INFORMATION ABOUT PETITIONS TO REQUIRE RULEMAKING BY BOARD
An individual does not have to wait until the Maine Board of Tax Appeals (the “Board”) proposes a rule to institute a change.  Title 5, Section 8055 establishes procedures for anyone to petition a department for the adoption, repeal or modification of any rule.

The petitioner should first contact the Board to make sure that such rulemaking change does not conflict with another state or federal law or that the rulemaking change does not extend beyond the Board’s authorization to make the desired change.

The following form may be used to petition for the adoption, modification, or repeal of a rule, and can be duplicated by the petitioner to provide the number of copies needed.  THERE SHOULD BE AT LEAST ONE PETITION FOR EACH MUNICIPALITY WHERE THE PETITION IS TO BE CIRCULATED.
Page 1 of the petition should be completely filled out and attached to the signature pages.  It should explain what the petitioner hopes to accomplish by this rule change and the text or wording of the desired change.

Before presentation to the Board, the petition must be signed by 150 registered voters which must be verified and certified as follows:

A. The circulator of the petition must verify by oath or affirmation before a notary public or other person authorized by law to administer oaths that all of the signatures to the petition were made in the circulator’s presence and that to the best of the circulator’s knowledge and belief each signature is the signature of the person whose name it purports to be.

B. The registrar of each municipality shall certify the names on a petition which appear on the voting list of that municipality as registered voters (see Certification Codes).  If the petition contains signatures from more than one municipality, the petition must be submitted to each municipality for verification of the signatures of registered voters in the respective municipalities. 

Whenever a petition to adopt or modify a rule is submitted by 150 or more Maine registered voters, the Board shall initiate appropriate rulemaking proceedings within sixty (60) days after receipt of the petition.

If a petition is signed by fewer than 150 Maine registered voters, the Board is not required to begin rulemaking proceedings; however, it may choose to do so.  Within sixty (60) days after the receipt of such petition, the Board shall either notify the petitioner in writing of its denial, stating the reasons therefore, or initiate appropriate rulemaking proceedings.

It is the responsibility of the petitioner(s) to insure that the petition requirements are met.  The Board is not required to accept an incomplete or defective petition.

For further guidance in completing or submitting the petition, contact the Board at (207) 287-2864 or the Secretary of State's Office at (207) 624-7650.
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Maine Board of Tax Appeals

Petition for Rulemaking by Board


We, the qualified voters of the state of Maine, whose signatures are appended to the attached petitions, hereby petition the Maine Board of Tax Appeals, pursuant to the Maine Administrative Procedure Act, 5 M.R.S. § 8055 to:  (Check one)


___Adopt a New Rule

___Modify Chapter____, Sec. _____

___Repeal Chapter ____, Sec. _____

The proposed change would (summarize content and impact of proposal):* _______________________________________________ _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The text of the new or modified rule would read:*  ___________________________________________________________________ _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

*Use additional pages if necessary.

For the purpose of communicating with the Board concerning this petition, the petitioners designate as their representative the following individual:  

_____________________

_________________________________


__________________________

(Name)




(Mailing Address)





(Tel. Number)

MAINE BOARD OF TAX APPEALS
PETITION FOR RULEMAKING BY THE BOARD
	INSTRUCTIONS

PETITIONER – MUST:
-  be a Maine registered voter

-  sign name as it appears on the voting list

-  sign only once

-  not sign another’s name

-  print NAME; date of signing; STREET aDDRESS

   & MUNICIPALITY OF RESIDENCE  (unless printed by Circulator)

PETITION CIRCULATOR – MUST:
-  be a MAINE RESIDENT & registered Voter

-  complete the Circulator’s verification 

-  take the oath before a Notary Public

-  NOT collect signatures after taking oath


	FOR  CIRCULATION

REGISTRAR – MUST:

-  COMPLETE AND SIGN THE  CERTIFICATION BY INDICATING WHICH NAMES ON THE PETITION APPEAR ON THAT MUNICIPALITY’S VOTING LIST 

