Explanation of New Budget Format
​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​
The budget recommendations that are contained in this document are presented in the format that was recommended by the Commission to Reform the State Budget Process, and implemented in P.L. 2005, c. 601.  This new format combines Part A and Part B of the Part I, or “Current Services”, budget with the Part II budget that consisted of adjustments, reductions and requests for money for new and expanded programs.  Approved reclassifications and range changes are reflected in Part B.  As a result, a more complete picture of the budget is presented to the public and the Legislature.  Separate unified budget bills are included in this document for the General Fund and the Highway Fund.  

Part A of each bill begins with a summary of all sources of funding, by line category, for each department that is included in the bill.  Authorized and recommended position count is also reflected in the Department Summary section.
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The Department Summary is followed by a Program Summary for every program for which budget information is reflected for at least one of the years displayed.  Programs appearing in this section are sorted alphabetically by program title.
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What the Budget
Previously referred to as “Description of Program 

Purchases
Activities”, this provides readers with a better understanding of the program and the activities for which funds are requested.  

Program Summary
Reflects a summary by fund of authorized budget data for the most recently completed fiscal year, the current fiscal year through the end of the last legislative session, and baseline budget information for the upcoming biennium.


Personal Services amounts reflected in the Budget columns are based on detailed position data that was extracted from the Human Resource system and adjusted to reflect projected increases for benefits and special payments.  

Budget amounts reflected for the All Other line category equal the authorized amounts for the current fiscal year.  If a portion of the authorized budget for the current fiscal year was not considered to be on-going, the budget amounts will have been modified to remove the impact of these appropriation or allocation adjustments.

Initiative
Previously referred to as “Adjustments to Current Services” in Part B of the Part I bill, or “New Initiative” in Part A of the Part II Bill, “Initiatives” represent reduction proposals or adjustments to the baseline budget, as well as proposals to create new programs, or modify existing programs.  

Revised Program
The position counts and amounts included in this section 

Summary
represent the total of the position counts and the amounts displayed in the Program Summary section, in addition to those reflected for the initiatives.
