apparatus, product, or process
disclosed, or represents that its use would not infringe privately owned rights. Reference herein to
any specific commercial product, process, or service by trade name, trademark, manufacturer, or
otherwise does not necessarily constitute or imply its endorsement, recommendation, or favoring by
the United States Government or any agency thereof. The views and opinions of authors expressed
herein do not necessarily state or reflect those of the United States Government or any agency

thereof.
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IREC advances a 100% clean energy future
through three complementary pathways.

Workforce Local Clean Energy Regulatory
Development Solutions Engagement
IREC leads efforts to grow a IREC helps cities, counties, IREC is a national leader in
diverse and qualified clean and towns use policy tools regulatory policies that
energy workforce by and resources to drive the advance the growth of
implementing strategies that growth of clean energy, distributed energy resources,
unite stakeholders to improve address climate change, and such as rooftop solar and
recruitment, education, training, create new jobs. energy storage.

and job placement outcomes.




About SEIA

Building a strong solar industry to power America

Federal, State & Climate and Managing Trade, Technology
Local Policy Equity Growth and Manufacturing




What is it?
SolSmart is a national designation and technical assistance program that has

helped over 450 local governments make it faster, easier, and more affordable
for residents and businesses to go solar.

A SolSmart designation:

e Recognizes communities that have taken key steps to address local barriers to
solar energy and foster the growth of mature local solar markets.

 Signals to residents and businesses that a community has taken the steps
necessary to allow for greater solar adoption

Bronze, Silver, and Gold Designation Levels
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Residential Solar PV System Pricing SolSmart helps local governments remove

$4.00 68% barriers to solar energy growth and make it
ik easier for residents and businesses to go solar

$3.50

The program offers best practice and guidance
that help communities become national solar

64%
$3.00
¥2:60 energy leaders
$2.00 .
SolSmart helps communities reduce “soft costs”

N 62%
.-~ 60%
' 58%
$1.50 i
54% unrelated to hardware
$1.00
52% .
5050 requirements are an example of soft costs.
B Making these requirements less
i s burdensome can encourage solar energy

— the costs of solar development that are
e Local permitting, zoning, and inspection
2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 development.
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Residential Solar PV System Price ($/Watt)
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Designation Structure

To receive designation, communities must complete the following:

SOLSMART SOLSMART SOLSMART

B R ONZE SI1 LV ER G OLD
Complete 3 prerequisites Attain SolSmart Bronze and Attain SolSmart Silver and

20 points in Permitting & Inspection Complete 2 Silver prerequisites = Complete 2 Gold prerequisites
20 points in Planning & Zoning

60 total points 100 total points 200 total points
@IREC 3%




75 unique credits in 5 different categories that promote

best practices to help local governments improve their "The SolSmart program
solar markets created a national
Each credit has a corresponding point value ranging from benchmark for

communities to reach

> to 20 and provided the
Foundational Categories: guidance and resources
 Permitting and Inspection to support adoption of
e Planning and Zoning best practices in solar

: : policy.”— Maurice Jones,
Special Focus Categories: .

_ City Manager,

* Government Operations Charlottesville, Virginia

* Community Engagement
e Market Development
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The SolSmart Designation Process

READ PROGRAM GUIDE

Review the SolSmart Program Guide
to learn about the program and what
credits you may already qualify for

VISIT THE WEBSITE
Go to solsmart.org

SUBMIT WRITTEN COMMITMENT
Post a public statement of solar goals
and begin tracking key solar metrics
View sample statement here

COMPLETE CONSULTATION CALL
Schedule a no-cost consultation with

one of our technical assistance providers

to help get your designation process started

SUBMIT APPLICATION
After you apply you'll receive
results within 14 days

UTILIZE TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE
Work with our solar experts to achieve
designation at no cost

If unsuccessful, work with your
technical assistance provider
on unmet credits and resubmit

PUBLICIZE SUCCESSFUL DESIGNATION
Publicize your designation, and be
added to the SolSmart website

@IREC

www.solsmart.org

SOLSMART
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SolSmart technical assistance providers work with elected officials, local government

staff, and community members to help communities update processes using
established best practices

The technical assistance is funded by SolSmart, and there is no cost to the
community

 Communities must commit staff time to working toward SolSmart designation
* Communities must demonstrate a commitment to achieving designation

Delivery of technical assistance can be tailored to fit the community needs
* Online —resource library, email, webinars, templates
* Phone —conference calls
* In person — site visits, technical workshops

~OLSMART




The SolSmart program has an extensive resource
library to make the designation process as easy as
possible for communities.

The updated program guide walks through
each credit of the SolSmart designation
criteria. The program guide has links to
templates and other resources directly
relevant to each credit.

More in-depth resources can be found on the
SolSmart Resources page. Here you’ll find
webinars and issue briefs tagged with the
specific criteria they address.

Within the resources are several training
webinars specific to the SolSmart credits.
These are free and available to anyone.

SMART HOWWEHELP ~ OURDESIGNEES ~ RESOURCES ~ NEWS EE

SOLSMART WEBINAR: PERMITTING & INSPECTION
REFRESHER TRAINING

SolSmart; Bill Brooks, P.E.; The Solar Foundation

VIEW RECORDED WEBINAR
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https://solsmart.org/wp-content/uploads/SolSmart-Program-Guide-2021.pdf
https://solsmart.org/resources/

e 43 states + District of Columbia, Puerto Rico,
U.S. Virgin Islands

 Represents 107 million people (over 1in 4
U.S. residents)

 Regional Organization Pathway: 13
Designated Regional Organizations

*  Communities receiving TA in 2021: Over 140

SolSmart in Maine
Topsham, Maine is the state’s first SolSmart

designee, receiving Bronze designation on
March 22, 2022.
Congratulations Topsham!!

173

117

V7 176

466

Designees
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* A formal evaluation of SolSmart was published in the
Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences in
March 2022. Key findings:

e SolSmart participation can lead to increased local
solar capacity of 18-19% per month.

e SolSmart communities increased installations by
17% per month.

* Nearly all local government officials surveyed
(98%) said that SolSmart increased their
knowledge of solar energy. A majority also said it
reduced permitting and inspection timelines and
increased solar capacity.

The study found that SolSmart “achieved its intended

outcome to promote solar adoption in local
communities.”
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