   NOTE:   IF THE SIGNAURE ALONE SUFFICIENTLY IDENTIFIES THE VOTER, IT SHOULD BE ACCEPTED 

WARNING:   MAKING A FALSE STATEMENT BY THE CIRCULATOR, SIGNING A PETITION WITH THE NAME OF ANOTHER, OR SIGNING A NAME MORE THAN ONCE ON THESE PETITIONS IS A CLASS E CRIME.
	CERTIFICATION CODES & COMMON REASONS FOR REJECTION 
  (        PETITIONER IS A REGISTERED VOTER
INDIVIDUAL SIGNATURES MAY BE REJECTED IF:

NR           PETITIONER IS NOT A REGISTERED VOTER

DUP        PETITIONER PREVIOUSLY SIGNED THE PETITION (DUPLICATE NAME)

DATE      PETITIONER SIGNED AFTER THE DATE OF CIRCULATOR’S VERIFICATION

ANO        PETITIONER SIGNED THE NAME OF ANOTHER

SIG          PETITIONER DID NOT SIGN THE PETITION (PRINTED NAME ONLY)

ENTIRE PETITIONS MAY BE REJECTED IF:
CERT       THE REGISTRAR’S CERTIFICATION IS NOT COMPLETED OR NOT SIGNED

ALT          INDIVIDUALS ALTER THE REGISTRAR’S CERTIFICATION

OATH      CIRCULATOR’S VERIFICATION IS NOT COMPLETED OR NOT SIGNED

OATH      CIRCULATOR DID NOT TAKE OATH BEFORE VALID NOTARY PUBLIC

OATH      THE NOTARY DID NOT COMPLETE OR SIGN THE NOTARIZATION

OWN        THE NOTARY IS AN IMMEDIATE FAMILY MEMBER OF CIRCULATOR 


	For

Registrar  use Only
	SIGNATURE
	DATE

SIGNED
	ACTUAL STREET ADDRESS
(Not P.O. Box or R.F.D.)
	MUNICIPALITY

(Where Registered)
	NAME PRINTED
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	2.
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	6.
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	9.
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	14.
	
	
	
	
	

	15.
	
	
	
	
	

	PLEASE SEE NEXT PAGE FOR ADDITIONAL SIGNATURES, CIRCULATOR’S OATH AND REGISTRAR’S CERTIFICATION


MAINEBOARD OF TAX APPEALS
PETITION FOR RULEMAKING BY THE BOARD
	For

Registrar  use Only
	SIGNATURE
	DATE

SIGNED
	ACTUAL STREET ADDRESS
(Not P.O. Box or R.F.D.)
	MUNICIPALITY

(Where Registered)
	NAME PRINTED

	16.
	
	
	
	
	

	17.
	
	
	
	
	

	18.
	
	
	
	
	

	19.
	
	
	
	
	

	20.
	
	
	
	
	

	21.
	
	
	
	
	

	22.
	
	
	
	
	

	23.
	
	
	
	
	

	24.
	
	
	
	
	

	25.
	
	
	
	
	


	CIRCULATOR’S OATH

I hereby make oath that I am the Circulator of this petition, that all the signatures to this petition were made in my presence and, to the best of my knowledge and belief, each signature is that of the person it purports to be.

Signature of Circulator_____________________________ Printed Name ____________________________

Signature of Notary________________________________ Printed Name ____________________________

Subscribed to and sworn before me on this date: ____________________________

                                                                                                       Date must be completed by Notary

REGISTRAR’S CERTIFICATION

Municipality ______________________________  TOTAL VALID ________  TOTAL INVALID ________

I hereby certify that the names of all the petitioners listed as valid appear on the voting list as qualified to vote for Governor.

Signature of Registrar:  ______________________________________       Date: ______________________


For Board Use Only


Date: ______________________________________


Received by: ________________________________


Signature: __________________________________








