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Wind/Geological & Geophysical Data
Siting Floating Offshore Wind in the Gulf of Maine
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Some of the Strongest Wind in the Country
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Geological & 
Geophysical

• The majority of the Gulf of 
Maine is NOT mapped by 
Multibeam Echosounder
(MBES) – the Maine Coastal 
Program improves this every 
year

• But the data quantity and 
quality increases as we get 
closer to shore

• Wind projects are looking 
for relatively soft bottom 
for mooring and cable burial
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Geological & Geophysical

• Any proposed project would need an in-depth 
survey of:
– Bathymetry (for seafloor slope) and Bottom Hardness 

(using Multibeam Echosounder)
– Sub-bottom profiling
– Magnetometer (for historical preservation)
– Grab samples (to verify the type of bottom)
– Biological considerations: for example, Essential Fish 

Habitat

6


