Maine Department of Education Diploma

Definitions
The following terms are used throughout  MRS 20-A § 5161 – §5164 and have the following meanings:

Academic programming agreement: an agreement between an interim program and a responsible school through which the responsible school agrees to accept the academic programming, credits and documentation of achievement of standards completed by a student in the interim program.

Department of Education Diploma: a diploma awarded pursuant to MRS 20-A 

§257-A
 
Education disruption: a disruption of the educational program of a student as a result of homelessness or foster care placement, absence of 10 or more consecutive school days due to a placement in an interim program, or enrollment in 3 or more schools or educational programs in a single school year.
Homeless student: a person eligible to attend elementary or secondary school pursuant to MRS 20-A §5201 who: 

A. Lacks a fixed, regular and adequate nighttime residence;

B-1. Is a child or a youth:

(1) Who is sharing the housing of other persons due to loss of housing or economic hardship or a similar reason; is living in a motel, hotel, trailer park or camping ground due to lack of alternative adequate accommodation; is living in an emergency or transitional shelter; is abandoned in a hospital; or is awaiting foster care placement; 

(2) Who is living in a car, park or public space or in an abandoned building, substandard housing, bus or train station or similar setting; 

(3) Who has a primary nighttime residence that is a public or private place not designed for or ordinarily used as a regular sleeping accommodation for human beings; and 

(4) Who is a migratory child, as defined in Section 1309 of the federal Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965, who qualifies as homeless for the purpose of this chapter because the child is living in circumstances described in this section. 
The term “homeless student” does not include a person housed in a correctional facility, jail, or detention facility. 
Interim program: an education program at a youth development center, hospital or other facility for the purpose of unplanned medical or psychiatric treatment, or any other program or school approved by the Department, except a program or school in which a student is placed pursuant to an individual education plan or a superintendent transfer pursuant to MRS  20-A §5205.
Learning results: the system of learning results established pursuant to MRS 20-A §6209.

Responsible school: the school responsible for developing or updating a school work recognition plan.
School work recognition plan: a written plan that outlines how a student who is experiencing, or who has experienced, an education disruption will make and demonstrate progress toward achievement of learning results.

Student: an elementary school or secondary school student.

